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Armenia’s Defense Ministry said Azerbaijan launched a surprise attack using tanks and aircraft around 
2 a.m. after firing artillery barrages.

Azerbaijan’s Ministry of Defense, in turn, blamed the Armenian military for the fighting. It said that its 
soldiers and some residential areas near the front were struck by “intensive fire” early Saturday, and 
that its forces had taken “urgent measures” to respond.

April 2, 2016



Nagorno-Karabakh, or Republic of Artsakh, is a republic in 
the South Caucasus recognised only by three non-United 
Nations (UN) states. The region is considered by the UN to be 
part of Azerbaijan. Nagorno-Karabakh controls most of the 
territory of the former Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast 
and some of the surrounding area, giving it a border with 
Armenia to the west and Iran to the south. It functions as de 
facto part of Armenia.

The region of Nagorno-Karabakh is considered to be one of the 
most heavily mined regions of the former Soviet Union. Mines 
were laid from 1991 to 1994 by both conflicting parties in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh War. The United Nations and the U.S. have 
estimated the number of mines in Nagorno-Karabakh at 100,000. 

Population 
2013 estimate
146,573
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The 2016 Armenian–Azerbaijani clashes, 
referred to by some as the Four–Day War, 
occurred along the line of contact, with the 
Nagorno-Karabakh Defense Army and Armenian 
Armed Forces on one side and the Azerbaijani 
Armed Forces on the other, in the disputed region 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, with Azerbaijani forces 
seeking to regain control of the territory controlled 
by the Armenia-backed Nagorno-Karabakh 
Republic (NKR). The clashes have been 
defined as "the worst" since the 1994 
ceasefire.

One day after the fighting started, on 2 April, the 
Azerbaijani Ministry of Defense announced a 
unilateral end to the active clashes from its 
side, but, according to the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Defense Army, the attacks continued. 
According to official statements of the involved 
sides, 88 Armenian and 31 Azerbaijani soldiers 
were killed during the clashes, and several 
pieces of military equipment from both sides were 
destroyed. Various non-official Azerbaijani 
sources, per research of social networks, put the 
actual number of Azerbaijani soldiers killed at 93. 
10 civilians (6 Azeri and 4 Armenian) were killed 
in the conflict.
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Azerbaijan and Armenia reported over 
7,000 breaches of the ceasefire in 
various years

Ongoing Conflict
(not quite frozen)

Armenian Side Azerbaijani Side



Armenia & Azerbaijan: A Prime Example 
of Misleading Political Mapping 



Standard Depiction
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(Internal Russian Republics)

But Is It Accurate? 
Or Are There 6 Countries in this Same Area?

De jure
vs.

De facto
Statehood

Nagorno 
Karabakh 
(“Artsakh”
Արցախ) 
Depicted 
Here as a 
Sovereign 

State 



Geopolitics of the Crimean autonomous Republic, March 2014
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(Internal Russian 

Armenia

Or Are There 5 Independent States Here, 
With Nagorno Karabakh Being an Armenian 

Puppet, Part of a “Greater Armenia”?

But If So, Are 
Abkhazia & 

South Ossetia 
Merely 
Russian 

Puppets?



Russia's Kommersant newspaper cited a source on Monday as saying Nauru had asked Russia for $50 million for projects on the island, 
which once made its money from exporting phosphates mined from fossilised bird droppings.

Nauru

But There Is a Little 
De Jure 

Statehood for 
Abkhazia & South 

Ossetia ---
But Not Nagorno 

Karabakh



Community for Democracy and Human Rights
The Community for Democracy and Human Rights is an international organization uniting 
several states in the former Soviet Union which are not generally recognised.

[The Community for Democracy and Human Rights was established June 14, 2006 in Sukhumi 
by the leaders of the unrecognized governments of Abkhazia, Nagorno-Karabakh, South 
Ossetia and Transnistria - Sergey Bagapsh, Eduard Kokoity and Igor Smirnov.
On June 17, 2007, the four-state Community for Democracy and Peoples' Rights signed in 
Tiraspol - the capital of Transnistria - the joint Declaration on principles of peaceful and fair 
settlement of the Georgian-Abkhazian, Georgian-Ossetian, Azeri-Karabakh and Moldovan-
Transnistrian conflicts. It calls for barring all types of pressure, such as military 
deployments, diplomatic isolation, economic blockades, or information wars during 
negotiations toward resolution of conflicts. 

“Commonwealth of Unrecognized States”

Well, Nagorno Karabakh Does Have Some 
Recognition
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Peach State becomes Sixth to Recognize Artsakh’s Freedom
ATLANTA—The Georgia State House adopted legislation Wednesday recognizing the Republic of Nagorno Karabakh and 
calling upon the international community “to give appropriate recognition to the Nagorno Karabakh Republic as a free, 
independent, and sovereign democracy,” reported the Armenian National Committee of America – Eastern Region.

And Georgia, Too
(But Not the Country of Georgia) 



U.S. States in Recognition Battle?

Green = Pro-Armenia
Blue = Pro-Azerbaijan

• In May 2014, the California State Assembly passed a measure 
recognising Nagorno-Karabakh's independence with a 70–1 vote. The 
measure also calls for President Barack Obama and the U.S. Congress to 
recognise Nagorno-Karabakh Republic.[

• In April 2013, Fresno County in California recognised Nagorno-Karabakh

In January 2014, Los Angeles recognised Nagorno-Karabak
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Armenians in 
the US, 2000 

Census

Results Do 
Not 

Generally 
Reflect 

Distribution 
of Armenian-
Americans

(except Fresno 
& LA)



Strong Diasporic Support for 
Armenia & Nagorno Karabakh
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Caucasus Region: Linguistic Complexity

Armenian: Indo-
European Language, 

But No Close 
Relatives

Azeri: Turkic 
Language, 

Closely 
Related to 

Turkish 



Detail from M. Izady, Gulf 2000 Map
Pre-1988 Languages

Armenian=Pinkish
Azeri=Green

Kurdish=Brown (no longer 
present)



Religion: Pre-1988
Map by M. Izady, Gulf 2000

Baku, Azerbaijan

Red=Armenian 
Apostolic 
Church

Dark Green=
Shia Islam
(Twelver, or 

Ithnā‘ashariyyah)

Yezidi Kurds

Greek 
Orthodox, 

largely gone



Religion in Azerbaijan

Wikipedia



Azerbaijan: Part of (Shia) Persian (Iranian) Empire 
Until 1813



So,  Based On This Information, What 
Countries Do You Think Would Be Most 
Closely Allied With Azerbaijan in This 

Struggle? 

Armenia: Christian Country, With Influential Global 
Diaspora That Is Well-Represented in the West

Azerbaijan: Turkic-Speaking Shia Muslim 
Country That Is Historically and Culturally 
Affilliated With Iran  



Strong Diplomatic & 
Strategic Support: 
Georgia, Ukraine

Strategic Support: 
Iran

AzerbaijanArmenia

Close Cultural/
Diplomatic Ties: 

Lebanion

Anti-Russian Post-Soviet Group?



Armenia–Iran relations are the bilateral relations between Iran and 
Armenia.
Despite religious and ideological differences, relations between 
Armenia and the Islamic Republic of Iran remain cordial and both 
Armenia and Iran are strategic partners in the region.

Stepan Safarian, of the Armenian Center for National and International 
Studies, has said "Given this geopolitical environment, Armenia has the 
legitimate right to cooperate with Iran for ensuring its 
security...Besides,Armenia has an energy surplus and its only major 
export market at present is Iran...So there is also a lot of economic 
interest involved." (Armenia exports hydroelecticity & imports oil and 
gas from Iran)

On May 11, 2000, the Lebanese parliament voted to recognize 
the Armenian genocide Lebanon is the only Arab country and 
one of the few countries of the world to have done so.

Lebanon also has several political parties and is recognised as an 
institution in its own right with reserved seats in parliament. . Also, 
Armenia and Lebanon abolished Visa Requirements between 
both countries during the official visit of Armenia's President Serzh 
Sargsyan to Baabda Palace.

As of 2015, governments and parliaments of 29 countries, including Russia, Brazil, France, Germany, Italy and 
Canada as well as 44 states of the United States of America, have recognized the events as a genocide.The 
governments of Turkey and Azerbaijan are the only ones that directly deny the historical factuality of the 
Armenian Genocide.
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Israel-
Azerbaijan 
Connection



Azerbaijan and Israel have 
engaged in intense 
cooperation since 1992. 
This relationship is relatively 
discreet: According to a 
2009 U.S. diplomatic memo, 
made public through 
Wikileaks, Azeri president 
Ilham Aliyev once 
compared his country's 
relationship with Israel to 
an iceberg: "Nine-tenths of 
it is below the surface.

Some analysts consider that both Israel and Azerbaijan see Iran as an existential threat. Azerbaijan fears Iranian 
Islamist influence, but Iran fears Azerbaijan, too, as up to 13 million Iranians are ethnic Azeris. On the other hand, 
Azerbaijan has close links with Turkey, and the post-2006 worsening of Israel-Turkey relations may have repercussions 
on Azerbaijan's relations with Israel.

In February 2012, Iran rebuked Azerbaijan for allegedly aiding anti-Iranian activities by Israel's Mossad 
intelligence agency. A few weeks later Azerbaijan arrested 22 people in a suspected Iranian plot against Israeli and US 
targets in Azerbaijan. In March 2012, the magazine Foreign Policy reported that the Israeli Air Force may be preparing to 
use the Sitalchay Military Airbase, located 500 km (340 miles) from the Iranian border, for air strikes against the nuclear 
program of Iran.
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Azerbaijan: The 
Most Secular 

Muslim Country



Also,  Jewish Population
 in Azerbaijan 

Language



Twice As Many Azeris in Iran Than In Azerbaijan:
A Large and Relatively Privileged Iranian Minority

Iran



Greater 
Azerbaijan
Imagined
Not Popular in 

Tehran ... or 
Ankara



A Pro-
Turkish 

Nationalistic, 
Aspirational 

Map, with 
Greater 

Azerbaijan 



Azerbaijan's president Aliyev has 
stated that he supports the U.S. 
sanctions against Iran. In a meeting 
with U.S. officials in Baku in February 
2010 Aliyev expressed his support and 
also criticized European oil and gas 
companies for sabotaging the 
international sanctions regime. This 
information came out in one of the 
released diplomatic cables of the United 
States diplomatic cables leak in 
November 2010.

According to STRATFOR Iran has 
politically and financially supported 
the Islamic Party of Azerbaijan (AIP), a 
pro-Iranian and religious Shiite 
opposition party officially banned by 
Baku. The leader of the AIP, Movsum 
Samadov, has called for the overthrow of 
the Azerbaijani government

Iranian officials objected to Azerbaijan hosting the Eurovision 2012 song contest, 
claiming that Azerbaijan was going to host a gay parade. Ali Hasanov, head of the public 
and political issues department in Azeribaijani President's administration, said that gay parade 
claims were untrue, and advised Iran not to meddle in Azerbaijan's internal affairs.[
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Not 
Approved

 by
 Iran



Pan-Turkism Map
(Exaggerated Extent 
of Turkic Languages)



confident brusqueness as they marched through the rusted door: their 
gateway to pork products, alcohol, and easy sex.

This makes the mullahs in 
Tehran very nervous. 
Books, DVDs, fashions, 
and—most important—
ideas that are inaccessible 
in Iran are ubiquitous in 
Azerbaijan. Iranians line up 
daily to cross the Astara 
River to buy and sell jeans, 
chickens, bras, laptops—and 
often sex and schnapps and 
heroin. This commerce, 
combined with cultural 
curiosity and shared Azeri 
bloodlines, has transformed 
Astara into the Tijuana of the 
Caspian.



In 2006, unrest was sparked by the printing of a 
comic sketch in a national magazine that was 
deemed insulting to the Azeri people and their 
language: in the cartoon, aimed at children, a 
boy says several words meaning “cockroach” 
in Persian, and the cockroach sitting across the 
table responds by asking “what?” in Azeri (with 
all words spelled in Roman letters).

In the resulting Iran newspaper cockroach cartoon 
controversy, demonstrations turned to riots and 
Iranian security came down hard. According to 
official sources, 330 protestors were arrested 
and four were killed.

Despite the uproar, the cartoon itself did not appear 
to be designed to insult the Azeri people. The 
cartoonist, an Azeri himself, was apparently 
poking fun cleverly at the “dialogue between 
civilizations” campaign of the former reformist 
president, Mohammad Khatami. The fact that a 
seemingly innocuous cartoon generated such fast 
fury led Iranian nationalists to deduce foreign 
incitement. Some suspected the involvement of 
“Pan-Turkists,” adherents of a mostly defunct 
movement seeking to politically unite all Turkic 
speaking people. Naturally, suspicion also fell on 
the United States, which is habitually seen as 
scheming to destabilize Iran, in part by maintaining 
intelligence connections with Iranian Azeri 
separatist intellectuals. Concerns over U.S. 
intentions were to mount with the subsequent 
publication of Ralph Peters’ map of a reimagined 
Middle East

Source: http://www.geocurrents.info/geopolitics/
iranian-azerbaijan-and-the-cartoon-cockroach-
controversy#ixzz46D39ijkl

Doesn’t Take Much To Set Off Strife
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Historical Background
• 1600s:  Azerbaijan & Eastern Armenia Part of 

Persian Empire; Western Armenia Part of 
Ottoman Empire 

• Early 1800s: Russian Empire Takes Northern 
Azerbaijan & Eastern Armenia from Persian E.

• Early 1900s, Ottoman Empire Expels 
Armenians from Western Armenia

• WWI and Aftermath: End of Russian and 
Ottoman Empires; E. Armenia & N. Azerbaijan 
Declare Independence



1918-1920:  Temporary Formation of Republics 
in the Caucasus; Hotly Disputed Boundaries

Armenia
Azerbaijan

Georgia



First Republics; First War

*

*Soviet Union 
officially formed in 1922 



Soviet Ethno-
Geographical 
Machinations

Nagorno
Karabakh

Southern 
Border of 

Soviet Union

Southern 
Border of 
Russian 
Soviet 

Republic



The Nagorno-Karabakh War  was an ethnic conflict 
that took place in the late 1980s to May 1994, in the 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh in southwestern 
Azerbaijan, between the majority ethnic Armenians of 
Nagorno-Karabakh backed by the Republic of Armenia, 
and the Republic of Azerbaijan. As the war progressed, 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, both former Soviet Republics, 
entangled themselves in a protracted, undeclared war 
in the mountainous heights of Karabakh as Azerbaijan 
attempted to curb the secessionist movement in 
Nagorno-Karabakh. The enclave's parliament had 
voted in favor of uniting itself with Armenia and a 
referendum, boycotted by the Azerbaijani 
population of Nagorno-Karabakh, was held, 
whereby most of the voters voted in favor of 
independence. The demand to unify with Armenia, 
which began anew in 1988, began in a relatively 
peaceful manner; however, in the following months, 
as the Soviet Union's disintegration neared, it 
gradually grew into an increasingly violent conflict 
between ethnic Armenians and ethnic Azerbaijanis, 
resulting in claims of ethnic cleansing by both 
sides

1988-1994: War
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The ruined city once had a population of almost 40,000 people, but today it is an almost entirely 
uninhabited ghost town. All the houses are ruined, some by shells fired in the war, others due to 
looting for building materials

Ağdam (also spelled Agdam or Aghdam) is a ghost town in the southwest part of Azerbaijan and the 
formal capital of its Agdam District. Armenian forces captured Agdam in July 1993 during the 
Nagorno-Karabakh War. The heavy fighting forced the entire population to flee eastwards. Upon 
seizing the city, Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (NKR) forces destroyed much of the town to 
discourage Azerbaijanis from returning. More damage occurred in the following decades when locals 
looted the abandoned town for building materials. It is currently almost entirely ruined and uninhabited.

Ağdam 
“Ghost City”
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Comparative Military Forces in 1988-1994 War:
Advantage Azerbaijan?



Azerbaijan Armenia

And: Azerbaijan Much Larger and
 Much Wealthier (2011-2014 Data)



Most men from both sides had served in the Soviet Army and so had some form of military 
experience prior to the conflict, including tours of duty in Afghanistan. Among Karabakh 
Armenians, about 60% had served in the Soviet Army. Most Azeris, however, were often 
subject to discrimination during their service in the Soviet military and relegated to work 
in construction battalions rather than fighting corps] Despite the establishment of two officer 
academies including a naval school in Azerbaijan, the lack of such military experience was 
one factor that rendered Azerbaijan unprepared for the war.

But

And: 
Armenian Belief That They Were 

Fighting for Their Nation’s Survival
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Bishkek Protocol is a provisional ceasefire agreement, signed by representatives of Republic of Armenia, unrecognized 
Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh , Republic of Azerbaijan, and Russia's representative to the CSCE Minsk Group Vladimir 
Kazimirov on May 5, 1994 in Bishkek, the capital of Kyrgyzstan. The protocol, still in effect, terminated the Nagorno-
Karabakh War and froze the issue. Since then the ceasefire terms have been breached on a number of occasions, 
particularly during the 2008 skirmishes and 2016 clashes.
In addition to the ceasefire agreement itself, the protocol contains the following provisions:

• the granting of a wide-ranging autonomy to Nagorno-Karabakh, while maintaining the sovereignty of Azerbaijan;
• measures that guarantee the security of Nagorno-Karabakh (meaning peacekeeping operations by the third-party parties, 

but there are no agreements about participants; Russia, especially, wanted to play the main role in the peacekeeping, but 
this is consider the worst scenario for Azerbaijan)]

• the withdrawal of Armenian forces from occupied territories in Azerbaijan;]

• special status for the Lachin Corridor linking Nagorno-Karabakh with Armenia, possibly coupled with similar measures 
between the mainland Azerbaijan and Nakhchivan;[2]

• arrangements between Azerbaijan and Armenia securing the return of the majority of refugees on both sides to their 
homes.[

The final borders of the conflict after the Bishkek Protocol. Armenian forces of Nagorno-Karabakh currently control almost 9% of Azerbaijan's territory outside the former Nagorno Karabakh 
Autonomous Oblast, while Azerbaijani forces control Shahumian and the eastern parts of Martakert and Martun

Bishkek Protocal 
Agreement:
 Not Exactly 
Carried Out
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The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE) is the world's largest security-oriented 
intergovernmental organization. Its mandate includes issues 
such as arms control and the promotion of human rights, 
freedom of the press and fair elections. It employs around 
3,460 people, mostly in its field operations but also in its 
secretariat in Vienna, Austria and its institutions. 

The Minsk Group is headed by a co-
chairmanship consisting of France, Russia 
and the United States. Furthermore, the Minsk 
Group also includes the following participating 
states: Belarus, Germany, Italy, Portugal, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, Finland, Turkey as 
well as Armenia and Azerbaijan.

The OSCE Minsk Group was created in 1992 by 
the Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE, now Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)) to 
encourage a peaceful, negotiated resolution 
to the conflict with Azerbaijan, Armenia and 
Nagorno-Karabakh.

OSCE Minsk Group
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More of the Same...

On 14 March 2008, the United Nations General Assembly passed a non-binding resolution by a vote of 39 to 7, with 100 
abstentions, reaffirming Azerbaijan's territorial integrity, expressing support for that country's internationally recognised 
borders and demanding the immediate withdrawal of all Armenian forces from all occupied territories there. The resolution was 
supported mainly by members of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and GUAM,
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The CSTO charter reaffirmed 
the desire of all participating 
states to abstain from the use or 
threat of force. Signatories 
would not be able to join other 
military alliances or other 
groups of states, while 
aggression against one 
signatory would be perceived 
as an aggression against all. 
To this end, the CSTO holds 
yearly military command 
exercises for the CSTO nations 
to have an opportunity to 
improve inter-organization 
cooperation. A CSTO military 
exercise called "Rubezh 2008" 
was hosted in Armenia, where a 
combined total of 4,000 troops 
from all seven constituent CSTO 
member countries conducted 
operative, strategic and tactical 
training with an emphasis 
towards furthering efficiency of 
the collective security element of 
the CSTO partnership.

The Eurasian 
Economic Union 
has an integrated 
single market of 
183 million people 
and a gross 
domestic product of 
over 4 trillion U.S. 
dollars (PPP). The 
EEU introduces the 
free movement of 
goods, capital, 
services and 
people and 
provides for 
common transport, 
agriculture and 
energy policies, 
with provisions for a 
single currency and 
greater integration 
in the future.

Meanwhile, Armenia Joins Russia-Led 
Organizations of Post Soviet States

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single_market
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single_market
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_domestic_product
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_domestic_product
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_domestic_product
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_domestic_product


The question about the presence of the Russian military base in Armenia has 
been raised in the European Commission. Many experts argue that the 
presence of the base serves an obstacle to Western investment and reforms 
and that the Armenian public and political system that is too closely linked 
with the Russian leadership.[However, most analysts and the Armenian 
government consider Russia the guarantor of Armenia's territorial 
integrity since it forms one triad of Armenia's national security 
framework.

The 102nd Russian military base is stationed in Gyumri in the northwestern part of Armenia. The base was upgraded by a Russian-Armenian defense agreement 
signed in 2010. The agreement extended Russia’s basing rights in Armenia until 2044. Moscow also undertook to supply Armenia with more weapons and military 
hardware.[3] On 8 December 2015, the Erebuni base (part of 102nd) was reinforced with six advanced Mi-24P assault helicopters and an Mi-8MT transport 
helicopter delivered from the Russian Air Force base in the Krasnodar region.[5][6]

On 23 December 2015, Russian defence minister Sergei Shoygu and his Armenian counterpart, Seyran Ohanyan, signed an agreement to form a Joint 
Air Defense System in the Caucasus. The conclusion of the agreement followed the Armenian minister′s assertion that the ceasefire with Azerbaijan 
over the breakaway region of Nagorno-Karabakh virtually no longer existed.[8

Russian Military Base in Armenia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gyumri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gyumri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mil_Mi-24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mil_Mi-24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seyran_Ohanyan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seyran_Ohanyan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishkek_Protocol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishkek_Protocol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azerbaijan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azerbaijan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_status_of_Nagorno-Karabakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_status_of_Nagorno-Karabakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagorno-Karabakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagorno-Karabakh


The Southern Gas Corridor (SGC) is a term used to describe planned infrastructure projects aimed at improving the 
security and diversity of the EU’s energy supply by bringing natural gas from the Caspian region to Europe.

New Oil & Gas Pipelines from 
Azerbaijan Avoid Armenian Territory



2011: Syrian War: Consequences 
for Ammenia, NK

Some 
Estimates of 

17,000







One possible explanation is that Azerbaijan and Armenia (but not Moldova) have been involved in so-called 
frozen wars—protracted, violent ethnic conflicts that have occasionally intensified into prolonged states of 
insecurity. Such situations, by virtue of their extended nature and the general mobilization they entail, might 
greatly diminish women’s bargaining powers in the public and private spheres, such that men’s 
preference for sons determines couples’ reproductive and family planning practices.











The violence came just hours after the end of the 2016 Nuclear Security Summit, hosted by President 
Obama in D.C. Both Armenia’s president, Serzh Sargsyan, and Azerbaijan’s president, Ilham Aliyev, 
attended. On its margins they met separately with Vice President Biden to discuss the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. Earlier Aliyev and Secretary of State John F. Kerry held a brief news conference in 
which Aliyev called for the conflict to be resolved based on the “immediate and unconditional 
withdrawal of Armenian troops from our territories.”

As Aliyev and Sargsyan flew home, the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict escalated dramatically. In a matter of hours, rules 
of engagement tacitly developed since a 1994 cease-fire went out the window. For the first time, a mass 
incursion of tank formations occurred. For the first time, Azerbaijani forces sought to seize and hold territories 
held by NKR forces. For the first time, GRAD missiles were used and a series of other weapon systems, like armed 
drones, were thrown into the fight. NKR forces shot down at least one Mi-24 helicopter and destroyed numerous tanks.  
largest since 1994, with scores dead, possibly more.
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Karabakh is now ethnically 
homogeneous — and its 
respondents were the most 
uncompromising of all those 
we surveyed. They were all but 
united in opposing the return 
of displaced Azerbaijanis or any 
shifts in territory and in 
disliking and distrusting  their 
former enemies.

Four-Day War
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Representatives of the military and political leadership in Nagorno-Karabakh argue that militants that once was 
trained by or fought along with ISIS and other terrorist groups in Syria and Iraq were involved in atrocities against 
the Armenian military and civilians during the four-day war with Azerbaijan in early April.
While no conclusive evidence of the claims has been presented yet, Armenian experts do not find it odd for 
Azerbaijan, considering history and current tendencies. They say, however, that everything should be done to hold 
Baku accountable for the war crimes.
As Azerbaijan renewed hostilities in Nagorno-Karabakh on April 2, its commando units carried out a raid inside 
the border village of Talish in the north of Nagorno-Karabakh. Evidence that transpired later suggests that 
they tortured elderly members of a local family whom their children did not manage to evacuate in 
time. All three, including a 92-year-old woman, were brutally killed and the dead bodies of at least two of the 
elderly people were mutilated.

This and other crimes committed against Armenians, including the beheading of an ethnic Yezidi 
serviceman of Nagorno-Karabakh’s Defense Army, has sparked an outrage in the Armenian society against 
the background of reports that Azerbaijan has been using mercenaries, including possible ISIS-
trained militants, in its operations.

Heated Rhetoric



On the night of April 2, 2016, all the frontier positions of Azerbaijan were subjected to heavy fire from the Armenian 
side, which used large-caliber weapons, mortars and grenade launchers. The armed clashes resulted in deaths and 
injuries among the Azerbaijani population. Azerbaijan responded with a counter-attack, which led to liberation of 
several strategic heights and settlements.



On April 1, an obscure conflict in Azerbaijan’s breakaway region of Nagorno-Karabakh nearly devolved back into full-scale war 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia. Transatlantic leaders called for an end to the violence and for redoubled efforts to settle the 
underlying political conflict but did little else. Russian President Vladimir Putin, by contrast, launched decisive 
actions to shore up Russia’s international reputation and pull Armenia and Azerbaijan away from the West.

I am therefore struck by the lack of cooperation on Nagorno-Karabakh between Washington and Moscow in recent days. 
Rather than uniting for concerted action in the spirit of the Minsk Group, Putin has been going it alone. 
Perhaps he seeks to undercut any credit Vice President Biden might have garnered for invigorating the 
Nagorno-Karabakh peace process when he met separately with Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev and 
Armenian President Serge Sarkisian the day before the flare-up in violence. Or perhaps Putin was angered that 
Sarkisian and Aliyev proceeded with their White House meeting on the margins of President Obama’s nuclear summit at 
the end of March, which the Russian president boycotted.
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President of Azerbaijan, Aliyev, who was in the security summit in the USA, has given the signals of 
successful meetings with US authorities about the Southern Gas Corridor. John Kerry clearly stated 
they support the Southern Gas Corridor and he also pointed out its importance when he met Aliyev. 
Aliyev also explained the importance of this support and conveyed his appreciation. For the 
success of the Southern Gas Corridor Project, stability in the region is extremely 
important. After all these successful meetings, why would they carry out military 
operations having negative effect on energy projects and cause instability in the 
region?

There may be two reasons: First, Azerbaijan's worsening economy. Carrying out 
military operations may be a strategy of distracting the population from their real 
problems. Second, there may be an agreement between Azerbaijan and Russia that is 
forcing Armenia to make peace, which also has the effect of showing how powerful 
Russia can be. Azerbaijan's Controlled Conflict operation is only possible by 
compromising with Russia. The main outcome is Moscow's motivation to give Azerbaijan the 
green light to start a war. The real reason, needless to say, is to keep Azerbaijan by its side 
permanently. Thus, it may be better to think about the outcome of Azerbaijan’s green light.
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The Democracy Index is an index compiled by the Economist Intelligence Unit,
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