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ISIS in the News

On the morning of 22 March
2016, three coordinated nail
bombings occurred in Belgium:
two at Brussels Airport in
Zaventem, and one at Maalbeek
metro station in Brussels. In
these attacks, 35 victims and
three suicide bombers were
killed, and over 300 people were
injured. Another bomb was found
during a search of the airport.
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
(ISIS) claimed responsibility
for the attacks

The victim was the Rev. Thomas Uzhunnalil, a Salesian priest, who was kidnapped in Yemen
earlier this month during a raid on a Catholic nursing home run by Mother Teresa’s organization
Missionaries of Charity.

BUT

Archbishop Paul Hinder said on Monday, 28th March that he has “strong indications that Fr Tom is still alive in the hands of the
kidnappers”. Spreading false rumors and unconfirmed reports might actually jeopardize the safety of Fr Tom.

ISIS: Major Recent Losses

(CNN)The Pentagon said Friday that it had killed ISIS' finance minister, Abd al-Rahman Mustafa al-Qaduli,
whom many analysts consider the group's No. 2 leader.
Those analysts believe al-Qaduli would have been expected to take control of the day-to-day running of ISIS,
also called ISIL, if its leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, was killed or incapacitated.
The U.S. operation was intended to capture him alive, a U.S. official told CNN. Helicopters loaded with
special operations forces swooped in on a vehicle carrying al-Qaduli, but at the last moment something
happened that caused them to decide to fire on the vehicle instead. The official would not say what it was that
caused them to modify the plan

DAMASCUS, Syria — Syrian government forces backed by Russian airstrikes drove
Islamic State fighters from Palmyra on Sunday, ending the group's 10-month reign of
terror over a town whose famed 2,000-year-old ruins once drew tens of thousands of visitors
each year.

Government forces had been on the offensive for nearly three weeks to try to retake the central
town, known among Syrians as the "Bride of the Desert," which fell to the extremists last May.
Their advance marks the latest in a series of setbacks for ISIS, which has come under
mounting pressure on several fronts in Iraq and Syria in recent months.
In comments reported on state TV, President Bashar Assad described the Palmyra
operation as a "significant achievement" offering "new evidence of the effectiveness of
the strategy espoused by the Syrian army and its allies in the war against terrorism."

Which ally in particular?

In fact, the Kremlin didn’t withdraw its troops—it merely switched up the mix of forces,
swapping far-flying jet bombers for Mi-28s and other helicopters better suited for closely
supporting Syrian troops on the ground as they fight to retake territory from ISIS and U.S.-backed
rebels.
Putin “brought in different assets and returned things he had less use for,” a senior Israeli military officer told
trade publication Defense News on condition of anonymity. “Now there’s more emphasis on air support by
attack helicopters.”
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What’s In a Name?
Full Arabic Name: ad-Dawlah al-Islāmiyah fī 'l-ʿIrāq wash-Shām
Arabic acronym: Daesh
Direct English Translation: Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham
Indirect English Translations, Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, or
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
English acronyms: ISIS (Media)
or ISIL (Government)
Short Arabic Name: ad-Dawlah al-Islāmiyah
English Translation: Islamic State
“Daesh” esembles the Arabic words Daes (lit. "one who crushes, or tramples down, something
underfoot"). Within areas under its control, ISIL considers use of the acronym Daesh punishable
by flogging or cutting out the tongue.

Un-Islamic Non-State refers to the term used by Ban Kimoon

My Preference: ISIS

But Perhaps Unfair to
ISIS Worshippers

ISIL=Levant=
Western Term

The term Levant
entered English in
the late 15th century
from French. It
derives from the
Italian Levante,
meaning "rising",
implying the rising
of the sun in the
east. As such, it is
broadly equivalent
to the Arabic term
Mashriq, 'the land
where the sun
rises'.

Is ISIS
Islamic?
Denounced by
Vast Majority of
Muslim Scholars
and Leaders
(But, troubling suport
figures for Pakistan
especially, 18 million
supporters?)

Pew Poll

Un-Islamic Perhaps, But Is ISIS
a Non-State? Many Say: “YES:
ISIS is a Non-State Entity”

What Is a State:
Wikipedia: “A state is an organized political community living under a single system of
government. Speakers of American English often use state and government as synonyms,
with both words referring to an organized political group that exercises authority over a
particular territory. States may or may not be sovereign.”

Yes, ISIS is a State
But Is It a Sovereign State?
According to Stephen D. Krasner, the term could also be understood in four different
ways:
• domestic sovereignty – actual control over a state exercised by an authority
organized within this state. YES
• interdependence sovereignty – actual control of movement across state's
borders, assuming the borders exist MOSTLY YES.
• international legal sovereignty – formal recognition by other sovereign states
NO
• Westphalian sovereignty – lack of other authority over state than the domestic
authority (examples of such other authorities could be a non-domestic church, a
non-domestic political organization, or any other external agent YES

Islamic State of Iraq and Syria?
Not of This Iraq and Syria

ISIS Regards
Existing States
as Completely
Illegitimate

Dividing the
Ottoman Empire
After WWI:
Sykes-Picot Agreement
1916

Architects of Modern Iraq

1920s:
League of
Nations
Mandates

Traditional
Regional
Designations

http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/
MidEast_Cultural_Historical_Zones_lg.png

A Bigger Issue for ISIS
Modern Syria and Iraq
are Putative NationStates: Antithetical
to ISIS Ideology

What Matters to ISIS Is the Ummah,
Not the Nation
Ummah (Arabic: أمة) is an Arabic word meaning "community". It is distinguished from Sha'b
(Arabic: شعب) which means a nation with common ancestry or geography.
It is a synonym for ummat al-Islamiyah (Arabic: األمة اإلسالمية) (the Islamic Community), and it is
commonly used to mean the collective community of Islamic peoples. In the Quran the
ummah typically refers to a single group that shares common religious beliefs,
specifically those that are the objects of a divine plan of salvation

Ummah (Islamic community) distribution map according to Pew Research

ISIS
Thus Proclaims Itself Not a Nation-State,
but rather a Caliphate
A caliphate (Arabic: خِ الفة khilāfa) is a form of Islamic government led by a
caliph —a person considered a political and religious successor to the Islamic
prophet, Muhammad and a leader of the entire Muslim community

Umayyad Caliphate

Later Proclaimed Caliphates;
None Universal for Ummah

Abbasid Caliphate at its greatest extent, c. 850.

Map of the Caliphate of
Cordoba c. 1000

Sokoto Caliphate West Africa

The Ottoman Caliphate, under the Ottoman dynasty of the Ottoman Empire, was the
last Sunni Islamic caliphate of the late medieval and the early modern era. During the period
of Ottoman growth, Ottoman rulers claimed caliphal authority since Murad I's conquest of
Edirne in 1362. Later Selim I, through conquering and unification of Muslim lands, became the
defender of the Holy Cities of Mecca and Medina which further strengthened the
Ottoman claim to caliphate in the Muslim world.

ISIS Caliphate?
The group has referred to itself as the Islamic State since it proclaimed a worldwide
caliphate in June 2014 and named Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi as its caliph
Around the world, Islamic religious leaders have overwhelmingly condemned ISIL's
ideology and actions, arguing that the group has strayed from the path of true Islam and that
its actions do not reflect the religion's real teachings or virtues.

Caliphate: A map purportedly showing the areas ISIS plans to have under its
control within five years has been widely shared online.

Ultimate Goal

The future according to the
Islamic State

But, Be Wary of Internet Maps
In actuality, the map undoubtedly
originated from a Victoria 2 base-map,
as it is structured around the same
idiosyncratic regional divisions used
in the game; this can be seem by
examining an actual map connected with
the game, posted here. Apparently, an
amateur cartographer has simply taken a
Victoria 2 map and blackened in all of the
regions that he (or, unlikely, she)
envisages as future portions of an
enlarged Islamic State. In doing so, the
mapmaker reveals his own ignorance of
the geography of Islam, as a number of
important Muslim areas are excluded
from the realm (such as Xinjiang in
northwestern China), while a number of
non-Muslim (and never-Muslim) areas
are included, such as Burma.
Source: http://www.geocurrents.info/
geopolitics/self-declared-statesgeopolitics/future-islamic-state-mappingcomputer-gamecartography#ixzz3xEzktKbt

ISIS Origins
1999 in Jordan, Strengthened in Iraq 2003, 2004

Jama'at al-Tawhid wal-Jihad (Organization of Monotheism and Jihad) was a militant
Jihadist group led by the Jordanian national Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. The group started in
Jordan, then became a decentralized network during the Iraq insurgency in which foreign
fighters were widely thought to play a key role.. Following al-Zarqawi's pledge of allegiance to
Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda network on October 17, 2004, the group became known as alQaeda in Iraq (official name Tanzim Qaidat al-Jihad fi Bilad al-Rafidayn). After several rounds
of name changes and mergers with other groups, the organization is now known as Islamic
State

2008-2014 Decline, Then Resurgence
In September 2006, 30 tribes in the Anbar Province formed the Anbar Awakening, an alliance
to fight Al Qaeda (AQI) militants.
After initially accepting al Qaeda in Iraq due to a shared anti-occupation and anti-Shiite
agenda, Sunni Arabs chafed under AQI’s violently fanatic religious program.
AQI terrorized those who opposed it, eventually prompting Sunnis to partner with U.S. forces to
rid their communities of AQI. The collaboration successfully tested in al-Anbar province – once
Iraq’s most violent – was adopted in other AQI-plagued regions, contributing to a dramatic
neutralization of the insurgency

“Tribalism”
in Iraq

Iraq’s Downward Spiral
• 2009 U.S. forces begin to withdraw
• 2011, “Arab Spring” protests and rebellions
• 2011, final withdrawal of U.S. troops
• 2012, Major Iraqi Sunni Groups

Boycott Parliament, reject Shia-led
government of Nouri al-Maliki

• 2012, Civil War in Syria; al Baghdadi
anounces new offensive

Continuing ISIS Gains
• 2013 simultaneous raids on Taji and Abu

Ghraib prisons, freeing more than 500
prisoners, veterans of the Iraqi insurgency

• 2014. Proclamation of Caliphate. Seizure of

Mosul & Other Major Cities in Northern
Iraq. Foreign Affiliates established (Libya,
Philippines)

• 2015. Other Foreign Affiliates Established
(Nigeria,Yemen, Afghanistan)

Continuing Amalgamations and Divisions
Former allies,
now enemies

US$10 million
reward for
information
leading to alBaghdadi’s
capture or death

US$25 million
reward for
information
leading to alZawahiri's
capture

Joining other Sunni insurgent groups to form the Mujahideen Shura Council, al-Qaeda in Iraq
proclaimed the formation of the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI) in October 2006. In August 2011,
following the outbreak of the Syrian Civil War, ISI, under the leadership of al-Baghdadi,
delegated a mission into Syria, which under the name Jabhat an-Nuṣrah li-Ahli ash-Shām (or
al-Nusra Front) established a large presence in Sunni-majority Al-Raqqah, Idlib, Deir ez-Zor,
and Aleppo provinces. The merger of ISI with al-Nusra Front to form the "Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant" (ISIL), as announced in April 2013 by al-Baghdadi, was however
rejected by al-Nusra leader al-Julani and al-Qaeda leader al-Zawahiri, who subsequently
cut all ties with ISIL by February 2014.

2015: Turning of the Tide, or Mere
Flucuations?
Front Lines: Change in One Month (June 2015)

By 2 October
2014, ISIS
succeeded in
capturing 350
Kurdish villages
and towns within
the vicinity of
Kobanî,
generating a wave
of some 300,000
displaced Kurds,
who fled across
the border into
Turkey's Şanlıurfa
Province. By
January 2015, this
had risen to
400,000

Battle of Kobanî
October 2014-March 2015

javascript:;

Front line map of the Siege of Kobanî, from the maximum control of ISIL control in late October&–early
November 2014, to the YPG counter-offensive on January 24, 2015, after the decisive YPG capture of
Mistanour Hill (lower right of yellow area) on January 19. The dashed line representing the boundary of the
max ISIL control frontline was changed from light orange to red to make it more distinguishable from the
yellow background of the Kurdish-controlled area. Yellow = YPG/allied brigades-controlled areas Grey = ISILcontrolled areas Shaded areas/Purple dots = Contested areas Red dashed line = Maximum extent of IS
control (circa November 1, 2014) Black dotted line = Front line December 27, 2014 Blue line = Boundary of
Kobanî city

ISIS Defeated in Kobanî

December-January,
2015-2016
Major Loss: Ramadi

Deutsche Welle

50 percent of the town is in ruins. Many of the buildings are mined. Sunni tribesmen told me
they defused more than 3,000 explosive devices in houses in the space of a few days. And they
certainly haven't found all of them. Many of these IEDs are so fiendishly designed that the only
thing you can do is blow up the whole house. You can't defuse them anymore. A lot of them have a
delayed-action fuse or are remote-controlled.
Where did the people who are already in Ramadi now come from?
There are big Sunni refugee camps outside the gates of Baghdad. People were prevented from
entering the city, because the Shia rulers there fear that there are many sleeper cells among the
Sunnis who are cooperating with the "Islamic State" (IS). Many of them just want to go back, so they have a roof
over their heads. From what I've seen, though, it's scarcely possible to survive in Ramadi.

January 17,
2016
Militants of the Islamic
State group killed at least
135 people and abducted
400 civilians during a
daylong assault in the
eastern Syrian city of Deir
el-Zour, the Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights said Sunday.
According to the U.K.based monitoring group, at
least 85 civilians and 50
pro-government forces
were killed in Saturday’s
attack, which also saw the
Sunni militant group aka
ISIS make significant
advances in the region.

Attempt to Take Deir el-Zor

Territorial
Losses
& Gains,
2014-2015

ISIS

Deir ez-Zor

ISIS

December
2015

June 2014
Retreat in Iraq &
Northern Syria;
Advance Central
& Southern Syria

Armenian Genocide Memorial Church,
Der ez-Zor

After Sept. , 2014 Attack

Dec.
2015

March 2016
Retreat in
Southern Syria &
Western Iraq

March
2016
Pal

ISIS Ideology
Jihadi Salafism: Salafism: The doctrine can be summed up as taking "a
fundamentalist approach to Islam, emulating the Prophet Muhammad and his earliest
followers—al-salaf al-salih, the 'pious forefathers'...They reject religious innovation, or bida,
and support the implementation of sharia (Islamic law)." The movement is often divided into
three categories: the largest group are the purists (or quietists), who avoid politics; the
second largest group are the activists, who get involved in politics; the smallest group are
the jihadists

Related to Wahhabi Islam, Official
Sect of Saudi Arabia)
“untamed Wahhabism”

ISIS condemns the followers of secular law as disbelievers,
putting the current Saudi Arabian government in that category
But most ISIS qadis (judges) are probably Saudis

ISIS: Takfiri Interpretation of Islam
A takfiri (Arabic: تكفيري takfīrī) is a Sunni Muslim who accuses another Muslim of
apostasy.
In principle the only group authorised to declare someone kafir (unbeliever) is the
ulema, and this is only done once all the prescribed legal precautions have been taken.
However, a growing number of splinter Wahhabist/Salafist groups, classified by some
scholars as Salafi-Takfiris,have split from the orthodox method of establishing takfir through
the processes of the Sharia law. They have reserved the right to declare apostasy
against any Muslim, in addition to non-Muslims.

Ibn Taymiyyah 22 January 1263 - 26 September 1328
Ibn Taymiyyah sought the return of Sunni
Islam to what he viewed as earlier
interpretations of the Qur'an and the
Sunnah, and is considered to have had
considerable influence in
contemporary Wahhabism, Salafism,
and Jihadism. He is renowned for his
fatwa issued against the Mongol
rulers declaring jihad by Muslims
against them compulsory, on the
grounds that they did not follow Sharia
and as such were not Muslim, their
claims to have converted to Islam
notwithstanding

Ilkhanate, 1256-1353
Mongol State, Rulers
convert to Islam
(superficially?)

But even ISIS has
limits on Takfiri
Tendencies

Social media activists who support the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) have said on Twitter that the
organisation recently executed one of its Sharia judges on the grounds that the latter had "excessive
takfiri tendencies".
According to Twitter users known for supporting the Hazimi trend within ISIS – named after the Saudi
figure Ahmed Al Hazimi who is known for his views that ignorance is no excuse to being denigrated as
an infidel (a practice known as takfir) – claimed that ISIS's leadership has started to execute judges
who are accused of excessively using takfir against those who should be exempt due to
ignorance.
According to a number of Salafi Jihadi online forums, ISIS detained Sheikh Abu Jaafar Al-Hattab and a
number of other Sharia judges last September, the month in which Judge Abu Omar Al-Kuwaiti was
mysteriously executed. Some linked Al-Kuwaiti's execution to his proclamation of Baghdadi as a
kafir ("infidel").

One difference between ISIL and other Islamist and jihadist movements, including al-Qaeda, is
the group's emphasis on eschatology and apocalypticism—that is, a belief in a
final Day of Judgment by God, and specifically, a belief that the arrival of one known as Imam
Mahdi is near. ISIL believes that it will defeat the army of "Rome" at the town of Dabiq, in
fulfilment of prophecy.

ISIS:
Sophisticated Propaganda and
Social Media Outreach

Hacktivist group Anonymous has reported that more than 5,500 Twitter accounts belonging to Islamic State have
been taken down. It comes after the collective declared a “total war” on the militant group following the Paris
attacks.
Aware that ISIS has its own hackers, Poucher expressed confidence that the militant group “does not
have hackers like we have hackers.”

Twitter has significantly ramped up its anti-ISIS efforts by shutting down
thousands of terrorists' accounts and adding staff to monitor terrorist activity
on its network.
The social media company said in a blog post Friday that it has suspended 125,000 accounts over the
past seven months for threatening or promoting terrorist acts. Most of the people behind the accounts
were affiliated with or supported ISIS, Twitter said.

ISIS recruiters have successfully used Twitter to lure disillusioned people to join their cause.
"We condemn the use of Twitter to promote terrorism," the company said in the blog post. "As the nature
of the terrorist threat has changed, so has our ongoing work in this area."

Today the Islamic State is as much a media conglomerate as a fighting force. According to Documenting
the Virtual Caliphate, an October 2015 report by the Quilliam Foundation, the organization releases, on
average, 38 new items per day—20-minute videos, full-length documentaries, photo essays, audio clips, and
pamphlets, in languages ranging from Russian to Bengali. The group’s closest peers are not just other
terrorist organizations, then, but also the Western brands, marketing firms, and publishing outfits—
from PepsiCo to BuzzFeed—who ply the Internet with memes and messages in the hopes of connecting with
customers. And like those ventures, the Islamic State hews to a few tried-and-true techniques for boosting
user engagement.

The Strategy of ISIS
According to Jason Burke, a journalist writing on Jihadi Salafism, ISIL goal is to
"terrorize, mobilize, polarize". Terrorize to intimidate civilian populations and
force governments of the target enemy "to make rash decisions that they
otherwise would not choose". Mobilize its supporters by motivating them with, for
example, spectacular deadly attacks on enemy soil such as the November 2015
Paris attacks. Polarize by driving Muslim populations—particularly in the
West—away from their governments, thus increasing the appeal of the ISIS
caliphate among them. "Eliminate neutral parties through either absorption or
elimination

One observer has described ISIL's publicizing of its mass executions and killing of
civilians as part of "a conscious plan designed to instill among believers a sense of
meaning that is sacred and sublime, while scaring the hell out of fence-sitters and
enemies." Another describes it purpose as to "break" psychologically those under its control "so
as to ensure their absolute allegiance through fear and intimidation", while generating "outright
hate and vengeance" by its enemies.

Perscution of Minorities
ISIS directs violence against Shia Muslims, Alawites, Assyrian, Chaldean, Syriac and
Armenian Christians, Yazidis, Druze, Shabaks and Mandeans in particular.
Amnesty International has held ISIL responsible for the ethnic cleansing of ethnic and
religious minority groups in northern Iraq on a "historic scale", putting entire communities
"at risk of being wiped off the map of Iraq". In a special report released on 2 September 2014, it
describes how ISIL has "systematically targeted non-Arab and non-Sunni Muslim
communities, killing or abducting hundreds, possibly thousands, of individuals and forcing
more than 830,000 others to flee the areas it has captured since 10 June 2014".

In
Violation
of Islamic
Norms

Christians, Jews, Most Other Non-Muslims
= Dhimmis in Strict Islamic Law
A dhimmī (Arabic: ذمي ) is a historical term referring to non-Muslim citizens of an Islamic state.
The word literally means "protected person." According to scholars, dhimmis had their rights
fully protected in their communities, but as citizens in the Islamic state, had certain
restrictions and it was obligatory for them to pay the jizya tax, which complemented the
zakat, or Islamic tax, paid by the Muslim subjects.
Historically, dhimmi status was originally applied to Jews, Christians, and Sabians. This
status later also came to be applied to Zoroastrians, Mandaeans, Hindus, and Buddhists.
Eventually, the Hanafi school, the largest school of Islamic jurisprudence, and the Maliki
school, the second largest school of Islamic jurisprudence, applied this term to all nonMuslims living in Islamic lands outside the sacred area surrounding Mecca, in presentday Saudi Arabia.

Jizya no longer imposed by any Muslim states

Dhimma Contract on Christians of Al-Qaryatayn:
This is the safety assurance given by Emire Al-Moumeneen Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi to Christians’ safety for their souls and wealth, and not to be forced on their
religion or injured by Muslims under the following conditions:
1 Not to build in their city nor nearby any church, abbey, or monk’s hermitage.
2 Not to show their crosses or books (bible) in-front of Muslims in the city markets or on the roads, and not to use speakers while conducting their masses.
3 Not to make Muslims hear their prayers, religious readings, or ringing their church bells.
4 Not to participate in any hostile acts against the Islamic state, or hiding spies and wanted people, and if they know about any threat against the Islamic State
they must notify it.
5 To comply with not to show any of their worship rituals in front of Muslims.
6 To respect Islam and Muslims, and not to criticize them.
7 To pay Jizya, which is equal to 4 dinars/year (applied on Christians under the Islamic rule in the past, and 1 dinar = 4.25 g of 24 karat gold) that
means the annual Jizea would be 17 g of 24 kt gold applied on wealthy Christians, and 50% of this amount on middle class, and 25% on poor
Christians, and this amount can be divided on two instalments. According to the gold prices in Syria nowadays, the Jizya will be estimated as
following: 17 x 36.59 = $622 / year on wealthy people. 50% x 622 = $311 / year on middle class people. 25% x 622 = $155.5 / year on poor people
8 Not to carry/own weapons
9 Not to sell pork meats or Alcohol to Muslims, and not to drink alcohol in public
10 They must have their own cemeteries as usual
11 To comply with the Islamic State rules of decency and conservative dress code.

High Figures for Syria

But No Dhimmi
Status for Yazidis,
According to ISIS
The Yazidis are monotheists, believing in
God as creator of the world, which he has
placed under the care of seven holy
beings or angels, the chief of whom is
Melek Taus, the Peacock Angel. The
Peacock Angel, as world-ruler, causes
both good and bad to befall individuals,
and this ambivalent character is reflected
in myths of his own temporary fall from
God's favour, before his remorseful tears
extinguished the fires of his hellish prison
and he was reconciled with God.

Sexual Slavery

As of August 2015, the trade in sex slaves appeared to remain restricted to Yazidi women
and girls. It has reportedly become a recruiting technique to attract men from conservative
Muslim societies, where dating and casual sex are not allowed. Nazand Begikhani said of the
Yazidi victims, "These women have been treated like cattle ... They have been subjected to
physical and sexual violence, including systematic rape and sex slavery. They've been exposed
in markets in Mosul and in Raqqa, Syria, carrying price tags." According to UN Reports the
price list for IS sex slaves range from 40 to 160 US-Dollars.
In mid-October, the UN confirmed that 5,000–7,000 Yazidi women and children had been
abducted by ISIL and sold into slavery

ISIS on Shia Muslims: Apostates Who
Deserve Only Death

As the militant group the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, or ISIS, has seized vast territories in
western and northern Iraq, there have been frequent accounts of fighters’ capturing groups of
people and releasing the Sunnis while the Shiites are singled out for execution.
ISIS believes that the Shiites are apostates and must die in order to forge a pure
form of Islam.

In a chilling video that appeared to have been made more than a year ago in the Anbar Province of
Iraq, ISIS fighters stopped three truck drivers in the desert and asked them whether they were
Sunnis or Shiites. All three claimed to be Sunni. Then the questions got harder. They were asked
how they performed each of the prayers: morning, midday and evening. The truck drivers disagreed
on their methods, and all were shot.

According to a 2015 study by the
Financial Action Task Force, ISIL's
five primary sources of revenue
are as followed (listed in order of
significance):
• proceeds from the occupation
of territory (including control of
banks, oil and gas reservoirs,
taxation, extortion, and robbery
of economic assets)
• kidnapping for ransom
• donations from Saudi Arabia
and Gulf states, often
disguised as meant for
"humanitarian charity"
• material support provided by
foreign fighters
• fundraising through modern
communication networks

Other Sources of Funding
Sales of artifacts may be the second largest source of funding for ISIL.
More than a third of Iraq's important sites are under ISIL's control. It looted the
9th century BC grand palace of the Assyrian king Ashurnasirpal II at Kalhu
(Nimrud). Tablets, manuscripts and cuneiforms were sold, worth hundreds of
millions of dollars

According to Victor Ivanov, head of the Russian anti-drug agency, ISIL,
like Boko Haram, makes money through trafficking Afghan heroin
through its territory. The annual value of this business may be up to $1
billion

Global Spread of ISIS

Combined Joint Task Force – Operation
Inherent Resolve (CJTF–OIR) is the Joint
Task Force, established by the
international (US-led) coalition against the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL),
set up by the US Central Command to
coordinate military efforts against ISIL,
and is composed of US military forces
and personnel from over 30 countries

Origin of
Foreign
Fighters
in ISIS

Partial List of ISISAffiliated Groups

ISIS
Expanding
Presence
in Libya

Airstrikes against as many as 30 to 40 targets in four areas of the country would aim to deal a
crippling blow to the Islamic State’s most dangerous affiliate outside of Iraq and Syria, and
open the way for Western-backed Libyan militias to battle Islamic State fighters on the ground.
Allied bombers would carry out additional airstrikes to support the militias on the ground. The
military option was described by five American officials who have been briefed on the plans and
spoke about them on the condition of anonymity because of their confidential nature
Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter outlined this option to President Obama’s top national
security advisers at a so-called principals meeting on Feb. 22. But the plan is not being
actively considered, at least for now, while the Obama administration presses
ahead with a diplomatic initiative to form a unity government from rival factions inside
Libya, administration officials said.
Even so, the United States military is poised to carry out limited airstrikes if ordered
against terrorists in Libya who threatened Americans or American interests, just as it did
against an Islamic State training camp in western Libya last month.

Libya will “open the floodgates” and let thousands pour into Europe if the West does not
help combat illegal immigration, officials have warned.
As Europe fears a bumper year for Mediterranean crossings, detention centres and
coastguards say they are chronically underfunded and lack the basic tools they need to stem
the flow.
Last year, 154,000 people crossed the Mediterranean from Libya to Italy, according to
Frontex
Libya appears to be eyeing some of the funding the EU has so generously doled out to Turkey to
keep its refugees at home recently:
The agreement struck in March between the EU and Turkey to send migrants that cross illegally to
Greece back across the Aegean puts more pressure on Libya when it is buckling under an 18-month
conflict, AbdelRahim Rajahi, a colleague of the general, added. “We are operating 50 per cent
underfunded but have we seen a single Euro from Europe? No.”
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“The only way to elicit
indigenous support is by
offering the Sunnis greater
stakes in the outcome. That
means proposing an
independent Sunni state
that would link Sunnidominated territories on
both sides of the border.
Washington’s attachment to
the artificial Sykes–Picots
borders demarcated by France
and Britain a century ago no
longer makes sense. Few
people truly believe that Syria
and Iraq could each be put
back together after so much
blood has been spilled. A
better alternative would be to
separate the warring sides.
Although the sectarian conflict
between Sunnis and Shias was
not inevitable—it was, to some
extent, the result of
manipulation by selfinterested elites—it is now a
reality.” B. Mendelsohn
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