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In General, The News Seems Grim....



Scientists in the US have warned that the shortage of yellow fever vaccines could 
spark a global health emergency.
An outbreak of the mosquito-borne viral disease has killed 277 people in Angola since 
December, according to the UN World Health Organization (WHO).
An article in the Journal of the American Medical Association warns that it could spread 
to other continents.
The WHO says almost six million people have been vaccinated in Angola, which has a 
population of 24.3 million.
In April, the WHO said the emergency stockpile of vaccines had ran out.
The virus has already spread to neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Kenya and China.

http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2522030
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2522030
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/205947/1/yellowsitrep_5May2016_eng.pdf?ua=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/205947/1/yellowsitrep_5May2016_eng.pdf?ua=1


The Guardian

More than 36 million people face hunger across southern and 
eastern Africa, the United Nations has warned, as swaths of the 
continent grapple with the worst drought in decades at a time of 
record high temperatures.
The immediate cause of the drought which has crippled countries 
from Ethiopia to Zimbabwe is one of the strongest El Niño events 
ever recorded. It has turned normal weather patterns upside down 
around the globe, climate scientists say.
But with the world still reeling from record-high temperatures in 
February, there are fears that the long-term impacts of climate 
change are also undermining the region’s ability to endure extremes 
in weather, leaving huge numbers of people vulnerable to hunger 
and disease.
The worst hit country in the current crisis is Ethiopia, where 
rains vital to four-fifths of the country’s crops have failed. Unicef 
has said it is making plans to treat more than 2 million children for 
malnutrition, and says more than 10 million people will need 
food aid.

http://www.theguardian.com/us
http://www.theguardian.com/us
http://www.theguardian.com/world/africa
http://www.theguardian.com/world/africa
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/feb/17/el-nino-leaves-100-million-people-hungry-short-of-water-droughts-floods-worldwide
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/feb/17/el-nino-leaves-100-million-people-hungry-short-of-water-droughts-floods-worldwide
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2016/mar/14/february-breaks-global-temperature-records-by-shocking-amount
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2016/mar/14/february-breaks-global-temperature-records-by-shocking-amount
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2016/mar/14/february-breaks-global-temperature-records-by-shocking-amount
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2016/mar/14/february-breaks-global-temperature-records-by-shocking-amount
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/mar/03/we-are-waiting-to-die-ethiopians-pray-even-as-drought-response-praised
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/mar/03/we-are-waiting-to-die-ethiopians-pray-even-as-drought-response-praised
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AllAfrica

http://allafrica.com/
http://allafrica.com/


Narratives about sub-Saharan Africa's economic growth have swung, during 
the past four decades, between two extremes: pessimism and exuberance. 
After much exuberance about Africa's strong growth over the past two 
decades, albeit driven by a few countries, the tide is turning back to despair.
This is informed by bad news from a number of African countries, including the 
continent's biggest economies, Nigeria and South Africa, which have stagnated, or at 
best slowed down.
Over and above the big squeeze in weak commodity prices, self-inflicted wounds have 
forced several countries to seek financial assistance from the IMF, the latest being Angola, 
which joins Mozambique and Ghana.
So, what went wrong? A recent report by the UN Economic Commission for Africa, titled 
"Transformative Industrial Policy for Africa", offers a balanced, if not sober, analysis of 
Africa's economic growth during the past two decades. In doing so, the report helps explain 
the reasons why some countries that were growing very fast even after the 2008 financial 
crisis are now on the back foot.

Even the Recent Good Economic News
Is Now Yesterday’s Story?



More than 60 armed groups are operating in North Kivu and South Kivu 
Provinces, including a growing Islamist insurgency, whose fighters have hacked 
hundreds of people to death. Beyond that, there are remnants in the Uele area of the 
Lord’s Resistance Army, a rebel group that specializes in abducting children 
and turning them into killers; predatory rebels in Ituri; Bakata separatists in 
Katanga; armed factions in Maniema; fighters in the Nyunzu area; and youth militias in 
the capital, Kinshasa.
Few nations in Africa, if not the world, are home to as many armed groups. Even after 
billions of dollars in aid, one of the largest peacekeeping missions in United Nations 
history and substantial international attention over two decades, Congo’s 
government is incapable of providing the most elemental service: security.
Fragmentation. Factionalization. Decay. Ungoverned space. Ungovernable space. 
These are the terms used by aid workers and academics to describe Congo today. And it 
is likely to get worse.

And Deadly Strife Continues Unabated....



By 2008, the war and its aftermath 
had caused 5.4 million deaths, 
principally through disease and 
starvation, making the Second 
Congo War the deadliest conflict 
worldwide since World War II. 

Another 2 million are displaced from 
their homes or sought asylum in 
neighbouring countries

Continued Fall-Out From 
the “Great War of Africa”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Displaced_person
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Displaced_person
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refugee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refugee


And Other Vile Organizations Continue 
To Rampage....





Multiple Wars of the1980s, 1990s



And 
Deaths 

Continue, 
Long 

After the 
Fighting 
Stops...



Over 10,000

1,000-10,000
100-999
50-99

War Fatalities*
2015

*Only direct deaths resulting from violence are included for the current and past year

Data Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ongoing_armed_conflicts

BUT: How Much Current Military Violence 
in “Lower Africa”?
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ongoing_armed_conflicts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ongoing_armed_conflicts
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Better 
Conditions 
Through All 

of Sub-
Saharan 
Africa



But, Increase Since 
2007



Life Expectancy

AIDs Epidemic



Life Expectancy



Life Expectancy



Life Expectancy

Sub-Saharan Africa
“Lost Decade”



United States:
55 years in 1920





Under Age 5 Mortality Decline



Why the Decline?



Decline of Other Diseases
Rare Feature: More Progress in Africa than Elsewhere



December is usually the official kick off of what’s known as “meningitis season” in parts of Africa. The dry 
weather creates conditions optimal for the spread of the infection, which  attacks the lining of the brain and spinal 
cord. It’s always painful. Often times debilitating. And in half of all untreated cases, deadly.  

The last big outbreak was in 1996-1997. 250,000 people were infected and some 25,000 people died. Even in off 
years, there are low level meningitis outbreaks. Last year, 1,300 people died from the disease in Africa. 

But this year, there will be no meningitis season at all.  

It did not make front page headlines, but last month it was announced that cases of meningitis dropped to 
effectively zero in 2014 across the meningitis belt. 

The disease has been effectively wiped out through a combination of technological innovation, political will, 
and an unusual collaboration between the pharmaceutical industry, NGOs and governments. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/health-34764882
http://www.bbc.com/news/health-34764882


Dracunculiasis, also called 
guinea worm disease 
(GWD), is an infection by the 
guinea worm. A person 
becomes infected when they 
drink water that contains water 
fleas infected with guinea 
worm larvae. Initially there are 
no symptoms. About one year 
later, the person develops a 
painful burning feeling as the 
female worm forms a blister in 
the skin, usually on the lower 
limb. The worm then comes 
out of the skin over the course 
of a few weeks. During this 
time, it may be difficult to 
walk or work.

22 Cases in 2015; 2 thus far in 2016

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dracunculus_medinensis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dracunculus_medinensis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyclops_(genus)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyclops_(genus)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyclops_(genus)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyclops_(genus)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larva


Rod of Asclepius is a serpent-
entwined rod wielded by the 
Greek god Asclepius, a deity 
associated with healing and 
medicine. Some commentators 
have interpreted the symbol as 
a direct representation of 
traditional treatment of 
Dracunculiasis, the Guinea 
worm disease

It is thought that in the Bible (Numbers 21:6) the 
fiery serpents that descended upon the Israelites 
in the 12th or 13th century bce at the shores of the 
Red Sea were in fact guinea worms

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asclepius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asclepius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dracunculiasis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dracunculiasis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinea_worm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinea_worm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinea_worm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinea_worm
http://www.britannica.com/place/Red-Sea
http://www.britannica.com/place/Red-Sea




Polio 2004 Polio 2015



Africa’s Biggest Killer: Tuberculosis



A new method, developed by team of scientists at Stellenbosch University in South Africa, 
uses a pin prick to measure the blood chemicals of people possibly infected. This 
centralizes the process, allowing healthcare workers to test patients on the ground 
and have results in an hour, Professor Gerhard Walzl, one of the test’s inventors told The 
Conversation.

At $2.50 per test, compared to $45 per culture test and $12 per sputum test, it also 
promises to be a much cheaper method, according to Walzl. Still in the development phase, 
the patent will be tested in five African countries over the next three years.

https://theconversation.com/african-scientists-a-step-closer-to-testing-for-tb-in-a-matter-of-minutes-59285?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%2016%202016%20-%204866&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%2016%202016%20-%204866+CID_5e2e44baeaa5c49648110a2f01903b2a&utm_source=campaign_monitor_africa&utm_term=African%20scientists%20a%20step%20closer%20to%20testing%20for%20TB%20in%20a%20matter%20of%20minutes
https://theconversation.com/african-scientists-a-step-closer-to-testing-for-tb-in-a-matter-of-minutes-59285?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%2016%202016%20-%204866&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%2016%202016%20-%204866+CID_5e2e44baeaa5c49648110a2f01903b2a&utm_source=campaign_monitor_africa&utm_term=African%20scientists%20a%20step%20closer%20to%20testing%20for%20TB%20in%20a%20matter%20of%20minutes
https://theconversation.com/african-scientists-a-step-closer-to-testing-for-tb-in-a-matter-of-minutes-59285?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%2016%202016%20-%204866&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%2016%202016%20-%204866+CID_5e2e44baeaa5c49648110a2f01903b2a&utm_source=campaign_monitor_africa&utm_term=African%20scientists%20a%20step%20closer%20to%20testing%20for%20TB%20in%20a%20matter%20of%20minutes
https://theconversation.com/african-scientists-a-step-closer-to-testing-for-tb-in-a-matter-of-minutes-59285?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%2016%202016%20-%204866&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20May%2016%202016%20-%204866+CID_5e2e44baeaa5c49648110a2f01903b2a&utm_source=campaign_monitor_africa&utm_term=African%20scientists%20a%20step%20closer%20to%20testing%20for%20TB%20in%20a%20matter%20of%20minutes


Education: Positive Trends As Well





Female Literacy 
Rate, 

Above Age 15

no date provided



But What About Exreme Poverty?
(Sub-Saharan Africa as a Whole, Due to Data Limitations)

No Progress To Speak Of? 



But Perhaps a Different Story ....



Well, What About Hunger: 
Inceasing in Sub-Saharan Africa, No?



But Perhaps a Different Story ....

Gradual Reduction Hunger Prevalence, 
But Increase in Absolute Numbers



Feeding Africa: Agricultural Output
Stagnation?



Food Aid Needed



But, Significant Food Production Increase 
Since 2000



Gradual Yield Increase Since 1960



Substantial Agricultural Potential?





Where Yields Could Improve?



Most African Soils Are Infertile, But Large 
Areas of Natural Soil Fertility 

Clay Plains of 
South Sudan 



What’s Holding Back 
African Agriculture?



Will Climate Change Undermine African 
Agriculture?

Perhaps, in Many But Not All Areas



The beneficial aspect of CO2 
fertilization in promoting plant 
growth has been used by 
contrarians ... to argue against 
cuts in carbon emissions to 
mitigate climate change, similar 
to those agreed at the 21st 
Conference of Parties (COP) 
meeting in Paris last year under the 
UN Framework on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC). "The fallacy of the 
contrarian argument is two-fold. 
First, the many negative aspects 
of climate change, namely global 
warming, rising sea levels, 
melting glaciers and sea ice, 
more severe tropical storms, etc. 
are not acknowledged. Second, 
studies have shown that plants 
acclimatize, or adjust, to rising 
CO2 concentration and the 
fertilization effect diminishes 
over time," says co-author Dr. 
Philippe Ciais, 

Read more at: http://phys.org/
news/2016-04-co2-fertilization-
greening-earth.html#jCp

But, Current Trend=Greening “Greening of the 
Earth and its Drivers,”
Nature Climate Change 
(2016) Published online 
25 April 2016. By Zhu et al. 

http://phys.org/news/2016-04-co2-fertilization-greening-earth.html#jCp
http://phys.org/news/2016-04-co2-fertilization-greening-earth.html#jCp
http://phys.org/news/2016-04-co2-fertilization-greening-earth.html#jCp
http://phys.org/news/2016-04-co2-fertilization-greening-earth.html#jCp
http://phys.org/news/2016-04-co2-fertilization-greening-earth.html#jCp
http://phys.org/news/2016-04-co2-fertilization-greening-earth.html#jCp


We show a persistent and 
widespread increase of growing 
season integrated LAI (greening) 
over 25% to 50% of the global 
vegetated area, whereas less 
than 4% of the globe shows 
decreasing LAI (browning). 
Factorial simulations with 
multiple global ecosystem 
models suggest that CO2 
fertilization effects explain 70% 
of the observed greening trend, 
followed by nitrogen deposition 
(9%), climate change (8%) and 
land cover change (LCC) (4%). 
CO2 fertilization effects explain 
most of the greening trends in 
the tropics, whereas climate 
change resulted in greening of 
the high latitudes and the 
Tibetan Plateau

Zhu et al. 
Greening of the Earth
 and its drivers

Nature Climate Change (2016) doi:
10.1038/nclimate3004
Received 08 June 2015 Accepted 29 
March 2016 Published online 25 April 
2016





Recent "Greening" of the Sahel: The results of trend analysis of time series over the 
Sahel region of seasonally integrated NDVI using NOAA AVHRR NDVI-data from 1982 to 

1999.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010_Sahel_famine

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010_Sahel_famine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010_Sahel_famine


Africa: 

A Recent Revolution in Comminications
& Connectivity





She uses the phone for M-Pesa, or mobile money. (Pesa is Swahili for money.) Every day she 
and millions of other Kenyans transfer money by mobile phone as easily as they send text messages.
Kenya leads the world in M-Pesa. A decade ago the gap between the developing and developed 
worlds was widening. Sub-Saharan Africa had few landlines and little broadband. Most people had 
no access to banks; economies relied on cash.
Initially, mobile phones looked as if they would be as inaccessible to poor Africans as 
other technology had been. In 2002 Kenya had just two mobile phones for every 100 
of its 38 million people. Ireland had 77 per 100. In Kenya that picture changed quickly.

http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_location=Africa&article=true
http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_location=Africa&article=true


Indeed the telecoms 
industry accounts for 
more than a quarter 
of the upgrade in 
GDP. In 1990 the state 
telephone company 
had just a few 
hundred thousand 
fixed-line customers. 
There are now around 
115m mobile-phone 
lines in use in 
Nigeria. Manufacturing 
also looms larger than 
it did. Factories that 
have opened since 
1990 are being 
counted. As a result the 
sector’s share of the 
economy has grown 
from less than 2% of 
GDP to nearly 7%. 
Film-making had not 
shown up at all in the 
old figures; now the 
industry’s size is 
estimated at around 
1.4% of GDP.

Telecoms and Rebasing GDP









Good News for Africa 
Articles

More Good News...



Good News for Africa 
Tweets



Rwanda:
Signs of Success 



But, 
Strong 

Criticisms 
of

 Rwandan
 Model



The Guardian

Twenty years after the 1994 genocide that claimed the lives of 800,000 people, much of the international 
commentary about Rwanda swings between extremes – astonishment at the country's dramatic public health and 
economic success, and condemnation of alleged political repression under President Paul Kagame.
Development indicators tell a story of significant changes in education, public health and the economy – 
Rwandans are living longer and are better off economically than 20 years ago – but extreme poverty 
remains a reality for more than 60% of the population.
Nearly 620,000 tourists visted Rwanda in 2010, according to World Bank figures – just short of a sixfold increase 
on the 105,000 recorded in 2000. Major retail chains have also set up shop in the capital, Kigali, as have several 
commercial banks.
Bill Clinton, Tony Blair and the World Bank have sung Rwanda's praises. Last year, corporate consultants 
Andrea Redmond and Patricia Crisafulli described the forutnes of the country as the ultimate turnaround. Their 
book, Rwanda Inc, was described by one reviewer as "an extended investment brochure".
But human rights activists maintain that Rwanda too often suppresses political opposition and free speech. 
The government's alleged role in the conflict in the neighbouring Democratic Republic of the Congo has 
also drawn condemnation.

http://www.theguardian.com/us
http://www.theguardian.com/us
http://www.theguardian.com/world/rwanda
http://www.theguardian.com/world/rwanda
http://www.forbes.com/sites/realspin/2013/02/12/rwanda-a-stunning-turnaround-on-a-continent-marked-by-broken-promises/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/realspin/2013/02/12/rwanda-a-stunning-turnaround-on-a-continent-marked-by-broken-promises/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/business/2012/12/02/rwanda-inc-book-review/1733113/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/business/2012/12/02/rwanda-inc-book-review/1733113/


Paul Kagame:

WIKIPEDIAM “Most observers describe Kagame's personality 
as one of seriousness and intelligence. ... Kagame has a 
highly dominant personality, which he uses to enforce his 
rule and to ensure that his vision for the country is 
followed. American journalist Stephen Kinzer, who wrote the 
biography A Thousand Hills in collaboration with Kagame 
himself, describes him as "one of the most intriguing leaders in 
Africa". Kinzer credits Kagame with leadership skills that have 
fostered Rwanda's rebirth following the genocide, but also cites 
a personality of "chronic impatience, barely suppressed 
anger, and impulsive scorn for critics". In his interview with 
Grant, Kagame claimed he sleeps for only four hours per 
night, devoting the remainder of his day to work, exercise, 
family, and reading academic texts and foreign newspapers.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Kinzer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Kinzer


The Economist Intelligence Unit Democracy index map for 2015.
Greener colours represent more democratic countries.
Red colours represent less democratic countries

Democracy Index Map

Rwanda

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economist_Intelligence_Unit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economist_Intelligence_Unit


Ibrahim Index of African Governance

Established in 2007, the Ibrahim 
Index of African Governance (IIAG) 
provides an annual assessment of 
the quality of governance in 
African countries. Compiled by 
combining over 100 variables from 
more than 30 independent African 
and global institutions, the IIAG is the 
most comprehensive collection of 
data on African governance.

Rwanda



Dr Mohamed "Mo" Ibrahim 
( born 1946) is a Sudanese-
British mobile 
communications 
entrepreneur and 
billionaire. He worked for 
several other 
telecommunications 
companies before founding 
Celtel, which when sold 
had over 24 million mobile 
phone subscribers in 14 
African countries. After 
selling Celtel in 2005 for $3.4 
billion, he set up the Mo 
Ibrahim Foundation to 
encourage better 
governance in Africa, as 
well as creating the Mo 
Ibrahim Index, to evaluate 
nations' performance. He is 
also a member of the Africa 
Regional Advisory Board of 
London Business School.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudanese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudanese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mo_Ibrahim_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mo_Ibrahim_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mo_Ibrahim_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mo_Ibrahim_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Business_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Business_School


Mo Ibrahim 
Foundation

http://mo.ibrahim.foundation/
http://mo.ibrahim.foundation/
http://mo.ibrahim.foundation/
http://mo.ibrahim.foundation/


Poverty across the continent may be lower than what current estimates suggest, though the number of people living in 
extreme poverty has grown substantially since 1990, according to the latest World Bank Africa poverty report.
Poverty in a Rising Africa, the first of two upcoming reports on poverty in Africa, documents the data challenges facing the 
region and reviews the status of Africa’s poverty and inequality, both monetary and nonmonetary, taking these data challenges 
into account.
“The main messages which emerge from this effort to assess poverty in Africa are both encouraging and sobering,” said 
Kathleen Beegle, World Bank program leader and co-author of the report. “Although the data show that the share of the African 
population in extreme poverty did decline, major poverty challenges still remain, especially in light of the region’s rapid 
population growth.”
According to latest World Bank estimates, the share of Africans who are poor fell from 56% in 1990 to 43% in 2012. The report 
argues that the poverty rate may have declined even more if the quality and comparability of the underlying data are taken into 
consideration. However, because of population growth many more people are poor, the report says. The most optimistic 
scenario shows about 330 million poor in 2012, up from about 280 million in 1990. Poverty reduction has been slowest 
in fragile countries, the report notes, and rural areas remain much poorer, although the urban-rural gap has narrowed.

African Conundrum: 
Decreasing Poverty Rate, 

But Increasing Number of Poor

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/22575/9781464807237.pdf?sequence=10&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/22575/9781464807237.pdf?sequence=10&isAllowed=y
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East Africa: Fertility Decline,  
But Slow and Delayed



Some Comparisons



Central Africa: Fertility Decline,  
But Slow and Delayed



Southern Africa: More Variability



There are many possible explanations for Africa’s continued high fertility. Africa is less densely-
populated than Asia, and its wide-open spaces may lead societies to feel that they need to have lots of 
children to defend their territory from more numerous rivals. Many Africans have communal social 
arrangements which mean that the costs of having extra children fall on the village rather than 
the family. But another likely reason is that modern family-planning services are not widely 
available. And this can be changed.
In most developing countries, 60% of women of childbearing age have access to modern 
contraceptives. In much of Africa, the rate is 20%. There is a clear link between the provision of 
contraception and lower fertility. Uganda and Tanzania have roughly the same income per head, but 
Uganda’s government—until recently—discouraged family planning, and the country has a 
significantly higher fertility rate. Somalia and Eritrea have roughly the same income per head, but 
Eritrea provides some family planning and has much lower fertility.



D+C Development + Cooperation

Although many countries in sub-Saharan Africa have made progress, their birth rates are still high. A current study by the German Institute for 
International and Security Affairs (SWP) assesses the reasons and concludes that different circumstances call for different interventions to 
promote family planning.

The reasons are complex, as Angenendt and Popp explain. The experience of Asian and Latin American 
countries shows that birth rates can decline as a result of policies that promote socio-economic 
development in terms of health care, longer secondary schooling (especially for girls) and access to 
contraceptives for example. As some of these policies have been effectively implemented in East Africa, 
the researchers argue that other factors hold sway. According to them, experts have so far paid too 
little attention to people’s desire to have children. What parents consider the “ideal” number of 
offspring is relevant.

Only scant data is available on the subject. The study points out that people are generally expected 
to want fewer children if they become more prosperous. But as African examples show, that is 
not always the case. The authors argue that the sustained desire to have many children partly results 
from governments having done nothing to curb population growth in many countries or even fostering it 
in some places.

http://www.dandc.eu/en
http://www.dandc.eu/en


Not Enough
Television?



THE POWER OF TV: CABLE TELEVISION AND WOMEN’S 
STATUS IN INDIA 
Robert Jensen
School of Public Affairs, UCLA,
Watson Institute for International Studies, Brown University and NBER 
Emily Oster∗ University of Chicago and NBER 
 Quarterly Journal of Economics 
Abstract 

Cable and satellite television have spread rapidly throughout the developing world. These media 
sources expose viewers to new information about the outside world and other ways of life, which 
may affect attitudes and behaviors. This paper explores the effect of the introduction of cable 
television on women’s status in rural India. Using a three-year, individual-level panel dataset, we 
find that the introduction of cable television is associated with significant decreases in the 
reported acceptability of domestic violence towards women and son preference, as well as 
increases in women’s autonomy and decreases in fertility. We also find suggestive evidence 
that exposure to cable increases school enrollment for younger children, perhaps through 
increased participation of women in household decision-making. We argue that the results are 
not driven by pre-existing differential trends. 



Something That Nollywood 
Might Want to Work On?



Forget everything you’ve ever read about the 
age of dumbed-down, instant-gratification 
culture. In this provocative, unfailingly 
intelligent, thoroughly researched, and 
surprisingly convincing big idea book, Steven 
Johnson draws from fields as diverse as 
neuroscience, economics, and media 
theory to argue that the pop culture we 
soak in every day—from Lord of the Rings 
to Grand Theft Auto to The Simpsons—
has been growing more sophisticated 
with each passing year, and, far from 
rotting our brains, is actually posing new 
cognitive challenges that are actually 
making our minds measurably sharper. 
After reading Everything Bad is Good for 
You, you will never regard the glow of the 
video game or television screen the same 
way again.

Paradoxical 
Situation?



Why Does the News Tend to Skew
in a Negative Direction? 



Intrinsic Bias? 

Sudden Enexpected Events Are Especially Newsworthy, 
And Are Usually Negative: 

Natural Disasters, Initiation of Wars and Other Conflicts, 
Economic Collapses, Major Injustices

Positive Developments More Often Gradual, 
Incremental, Uncertain
In a Word: Undramatic



Even “Good” Dramatic Events 
Are Often Uncertain, 

Positive for One Side Only, 
and Fraught in Many Ways



Dashed 
Optimism of 

“Arab 
Spring”



Are Humans Naturally Predisposed to 
Focus on Signs of Disaster Because

Disaster Was Onmipresent in the Past ?



NY Times Are We 
Culturally 

Innoculated 
Against 
Positive 

Outlooks? 
“This election season, the 
impending apocalypse has 
been issue No. 1 for 
presidential aspirants on 
both sides. Senator Lindsey 
Graham, Republican of South 
Carolina, said he was running 
“because the world is falling 
apart.” Senator Ted Cruz, 
Republican of Texas, declared the 
United States “near an abyss.” On 
the left, Senator Bernie Sanders of 
Vermont says the economy has 
been “destroyed” for all but the 
wealthy few.”

Gregg Easterbrook is the author of The Progress Paradox: 
How Life Gets Better While People Feel Worse.



Our Fiction Reflects 
a Preoccupation 
with Destruction

In the 1950s, people worried 
about communism and 
nuclear war, and science 
fiction reflected those 
concerns.
Around 1980, it was plague 
and danger from space, and 
science fiction reflected those 
concerns.

Now, we’re worried about 
everything. War, viruses, 
natural global disasters, 
genetically modified 
humans, computers run 
amok, you name it. Young 
adult apocalypse (not on this 
list) is especially popular.

As a species, we seem to be 
pretty freaked out right now.

http://best-sci-fi-books.com/21-best-post-apocalyptic-science-fiction-books/

http://best-sci-fi-books.com/21-best-post-apocalyptic-science-fiction-books/
http://best-sci-fi-books.com/21-best-post-apocalyptic-science-fiction-books/
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Conversely, An 
Abiding Belief in 

the Power of 
Optimism



Optimism Is Good for Health



Contently

But Perhaps Best to Moderate Optimism 
With Skepticism

True?

https://contently.com/
https://contently.com/


Final Analysis: 
If You Want To Live a Happy Life,

 Optimism Helps



And the Same Is True in Regard to 
Knowledge


