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Geography 7: 
The History & Geography of Current Global Events

The Struggle Over the South China Sea
& 

China’s Geopolitical Strategies



The South China Morning Post (SCMP) recently quoted an anonymous source close to 
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy that Beijing plans to start reclamation work 
this year at the atoll. The move is reportedly a reaction to the increasing closeness of 
the United States and Philippine military and would most likely be accelerated once the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration makes a ruling on the ongoing disputes this June.

Reclaiming Scarborough Shoal—known as Panatag Shoal or Bajo de Masinloc to Filipinos 
and Huangyan Island to the Chinese—is allegedly considered by Beijing a decisive step in 
China’s endgame of gaining de facto control over the vital naval routes and immense 
natural resources of the West Philippine Sea.
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A picture produced by the military in the Philippines which it says shows Chinese construction work on a reef in the Spratly Islands 
in a disputed area of the South China Sea. Photo: EPA
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Scarborough Shoal Standoff
On April 8, 2012, a Philippine Navy surveillance plane spotted eight Chinese fishing vessels docked at the 
waters of Scarborough shoal. BRP Gregorio del Pilar was sent on the same day by the Philippine Navy to 
survey the vicinity of the shoal, and confirmed the presence of the fishing vessels and their ongoing activities. On 
April 10, 2012, BRP Gregorio del Pilar came to inspect the catch of the fishing vessels. The Filipino inspection 
team claimed that they discovered illegally collected corals, giant clams and live sharks inside the first 
vessel boarded by the team. BRP Gregorio del Pilar reported that they attempted to arrest the Chinese 
fishermen but were blocked by Chinese maritime surveillance ships, China Marine Surveillance 75 
(Zhongguo Haijian 75) and China Marine Surveillance 84 (Zhongguo Haijian 84) . Since then, tensions have 
continued between the two countries

Under a 2012 deal mediated by the United States, China and the Philippines promised to withdraw their forces 
from the shoal until a deal over its ownership could be reached. The Philippines "complied with the agreement" and 
withdrew because ran out of supply. China, however, did not abide the agreement and maintained its presence at 
the shoal, effectively militarizing it. Philippine president Benigno S. Aquino III later compared China's behavior to Nazi 
Germany's annexation of Czechoslovakia
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Big Issue in the 
Philippines



- Meet the Presidential 
Contenders: Rodrigo 
Duterte: The crime-busting 
Davao City mayor-a self-
confessed womanizer who 
doesn't mince words about 
killing criminals-has reaped a 
groundswell of support with his 
tough leadership style. 
Duterte, 71, has vowed to 
ride a jet ski to the nearest 
disputed island occupied by 
China in the South China 
Sea to personally stake the 
Philippines' claim if its 
neighbor fails to accept the 
result of a pending 
international arbitration 
ruling in the dispute. 

Currently Leading
“The Punisher”



Named by Time Inc. as “The Punisher” for his 
unique ways of handling crimes and laws in 
Davao City, Vice Mayor Rodrigo Duterte’s in-
your-face vocabulary has sparked many debates 
from citizens and lawmakers alike. It seems that 
the vice mayor has three favorite subjects when 
talking in public: threats, unsavory scenarios, 
and extrajudicial killings. Aside from the things 
he says, Duterte has no qualms in teaching 
lawbreakers lessons that Quentin Tarantino 
would be proud of. Example: July 2012, Duterte 
forced a man to eat paper that he used to 
collect rent from settlers on some land he does 
not own.  That’s right, eat— as in chew, swallow 
—and god knows what’s next.
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Breaking Defense WASHINGTON: If China builds an 
artificial island on the disputed 
Scarborough Shoal, Sen. Dan Sullivan 
warned today, it will complete a 
“strategic triangle” of bases that can 
dominate the South China Sea. At this 
morning’s Senate Armed Services 
Committee hearing, Sullivan displayed a 
map (above) of the region overlaid with the 
ranges of Chinese fighters striking from a 
triangle of bases on (1) the Chinese island 
of Hainan, (2) the disputed Spratly Islands, 
and (3) Scarborough Shoal (as yet unbuilt). 
The overlapping rings would cover not 
only almost all the South China Sea, but 
much of the Philippines and Vietnam.

“Your map’s absolutely accurate,” 
responded Defense Secretary Ashton 
Carter. China’s actions are “deeply 
disturbing to countries in region, which 
has them all coming to us….We are being 
increasingly invited to work with countries,” 
from old allies like Australia, Japan, and the 
Philippines to new partners like India and 
Vietnam.

One People’s Liberation Army officer “with stars on their shoulders” told her island-building on Scarborough is 
“very, very unlikely,” because Beijing is well aware how badly the region would react. Such action would 
blatantly violate both China’s 2015 pledge to cease island-building and its 2002 Declaration of Conduct with the 
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN). China has broken both promises before, but never so egregiously 
as building on Scarborough would be.
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A powerful Senate hawk is warning that 
China may take aggressive moves in the 
South China Sea in the next few 
weeks ahead of an international court 
ruling — and he’s calling for the U.S. 
Navy to stop them.
China is undermining international law 
and picking on its neighbors, argues Sen. 
John McCain, R-Arizona, chairman of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, in a 
recent editorial.
“Over the past several years, China has 
acted less like a ‘responsible stakeholder’ 
in the rules-based order in the Asia-Pacific 
region and more like a bully,” McCain 
wrote in an April 12 editorial in Financial 
Times.
The Permanent Court of Arbitration in 
the Netherlands is expected to rule in 
June on a case brought against 
China’s claims in the South China Sea 
by the Philippines. China may try to build 
new islands or declare part or all of the 
South China Sea an Air Defense 
Identification Zone, McCain warned.
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China will have so many aircraft carriers by 2030 that the South China Sea will 
be “virtually a Chinese lake,” a new U.S. study warns, arguing that the balance 
of power in the Asia-Pacific region was shifting away from the United States.
Meanwhile, President Obama’s strategic “rebalance” to Asia has neither been clearly enough 
explained nor sufficiently resourced to cope with rising threats from China and North 
Korea, the report by the Center for Strategic and International Studies found.





South China Sea dispute: Rewriting the history of Scarborough Shoal
BY PETER LEE on APRIL 16, 2016 in AT OPINION, CHINA
Today, occupation of Scarborough Shoal symbolizes the PRC threat in the South China Sea. As the PRC faces 
imminent repudiation of its Nine Dash Line claim inside the Philippine EEZ under the UNCLOS arbitration panel, 
there have been a blizzard of reports in the western press that the PRC intends to extend its infamous island-
building program to the shoal, located less than 150 nautical miles from the main Philippine island of Luzon.

In an op-ed in the Financial Times, Senator John McCain proposed a US carrier group patrol the area near the 
Scarborough Shoal “in a visible display of US combat power.” Sean Liedman, at the Council on Foreign Relations, 
suggested that the United States covertly sabotage the PRC dredging equipment if and when it showed up at the 
shoal.

Holy writ for pivoteers is that the PRC seized Scarborough Shoal in 2012, proving both its 
duplicity and the futility of bilateral engagement, so the Philippines had no choice but to 
internationalize the dispute by taking its South China Sea issues to binding arbitration under 
UNCLOS, and the US had no choice but to insert itself into the South China Sea between an 
aggressor state and its helpless victims.

The reality is that the PRC and the Philippines were successfully negotiating their 
differences bilaterally, so successfully in fact that the Philippine Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Alberto Del Rosario had to step up to sabotage the talks.

A Chinese Perspective

“Pivoteers”? 
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 To Asia”



The Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) is an international 
organization based in the Peace Palace, The Hague, the 
Netherlands. It is not a court, does not have permanent 
judges, and should not be confused with the International Court 
of Justice, a separate institution also in the Peace Palace. The 
PCA is a permanent bureaucracy that assists temporary tribunals 
to resolve disputes among states (and similar entities), 
intergovernmental organizations, or even private parties arising 
out of international agreements. The cases span a range of legal 
issues involving territorial and maritime boundaries, 
sovereignty, human rights, international investment, and 
international and regional trade.

The United States has stated that it is not taking a side in 
the dispute. On December 7, 2014, the United States State 
Department released a report concluding that China's 9-
dash-line claim does not accord with the international 
law of the sea.  [contradiction?]

In June 2015, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs Daniel R. Russel said that as both 
China and the Philippines are signatories to the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, legally they 
have to abide by the tribunal's decision.
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MANILA — After a rocky patch of 25 years, the United States and the Philippines will 
solidify a new, increasingly complex military relationship this week, driven partly by 
China’s assertive actions in the South China Sea.

An agreement that allows the United States to build facilities at five Philippine military bases 
will spread more American troops, planes and ships across the island nation than have been here in 
decades.

Joint military exercises this week and the arrival of Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter on 
Wednesday will allow the two countries to show off their cozy relations and will include events 
rich in military symbolism.

Mr. Carter is scheduled to observe the firing of a long-range missile system, one that 
could cover all the Philippines’ maritime claims in the South China Sea if needed, 
though the United States has not confirmed that the missiles will be deployed here.

The Philippines currently defends its claims in the sea with two nearly 50-year-old former 
United States Coast Guard cutters, which sometimes break down, and two fighter 
jets. This allows China to control territory, build artificial islands and chase off 
Filipino fishermen with little risk.
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Scarborough



Metro Manila (CNN Philippines) — The 
United States and the Philippines 
announced on Friday (March 18) the 
five Philippine military bases that will 
be utilized by American troops under 
the Enhanced Defense Cooperation 
Agreement (EDCA).
The U.S. and the Philippines signed 
the EDCA in April 2014, as political 
tensions between the Philippines and 
China escalated due to disputes in the 
West Philippine Sea.
The EDCA grants the U.S. an increased 
military presence in the Philippines, 
through the rotation of troops and 
military assets for humanitarian and 
maritime security operations.



Naval Base Subic Bay was a major ship-repair, supply, and rest and 
recreation facility of the Spanish Navy and subsequently the United 
States Navy located in Olongapo, Zambales, Philippines. The base 
was 262 square miles, about the size of Singapore.The Navy 
Exchange had the largest volume of sales of any exchange in the 
world, and the Naval Supply Depot handled the largest volume of 
fuel oil of any navy facility in the world. The naval base was the 
largest overseas military installation of the United States Armed 
Forces after Clark Air Base in Angeles City was closed in 1991

Former 
US Bases

in the 
Philippines
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Each side has accused the other of escalating tensions in the 
region. The US says its patrols near the islands are “freedom of 
navigation” exercises in line with international law, while China 
argues American warships are traversing its sovereign space and 
creating an unnecessary provocation given Beijing has never 
interfered with ship-borne trade.
Beijing-based military expert Li Jie said intensified patrols, in 
addition to the stepped up cooperation between the US and the 
Philippines, would push Beijing to speed up constructions on its 
artificial islands in the Spratlys.



China is lobbying Russia for support in opposing international court proceedings launched by the Philippines over the disputed 
South China Sea.
Foreign Minister Wang Yi told his Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov during talks in Moscow the two nations should join hands to 
oppose “internationalising” the disputes.
“Both China and Russia should stay on guard against abuses of mandatory arbitration,” Wang said yesterday.

Analysts said Wang’s remarks were China’s way of ratcheting up preparations for the court ruling, which is expected in May or June.
Hugo Swire, British minister of state responsible for East Asia, said the ruling from the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague 
must be binding.
This month, the European Union urged China to respect the ruling of the international tribunal, and the foreign ministers of the 
Group of Seven industrialised nations expressed concerns over the South China Sea tensions.



Multiple 
Overlapping 
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 in the South 

China Sea

Larger Territorial Dispute in the South China 
Sea: Spratly & Paracel Islands
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Spratly Islands: Natural Land Area,
 1.5 Square Miles

Actual Control



There are few precise definitions, but 
Dangerous Ground corresponds roughly to 
the seas around the eastern half of the 
Spratly Islands. It is an oblong area running 
southwest to northeast for about 340 nautical 
miles (nm) (630 km), 175 nm (324 km) at its 
widest, with an area of about 52,000 nm² 
(178,000 km²).
.
The area is poorly charted, making it 
exceptionally dangerous to navigation – the 
major Singapore-to-Hong-Kong routes go well to 
the west and east of the area:

Due to the conflicting dates and accuracy of the 
various partial surveys of Dangerous Ground, 
certain shoals and reefs may appear on one 
chart, but not on another regardless of the scales 
involved.
Charted depths and their locations may present 
considerable error in the lesser known regions of 
this area. Avoidance of Dangerous Ground is 
the mariner’s only assurance of safety

“The Dangerous 
Grounds” 
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Spratly Islands





Taiping Island, also known as Itu Aba Island and by various other names, is the largest of the 
naturally occurring Spratly Islands in the South China Sea.The island is elliptical in shape being 
1.4 kilometres (0.87 mi) in length and 0.4 kilometres (0.25 mi) in width, with an area of 46 hectares 
(110 acres). It is part of the Tizard Bank (Zheng He Reefs). The Taiping Island Airport is the most 
prominent artificial feature on the island.

The island is administered by the Republic of China (Taiwan), as part of Cijin, Kaohsiung. It is 
also claimed by the People's Republic of China, the Philippines and Vietnam.
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Thitu Island  having an area of 37.2 hectares, is the second largest of the naturally occurring Spratly 
Islands and the largest of the Philippine-occupied naturally occurring Spratly Islands. It lies about 480 
kilometres (300 mi) west of Puerto Princesa City. Its neighbours are the North Danger Reef to the north, Subi 
Reef to the west, and the Loaita and Tizard Banks to the south.
Though occupied by the Philippines 

There are numerous plans for the island. One of the plans, proposed by the Philippine Navy since 1999, 
is to create a long causeway that leads all the way to a deep water region The island is completely 
surrounded by its expansive shallow coral base. The Philippine Navy has proposed a naval base be built 
on the island, specifically for the purposes of training the Philippine Navy's elite Special Warfare Group or 
Navy Seals.

Thitu Island
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Subi Reef being developed, May 2015

Also in 2015, the USS Lassen sailed within 12 nautical miles of the reef, prompting the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry to call the action a "provocation" and they vowed to keep building up in the South China 
Sea. As per the US Navy, this was a routine "freedom of navigation" exercise. Similar exercises are 
performed routinely about 12-28 times per year

During 2014, the Chinese started reclaiming land at Subi Reef, and by the end of 2015 had developed it into 
an island of 3.95 square kilometres (1.53 sq mi), with a military base, a large harbour, and an airstrip 
of about 3,000 metres. In April 2016 a new lighthouse 55 metres high commenced operations.
In November 2015, two U.S. B-52 strategic bombers flew in airspace near the area. They were contacted by 
Chinese ground control, but were allowed to continue their mission undeterred
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Since a natural island can claim the territorial waters within a radius of 12 nautical miles from the island, China may 
have hoped it could extend the concept of maritime boundary set out by the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea to make similar claims around the artificial islands too. The United States 
interprets the same international law by saying it cannot be applied for artificial islands, built on top of 
underwater reefs.
If China gets its way, ships that once sailed in what used to be international waters, may be compelled to seek China’s 
permission to enter its ‘territorial waters’.



Satellite imagery from 30 March, 7 August 2014 and 30 January 2015 shows the extent of 
Chinese progress in building an island at Gaven Reefs in the Spratly Islands.





The official Xinhua 
news agency said 
the group also 
performed a show 
entitled “The 
People’s Navy 
Advances” on 
Monday evening on 
Kagitingan (Fiery 
Cross) Reef, where 
China has 
constructed a 
runway capable of 
handling its largest 
military aircraft. The 
show included 
magic tricks and 
songs such as “Ode 
to the South Sea 
Defenders,” Xinhua 
said. 



The archipelago includes about 130 small coral 
islands and reefs, most grouped into the northeast 
Amphitrite Group or the western Crescent Group. 
They are distributed over a maritime area of around 
15,000 square kilometres (5,800 sq mi), with a land 
area of approximately 7.75 square kilometres 
(2.99 sq mi)

China (PRC) took over the Amphitrite 
Group in 1950 from Taiwan (ROC) during 
the Chinese Civil War, and the Crescent 
Group from South Vietnam in the Battle of 
the Paracel Islands in January 1974. South 
Vietnam's claim to the islands was inherited 
by the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, which 
has ruled all of Vietnam since 1976. In July 
2012, China (PRC) established the city of 
Sansha, under Hainan Province, to administer 
the area.

Population
Over 1,000 (as of 2014)
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Paracel Islands
Woody Island



The centre of 
government for 
Sansha is located on 
Woody Island 
(Yongxing Dao) in the 
Paracels, where about 
1,000 Chinese (PRC) 
reside  With a land 
area of 210ha, Woody 
Island is the largest 
contiguous land area 
in the South China 
Sea.The total land 
area of Sansha, which 
includes the islands in 
the Paracel and 
Spratly groups, is less 
than 5 square miles 
(13 km2).[9] Nationally, 
Sansha is the smallest 
prefecture-level city, by 
both population and 
land area, but the 
largest by total area, 
and is also the 
southernmost 
prefecture-level city 
of the PRC.
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In a new development in the South China Sea dispute, Vietnam on Thursday demanded that China removes 
its oil exploration rig near the Paracel Islands until both countries negotiate on an agreeable demarcation line.  
"Vietnam resolutely opposes and demands that China abandon drilling plans and immediately withdraw the 
Hai Duong 981 oil rig from this area, and that it not take additional unilateral actions that further complicate 
the situation," Vietnam's Foreign Minster spokesman Le Hai Binh said in a statement.

Read more: http://www.chinatopix.com/articles/82383/20160408/remove-oil-rig-south-china-sea-vietnam-
new-prime-minister.htm#ixzz47cylwcef
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The "great wall of sand" is the common name given to a series of land reclamation projects 
undertaken by the Chinese government since 2014 in the South China Sea – particularly the Paracel 
Island and Spratly island groups – in order to strengthen Chinese territorial claims to the region 
demarcated by the "nine-dash line".They are created by dredging sand onto coral reefs to create 
artificial islands which are then concreted to make permanent structures. By the 2015 Shangri-La 
Dialogue over 8.1 square kilometres (810 ha) of new land has been created. By June 2015, the land 
reclamation had reached 13.5 km2 and appeared complete.
China states that the construction is for "improving the working and living conditions of people stationed 
on these islands" and that, "China is aiming to provide shelter, aid in navigation, weather forecasts and 
fishery assistance to ships of various countries passing through the sea." Defence analysts IHS Janes 
states that it is a "methodical, well planned campaign to create a chain of air and sea-capable 
fortresses".These "military-ready" installations include sea-walls and deep-water ports, 
barracks, and notably including runways on Fiery Cross Reef and Johnson South Reef. Aside 
from geo-political tensions, concerns have been raised about the environmental impact on fragile reef 
ecosystems through the destruction of habitat, pollution and interruption of migration routes.

“Great Wall of 
Sand”?
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The nine-dash line , and at various times 
also referred to as the "10-dash line" and 
the "11-dash line", refers to the 
demarcation line used initially by the 
government of the Republic of China 
(ROC / Taiwan), and subsequently also 
by the government of the People's 
Republic of China (PRC), for their 
claims of the major part of the South 
China Sea.The contested area in the 
South China Sea includes the Paracel 
Islands, the Spratly Islands, and various 
other areas including the Pratas Islands, 
the Macclesfield Bank and the 
Scarborough Shoal.
 
Despite having made the vague claim 
public in 1947, China has not (as of 2015) 
filed a formal and specifically defined 
claim to the area within the dashes. The 
People's Republic of China added a tenth-
dash line to the east of Taiwan island in 
2013 as a part of its official sovereignty 
claim to the disputed territories in the 
South China Sea.

Nine-Dash Line 
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& Exclusive
 Economic 

Zones 



Natuna

By Miles Yu - - Thursday, November 
19, 2015
In a rare move to avoid 
further isolation in a region 
where it has territorial 
disputes with nearly all of its 
maritime neighbors, China 
made a major concession 
last week by publicly 
clarifying and 
acknowledging 
Indonesia’s sovereign 
right to the Natuna Islands 
in the South China Sea.

This is significant because, 
although the Natuna Islands are 
outside of China’s self-designated 
“Nine-Dash-Line” that lays claim to 
virtually all of the South China Sea, 
Natuna’s 200-miles exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ) protrudes 
into the area defined by the 
Nine-Dash-Line. 

Under the newly elected President Joko Widodo, Indonesia has stepped up military fortifications on the Natuna Islands. 
Weeks ago, he ordered more Su-27, Su-30, and F-16 fighter planes and P3-C maritime surveillance and anti-submarine aircraft 
to the islands, adding more troops to the military base there to demonstrate Indonesia’s resolve to protect its territory and the 
EEZ areas around the Natunas.
Then, on Nov. 11, Jakarta dropped a bombshell on Beijing. The Indonesian security chief Luhut Panjaitan told reporters that if 
dialogue with China on the Natuna islands did not yield any result soon, Indonesia might follow the footsteps of the 
Philippines and bring China to the international arbitration court for a clarification.
T
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Foreign Affairs Minister Retno LP Marsudi said the Indonesian government had conveyed a note of protest 
to the Chinese government, outlining the transgressions conducted by the coast guard vessel that the 
minister said had "violated the sovereignty and jurisdiction of Indonesian territory within the exclusive 
economic zone ( ZEE ) and continental shelf".
The minister made the statement after the Indonesian Maritime and Fisheries Monitoring Task Force attempted on 
Sunday to capture a Chinese fishing boat that had been fishing illegally in Indonesian waters near the 
Natuna Islands before a Chinese coast guard vessel forcibly rescued the trawler by pushing it back into 
Chinese waters.

Retno said the coast guard ship had disrupted Indonesian authorities who were acting in accordance to the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea ( UNCLOS ). Furthermore, the minister also pointed to the actions of 
the coast guard ship as a violation of Indonesian territorial waters.



BEIJING (Reuters) - Chinese and Indonesian officials pledged to boost security ties, 
marine cooperation and infrastructure investment, state media reported on 
Tuesday, after a diplomatic spat over what Indonesia called a breach of its 
sovereignty by the Chinese coastguard.

The two countries will strengthen defense ties including in anti-terrorism, law 
enforcement, curbing narcotics, as well as "marine cooperation", according to the 
official Xinhua news agency.

Jakarta and Beijing will also work together in the fields of railway, electric power, mining, 
aerospace, agriculture and fisheries, Xinhua added.



DECLARATION ON THE CONDUCT OF PARTIES IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA
The Governments of the Member States of ASEAN and the Government of the People’s Republic of China,
REAFFIRMING their determination to consolidate and develop the friendship and cooperation existing between their people 
and governments with the view to promoting a 21st century-oriented partnership of good neighbourliness and mutual trust;
COGNIZANT of the need to promote a peaceful, friendly and harmonious environment in the South China Sea between ASEAN and 
China for the enhancement of peace, stability, economic growth and prosperity in the region;
COMMITTED to enhancing the principles and objectives of the 1997 Joint Statement of the Meeting of the Heads of State/Government 
of the Member States of ASEAN and President of the People’s Republic of China;
DESIRING to enhance favourable conditions for a peaceful and durable solution of differences and disputes among countries 
concerned;
HEREBY DECLARE the following:
1. The Parties reaffirm their commitment to the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the 1982 UN 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence, and other universally recognized principles of international law which shall serve as the basic norms governing state-to-
state relations;
2. The Parties are committed to exploring ways for building trust and confidence in accordance with the above-mentioned principles 
and on the basis of equality and mutual respect;
3. The Parties reaffirm their respect for and commitment to the freedom of navigation in and overflight above the South China Sea as 
provided for by the universally recognized principles of international law, including the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea;
4. The Parties concerned undertake to resolve their territorial and jurisdictional disputes by peaceful means, without 
resorting to the threat or use of force, through friendly consultations and negotiations by sovereign states directly 
concerned, in accordance with universally recognized principles of international law, including the 1982 UN Convention on 
the Law of the Sea; 2012

ASEAN
A United Front for Peaceful Solution?



China has agreed with Brunei, Cambodia and Laos that the South China Sea territorial dispute should not affect 
relations between China and the Association of South East Asian National (ASEAN), China's Foreign Ministry 
said on Sunday.
Four members of the 10-member ASEAN - the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei - have rival claims to parts of 
the South China Sea with China, which says virtually the entire sea belongs to it. China is the biggest trade partner of 
many ASEAN nations.
China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi spoke to reporters in the Lao capital, Vientiane, on Saturday and was quoted by his 
ministry as saying China had reached "an important consensus" with Brunei, Cambodia and Laos.
The South China Sea problem was not a China-ASEAN dispute and it "should not affect China-ASEAN relations”, the 
ministry said in a statement, referring to their agreement.

“China is trying to preemptively divide 
ASEAN, so when the ruling comes 
down, there won’t be a united or firm 
ASEAN statement supporting the ruling 
against China,” said Yanmei Xie, senior 
China analyst with the International 
Crisis Group.”



Chinese 
Historical
 Evidence?



Carpio, who led the launching of the cartographic exhibit at the University of the Philippines Diliman, explained that one batch of maps (shown below) as those made by Chinese 
authorities or commissioned by the dynasties of old.
None of the maps indicates the disputed Kalyaan (Spratlys) Islands and the part of the South China Sea (West Philippine Sea) claimed by the Philippines, are covered by the 
Asian giant's sovereignty "since time immemorial," Carpio said.

"Throughout Chinese 
dynasties, China's 
territory never included 
the Spratly Islands and 
the Scarborough Shoal," 
Carpio, maritime law 
expert, said.
He said the existence of 
ancient Chinese maps 
disproved China's so-
called historical claims 
based on the nine-dash 
line covering maritime 
features and areas the 
Philippines considers its 
own.



China’s claim to the Spratlys on the basis of history runs aground on the fact that the region’s past empires did not 
exercise sovereignty. In pre-modern Asia, empires were characterized by undefined, unprotected, and often 
changing frontiers. The notion of suzerainty prevailed. Unlike a nation-state, the frontiers of Chinese 
empires were neither carefully drawn nor policed but were more like circles or zones, tapering off 
from the center of civilization to the undefined periphery of alien barbarians. More importantly, in its 
territorial disputes with neighboring India, Burma, and Vietnam, Beijing always took the position that its land 
boundaries were never defined, demarcated, and delimited. But now, when it comes to islands, shoals, and reefs in 
the South China Sea, Beijing claims otherwise. In other words, China’s claim that its land boundaries were 
historically never defined and delimited stands in sharp contrast with the stance that China’s maritime boundaries 
were always clearly defined and delimited. Herein lies a basic contradiction in the Chinese stand on land and 
maritime boundaries which is untenable. Actually, it is the mid-twentieth-century attempts to convert 
the undefined frontiers of ancient civilizations and kingdoms enjoying suzerainty into clearly 
defined, delimited, and demarcated boundaries of modern nation-states exercising sovereignty 
that lie at the center of China’s territorial and maritime disputes with neighboring countries. Put 
simply, sovereignty is a post-imperial notion ascribed to nation-states, not ancient empires.



Why So Much Chinese Concern About the 
South China Sea?



World Shipping Routes





Gas & Oil?

The Geology and Mineral Resources Ministry of the People's Republic of China (PRC) has estimated that the Spratly area 
holds oil and natural gas reserves of 17.7 billion tons (1.60 × 1010 kg), compared to the 13 billion tons (1.17 × 1010 kg) 
held by Kuwait, placing it as, potentially, the fourth largest reserve bed in the world. The United States Energy Information 
Administration contests this, estimating almost no oil and less than 100 billion cubic feet of natural gas exists in fields 
near the Spratly Islands.[. Still, these large potential reserves have assisted in intensifying the territorial claims of the 
neighbouring countries.
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Wherever SCS gas would be marketed and how it would be delivered (pipeline or LNG) would likely be based on commercial 
rather than political decisions and which may not materially contribute to Chinese energy security. These commercial, 
technological and logistical considerations strengthen the argument that the SCS territorial dispute is not driven by resource 
competition as an end to itself. Rather, resource competition is a means to an end—as an instrument for Beijing to assert 
territorial sovereignty for geopolitical and strategic purposes. 
Even more indicative is that China’s most assertive and belligerent claims are directed towards Vietnam and the Philippines, 
rather than towards Malaysia and Indonesia which hold the largest shares of offshore oil and gas resources in 
the SCS
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Gas & Oil Here Too?
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China’s Claims
 & 

Desires

Controlled by China, 
Claimed by India

Controlled by India, 
Claimed by China

The Island Chain Strategy is a strategy first mentioned by American foreign policy commentator 
John Foster Dulles in 1951 during the Korean War. It suggests surrounding the USSR and 
China by sea. The island chain concept did not become a major theme in American policy, however 
it has become a major fixation of Chinese analysts to this day. The concept heightens Chinese 
fears that they will be encircled by American forces, and emphasizes the geographical and strategic 
importance of Taiwan. It helps shape Chinese naval options and strategies, as well as playing a role 
in economic policy
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China: 
Development 

of a Blue 
Water Navy

In a 2013 report to 
Congress, defense 
experts also assert that 
over the coming 
decades, China will gain 
the capability to project 
power across the globe  
– similar to Britain's 1982 
Falklands War.In 
addition, there are those 
who think China already 
has a blue-water navy, 
such as British naval 
historian and professor, 
Geoffrey Till and also, 
Professor David 
Shambaugh who 
believes that the PLAN 
has transitioned from a 
green-water navy to that 
of a "limited" blue-water 
navy



China’s Indian Ocean Strategy?

The String of Pearls theory is a geopolitical theory regarding potential Chinese intentions in the Indian Ocean region. It refers to the 
network of Chinese military and commercial facilities and relationships along its sea lines of communication, which extend 
from the Chinese mainland to Port Sudan. The sea lines run through several major maritime choke points such as the Strait of 
Mandeb, the Strait of Malacca, the Strait of Hormuz and the Lombok Strait, as well as other strategic maritime centers in Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka, Bangladesh, the Maldives and Somalia. The term as a geopolitical concept was first used in an internal United States 
Department of Defense report titled "Energy Futures in Asia".The term has never been used by official Chinese government 
sources, but is often used in the Indian media
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Gwadar Port is a warm-water, deep-sea port situated on the Arabian Sea at Gwadar in Balochistan 
province of Pakistan. The port is a major destination in the China–Pakistan Economic Corridor. On 
12 November 2015, Pakistan and China signed a deal to acquire the usage rights to more than 
2,000 acres of land for a Chinese company, Chinese official media reported.The leasing would last 
43 years.

Gwadar 
Linchpin?
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The China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a collection of projects currently under construction 
at a cost of $46 billion which is intended to rapidly expand and upgrade Pakistani infrastructure, as well 
as deepen and broaden economic links between Pakistan and the People's Republic of China.The 
corridor is considered to be an extension of China's ambitious proposed 21st century Silk Road initiative, 
and is considered central to China–Pakistan relations.

China 
Pakistan 
Economic 
Corridor 
(CPEC) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_Belt,_One_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_Belt,_One_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China%E2%80%93Pakistan_relations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China%E2%80%93Pakistan_relations


Maritime Route to China 1

Maritime Route to China 2

Land Route to China 1
(Burma/Myanmar)

Land Route to China 
2

(Pakistan)

Land Route to China 3
(Central Asia)



In an interview with The New York Times published on Tuesday, Yan Xuetong, director of 
the Institute for International Relations at Beijing's Tsinghua University, said, 
"China has only one real ally, Pakistan."
In context, Yan seemed to be working off of a narrow definition of alliances.
North Korea, he said, is not a Chinese ally because of Beijing's 2013 declaration that the 
two countries had "normal relations," and the fact that the "two countries' leaders haven't met 
for years."
"China has provided Pakistan with much of its nuclear weapons program, an even 
greater portion of its ballistic missile program, a steady stream of conventional 
arms, and steadfast diplomatic support that has spanned over half a century," Blank 
writes.

Close ties with Pakistan offer obvious benefits to Beijing: The country counter-balances 
India, one of China's top regional rivals, and gives China a strategic reach into Central Asia, the 
Middle East, and the Indian Ocean basin.
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(Vietnam: Most Pro-US & Anti-China?)
Pakistan: Most Pro-China & Anti-US?

Public Opinion



Vietnam: 
Officially a Communist State,

 Yet Highest
 Level of Support for 

Capitalism in the World



At a conference in China recently, a Chinese scholar seated next to me made the following 
ominous comment: “The United States is building up its alliances to surround and 
contain China. But China can also build up alliances to counter the United States.” 
Many Western strategists are, of course, dismissive of such warnings, on account of Beijing’s 
long-touted conviction that alliances are outdated and irrelevant. To boot, those states 
closest to Beijing, such as Pakistan, Laos and North Korea, are not particularly 
powerful and may form more of a burden than a benefit to Chinese foreign policy. 
But as a recent article on this forum illustrates, some major Chinese academic strategists 
continue to advocate for a change in China’s approach.

At the end of the article, the clarion call for alliance building and leadership is substantially 
reigned in. Earlier in the piece, Xu had noted that more than thirty years of steady economic 
growth show that the disposition to “reject alliances” (不结盟) under Deng Xiaoping’s 
famous dictum to “conceal one’s strength and bide one’s time” (韬光养晦) has enjoyed 
significant success. He contends that Beijing’s current inclination to form partnerships 
(结伴), rather than alliances, suits China’s current circumstances. However, Xu is 
quite clear that he doesn’t want alliances, as a tool of diplomacy, to be taken off the table of 
China’s future options.
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Russia and China have 
f o r g e d a n a l l i a n c e 
against the American, 
Western  hegemony  and 
this is visible in Beijing’s 
stance on the South 
Ch ina Sea , says an 
American analyst.
“China is concerned about 
American influence in East 
Asia,” Keith Preston, 
d i r e c t o r o f 
attackthesystem.com, 
told Press TV on Sunday.
“China I think now is trying 
to counter that, trying to 
counter the American 
influence somewhat and 
c r e a t e a d e f e n s i v e 
perimeter of its own,” he 
added.

PressTV=Iran
Wishful 

Thinking?



Little Chance of a Formal Alliance
With these considerations in mind, the Beijing–Moscow relationship faces many challenges that will inhibit 
progression to a formal alliance. Foremost is the lingering perception within Russia that China remains a 
threat to their security. Whilst this viewpoint stems from historical mistrust, the territorial 
integrity of Russia continues to be viewed with a level of anxiety, due to heightened Chinese migration, coupled 
with an extensive shared border.
“The Chinese regard the Russians as difficult business partners. They complain, first, that commercial ties 
are often hostage to geopolitical fortune. It seems there are always ulterior motives.” Indeed, such laws likely stem 
from the high levels of xenophobia within the Russian Federation, and the need to be receptive to the 
wave of discontent towards ethnic migration.
Such representations play into broader notions of Western relations. In this sense, Russia remains skeptical of 
China’s long game, and whether China legitimately views the West as an enemy—as supposedly 
Russia does—or a critical partner in their future success. Such an acquiescent Chinese view of the West 
would hamper China from becoming too close to Russia, as it would impede upon China’s capacity to be an “equal” 
global leader with America.
Similarly, while Russia has strengthened their bilateral relations with China, there remain questions around 
Putin’s broader Asian policy. Putin has never attended the East Asia Summit, and prior to the imposition of 
European economic sanctions, prioritized engagement with Europe, over that of Asia. Such ambiguity leaves 
open the possibility that a future Russian president will pursue a policy of mending relations with 
the West, whereby the Russia–China axis would become obsolete.
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China's plans to create a new Central Asian security bloc have raised concerns in Moscow that 
Russia is declining geopolitically in Central Asia and may now be competing with China. 
General Fang Fenghui, the chief of general staff of the People's Liberation Army, said on a visit to Kabul 
this month that China was proposing an anti-terror regional alliance consisting of Afghanistan, 
China, Pakistan, and Tajikistan. Almost no details about the grouping have been announced, but a 
spokesman for Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani "said the Chinese military chief asked for 
Afghanistan's participation in the Chinese-proposed anti-terrorism mechanism with Pakistan and 
Tajikistan," VOA reported. "President Ghani has endorsed the proposal," the spokesman said.

China has been exploring a greater role in Afghan security; during Fang's visit he also promised $70 
million in military aid to Afghanistan. But the fact that this proposed alliance would include 
Tajikistan, and exclude Russia, has raised alarm bells in Moscow. Russia has, until now, seen 
itself either as the primary security provider in Central Asia or, at times, a partner with China. But 
that may be changing.
"There is a danger in this new alliance, along with Pakistan and Afghanistan China is including 
Tajikistan, which Russia has until recently considered part of its zone of influence," said Andrey Serenko, 
of the Russian think tank Center for the Study of Contemporary Afghanistan, in an interview with the 
newspaper Izvestiya. "Russia's involvement in Ukraine and the Middle East have resulted in us 
losing our position in Central Asia. It appears that in this 'Central Asian NATO' under the Chinese 
umbrella, Russia may be the odd one out."
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Vietnam has been busy pursuing friendship with plenty of other nations too, 
including India, Russia, and even Australia. There is also a new Strategic Partnership 
with the Philippines. Hanoi continues to work within ASEAN too, despite the organization still 
being a bit toothless when it comes to South China Sea problems.
While China's actions are driving the two countries closer, the possibility of a U.S. alliance troubles 
hardline members of the Party and Politburo, thanks to worries about it being a quiet way for the 
U.S. to push harder for greater transparency and democracy. But to really understand the limits to 
U.S.-Vietnam cooperation, consider this: many in Australia agree that Australia cannot hope to stay 
militarily close to the US and trade well with China. Given that China is also Vietnam's largest 
trading partner, and that the nations share a border, hold security dialogues, and are tied through 
communist party links, an alliance would be a hard thing for Vietnam to manage (even ignoring 
its formal policy of non-alignment).
Every nation is engaged in its own hedging game between the two great powers. There are limits 
to how close Hanoi can move to Washington, but such moves do rattle Beijing, and 
may provide greater breathing room in the South China Sea, which is what this is 
about in the first place.
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China & Vietnam 
Have Already Fought...



For India, closer US defence ties 
would bring greater access to 
American technology, and it too 
has been alarmed by China’s 
naval forays in the Indian Ocean. 
But India has been historically 
wary of drawing too near to any 
one country.
“India’s very reluctant to be 
seen as too close to the United 
States, but the Pentagon is very 
bullish on this relationship,” 
said Shane Mason, a research 
associate at the Stimson Center in 
Washington.
It is also a favoured initiative of 
Carter, who established a special 
cell within the Pentagon last year 
to promote cooperation with India.
“There’s no question about where 
the United States-India 
relationship is going,” Carter said 
on Friday, at a talk at the Council 
on Foreign Relations in New York. 
“We can control and influence the 
pace, and I want to do that.”
The US military has made clear 
it would like to do more with 
India, especially in countering 
China’s moves.





India and the United States are in talks to help each other track submarines in the Indian Ocean, 
military officials say, a move that could further tighten defense ties between New Delhi and 
Washington as China steps up its undersea activities.
Both the United States and India are growing concerned at the reach and ambition of the Chinese navy, 
which is taking an increasingly assertive stance in the South China Sea and is challenging India's 
domination in the Indian Ocean.
New Delhi, shedding its decades-old reluctance to be drawn into America's embrace, agreed last 
month to open up its military bases to the United States in exchange for access to weapons 
technology to help it narrow the gap with China.
The two sides also said their navies will hold talks on anti submarine warfare (ASW), an area of 
sensitive military technology and closely held tactics that only allies share. 
"These types of basic engagements will be the building blocks for an enduring Navy-to-Navy relationship 
that we hope will grow over time into a shared ASW capability," one U.S. official familiar with India-U.S. 
military cooperation said, speaking on condition of anonymity. 
Indian naval officials say Chinese submarines have been sighted on an average four times every 
three months. Some are seen near India's Andamans and Nicobar islands that lie near the 
Malacca Straits, the entry to the South China Sea through which more than 80 percent of China's fuel 
supplies pass.
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One Belt, One Road
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-century Maritime Silk Road, also known as The Belt and 
Road (abbreviated B&R), One Belt, One Road (abbreviated OBOR) o is a development strategy and 
framework, proposed by Chinese paramount leader Xi Jinping that focuses on connectivity and 
cooperation among countries primarily between the People's Republic of China and the rest of 
Eurasia, which consists of two main components, the land-based "Silk Road Economic Belt" (SREB) 
and oceangoing "Maritime Silk Road" (MSR). The strategy underlines China's push to take a bigger role 
in global affairs, and its need to export China's production capacity in areas of overproduction such as 
steel manufacturing
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Top five countries by military expenditure in 2016.
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