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#3. Nigeria
GDP- Purchasing Power Parity: US$377.9  Billion (As of 2010)
Contribution of Industrial Sector in GDP: 32%
Contribution of Agricultural Sector in GDP: 30%
Contribution of Services Sector in GDP: 38% (As of 2010)
Population: 155,215,573 (As of 2010)
Unemployment Rate: 4.9% (As of 2007)

2010 Economic Giant?



Now:
Africa’s Largest Economy
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Technological Sophistication
Most Internet Users in Africa



The number "419" refers to the section of the Nigerian Criminal Code dealing with 
fraud
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Among Africa's elites, 
hostility is almost 
uniform. Jean Rouch, 
a champion of 
indigenous art in 
Niger, has compared 
Nollywood to the 
AIDS virus. Cultural 
critics complain 
about “macabre 
scenes full of 
sorcery” in the films. 
The more alarmist 
describe Nigerian 
directors and producers 
as voodoo priests 
casting malign spells 
over audiences in other 
countries. They talk of 
the “Nigerianisation” 
of Africa, worrying that 
the whole continent has 
come to “snap its 
fingers the Nigerian 
way”.

The Economist



Lisa Bryant
June 07, 2015 7:53 AM

It’s being called "Nollywood sur Seine" - a Nigerian film festival, which is 
wrapping up its third edition in Paris Sunday. Nigeria is now the world’s 
second-largest movie producer, but film quality has not always been 
tops. That is changing, however.

Move over Hollywood. After India’s famous “Bollywood,” Nigeria’s 
“Nollywood” is now the world’s second-largest filmmaker, 
producing 2,000 or more movies every year.



Nigeria’s Main 
Problems

1. Population Growth
2. Oil Dependency/Corruption 
3. Insurgencies
4. Challenges to National Unity



Fertility Rates

Nigeria

Replacement rate



Total Fertility Rate, 2014

1.88 births per woman (2012)
United States of America, Fertility rate



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_past_and_future_population

Projected Population, 2050
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Oil Dependence 



5-year Oil Price



Impending Economic Crisis?

Jan. 2015



Business Day LIVE

LAGOS/LONDON — JPMorgan will eject Nigeria from its Government Bond Index 
(GBI-EM) by the year-end unless it restores liquidity to currency markets in a way 
that allows foreign investors tracking the benchmark to transact with minimal 
hurdles.
The bank said late on Friday it had extended the deadline to eject Africa’s biggest 
economy by another six months to take into account the arrival of President Muhammadu 
Buhari.
Nigeria held closely-fought presidential elections in March, in which opposition leader Mr 
Buhari defeated incumbent president Goodluck Jonathan, in the country’s first transition 
of power through the ballot box.
JPMorgan, which runs the most commonly used emerging debt indexes, placed Nigeria on 
a negative index watch in January and then said it would assess its place on the index over 
a three to five months period.

June 2015

http://www.bdlive.co.za/
http://www.bdlive.co.za/


Lagos - Nigeria's fuel marketers, who are still not importing due to money owed 
them, have agreed to distribute fuel brought in by the state oil company, the main 
trade body said on Saturday, after talking with the new administration on Friday.
Major cities are still suffering from gasoline shortages despite the end of a 
fuel distribution strike.
After the negotiation on Friday, fuel will become available not just at state-owned 
retail stations but those owned by major and independent marketers to reduce the 
queues of double-parked cars.
The dispute over subsidy payments brought much of Nigeria to a standstill in May, 
as it relies almost wholly on imports.

Suppliers, dependent on subsidies, refused to distribute fuel for several weeks in May, 
over fears that if they were not paid under the old government that the cash-strapped 
new one would not be able to foot the bill and would scrutinize the costly subsidy 
payments that were the source of a $6.8 billion fraud scandal in 2012.
Electricity output was nearly halved and private generators that produce most of 
the electricity for the nation's 170 million inhabitants ran out of diesel, days before 
Buhari's inauguration as the new president on May 29.
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Severe Poverty in Nigeria



International Monetary Fund (2014)
(based on estimates of projected data)

Selected African Countries
by GDP (PPP) per capita

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Monetary_Fund
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The Irish Times

Sun, Jun 7, 2015, 15:36

A bomb blast hit a cattle market in Nigeria’s northeastern state of Borno late on 
Saturday, with as many as 16 people dead, hospital and military sources said, in an 
attack that bore the hallmarks of Islamist Boko Haram militants.

Boko Haram has killed thousands of people and displaced some 1.5 
million in an insurgency to establish an Islamic caliphate in the 
northeast of Nigeria but appears to have lost most of the territory it seized to 
government counter-offensives this year.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the attack, which 
followed two weekend bombings that killed at least 30 people and also appeared to 
be the work of Boko Haram.

Continuing Political Violence 

http://www.irishtimes.com/
http://www.irishtimes.com/
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By Kevin Sieff June 6 at 9:12 PM

Now, the United States is trying to navigate ways to support Nigeria’s 
new leader, who bills himself as a reformer, without violating U.S. 
legislation that prevents the country from giving aid to human rights 
abusers. The authors of the Amnesty International report suggested that foreign 
funding to the military should continue, but that a more robust effort should be made 
to punish those responsible for human rights violations.

So far, U.S. officials say they are confident that they can increase military assistance while 
simultaneously encouraging the Nigerian military to improve its record. The so-called Leahy 
amendment prohibits the approval of U.S. assistance to foreign military units that violate 
human rights.

“The way you help struggling military to get better is to roll up your sleeves and help, but it 
doesn’t mean you turn a blind eye to the bad stuff,” said the senior U.S. official.
For his part, Buhari, who received training in the 1980s at the U.S. Army War College in 
Pennsylvania, appears eager for more U.S. military assistance.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/people/kevin-sieff
http://www.washingtonpost.com/people/kevin-sieff


Nigeria’s Breakup: Danger Still Looms
Aniebo Nwamu
— Jun 7, 2015 2:19 am | 1 Comment
We celebrated too early. Because this year’s polls ended well, we assumed that we had 
shamed the “prophets of doom” – those who prophesied 10 years ago that Nigeria 
would break up in 2015. How wrong we have been!

The elections no doubt provided the perfect gunpowder needed for the country to explode. 
Had the most popular presidential candidate been cheated, as he was in previous years, 
Goodluck Jonathan could have been the last man to rule a united Nigeria. I was almost sure 
about that. It was for fear of the PDP’s abracadabra and the likely fallout that many of us 
took steps to protect ourselves just before the polls.

Yet, the danger of disintegration still looms large. Or has Nigeria been united by the 
elections? Not when the rich and the poor are still poles apart. Not when fuel scarcity has 
persisted and power supply has plummeted. Not when state and federal governments have 
been lamenting a heavy debt overhang and their inability to pay salaries. Not when Boko 
Haram insurgents have intensified their attacks on innocent civilians in the north-east and 
Niger Delta militants want the amnesty programme forever.

Is National Disintegration
 a Real Threat?

http://leadership.ng/reporter/aniebo-nwamu
http://leadership.ng/reporter/aniebo-nwamu
http://leadership.ng/columns/438973/nigerias-breakup-danger-still-looms#disqus_thread
http://leadership.ng/columns/438973/nigerias-breakup-danger-still-looms#disqus_thread


Relative Strong Sense of 
National Indenity & Pride



But Doubts 
Persist

Increasing Talk
 of National Division



National Unity Examined
Through the 2015 Election

It was the most 
expensive election ever 
to be held on the 
African continent. 
Incumbent President 
Goodluck Jonathan 
conceded defeat on 31 
March, barely after the 
results had been 
announced. The 
election marks the first 
time an incumbent 
president has lost re-
election in Nigeria.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa


He is a retired Nigerian Army Major General and 
was Head of State of Nigeria from 31 December 
1983 to 27 August 1985, after taking power in a 
military coup d'état. He ran unsuccessfully for 
the office of President in the 2003, 2007 and 
2011 elections.

Buhari has stated that he takes responsibility for 
whatever happened under his watch during his 
military rule, saying that he cannot change the past. 
He has described himself as a "converted 
democrat".

In 1984, Buhari passed Decree Number 4, the 
Protection Against False Accusations Decree, 
considered by scholars as the most repressive 
press law ever enacted in Nigeria

His regime drew the critics of many, including 
Nigeria’s first Nobel Prize winner Wole Soyinka, 
who, in 2007, wrote a piece called “The Crimes 
of Buhari”  which outlined many of the abuses 
conducted under his military rule.
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Following the death of military dictator and de facto ruler of Nigeria, General Sani 
Abacha in 1998, his successor General Abdusalami Abubakar initiated the transition 
which heralded Nigeria's return to democratic rule in 1999. The ban on political 
activities was lifted, and political prisoners were released from detention 
facilities. The constitution was styled after the ill fated Second Republic — which 
saw the Westminster system of government jettisoned for an American Presidential 
system. Political parties were formed (People's Democratic Party (PDP), All Nigeria 
Peoples Party (ANPP), and Alliance for Democracy (AD)), and elections were set for 
April 1999. In the widely monitored 1999 election, former military ruler Olusegun 
Obasanjo was elected on the PDP platform. On 29 May 1999, Obasanjo was sworn 
in as President and Commander-in-Chief of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

1999: Nigeria’s Democratic Transition
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Tacit Deal: Presidency Alternates Between 
Southern Christians and Northern Muslims 



The election defeat of former military dictator Muhammadu Buhari increased 
religious political tension, as it broke the terms of a tacit agreement whereby, after 
two terms, the presidency was expected to change hands to a northern, Muslim 
candidate, thus distributing the country's oil wealth more fairly, through the 
customary corrupt channels. Sectarian riots engulfed the twelve northern states of the 
country during the three days following the election, leaving more than 800 dead and 
65,000 displaced. The subsequent campaign of violence by Boko Haram culminated in 
a string of bombings across the country on Christmas Day.

Problematic 
2011 Nigerian
 Presidential 

Election 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammadu_Buhari
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammadu_Buhari


2011 Election Returns



Actually much larger
SW especially



Fela Kuti or 
simply Fela, was a 
Nigerian multi-
instrumentalist, 
musician, 
composer, pioneer 
of the Afrobeat 
music genre, 
human rights 
activist, and 
political maverick.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afrobeat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afrobeat




Yoruba 
Significance in
2015 Election

Yoruba Area



Yoruba
Edo

Yoruba and Edo:
Densely 

Populated Swing
Areas (Ethnic 

Groups)



The Benin Bronzes are a group of more than a 
thousand commemorative metal plaques that 
decorated the royal palace of the Benin 
Kingdom in modern-day Nigeria. Collectively, 
the Bronzes form the best known examples of 
Benin art, created by the Edo people from the 
thirteenth century, which also included other 
sculptures in brass or bronze, including some 
famous portrait heads and smaller pieces.

The Benin Bronzes led to a greater 
appreciation in Europe of African culture 
and art. Initially and naively, it appeared 
incredible to the discoverers that people 
"supposedly so primitive and savage" were 
responsible for such highly developed objects

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benin_Kingdom
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Jonathan: 
Triumph in 

the 
Southeast





Echoes 
of Biafra



Nigerian Civil 
War

1967-1970

Biafra: Ibo-Dominated 
State





A titled Igbo chieftain himself, 
Achebe's novels focus on the 
traditions of Igbo society, the 
effect of Christian influences, 
and the clash of Western and 
traditional African values during 
and after the colonial era. His style 
relies heavily on the Igbo oral 
tradition, and combines 
straightforward narration with 
representations of folk stories, 
proverbs, and oratory.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chieftain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chieftain


Ethnic Divisions

Big Three: 
Hausa: 54 Mil.
Yoruba: 36 Mil.

Igbo: 32 Mil.

Hausa

Yoruba

Igbo

Biafra



http://www.muturzikin.com/cartenigeria.htm
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Some 
Nigerians are
Giving Up on 
the Nigerian 

Nation

http://sunnewsonline.com/new/?p=26946

http://sunnewsonline.com/new/?p=26946
http://sunnewsonline.com/new/?p=26946


The Arewa Consultative Forum (ACF) is a political and cultural association of leaders in 
Northern Nigeria formed in 2000 which has considerable influence in the political scene. The 
ACF has been associated with the Arewa People's Congress (APC), a militant group set up to 
protect the interests of the Hausa-Fulani people in the north. However, the forum is 
committed to democratic processes within the Federal constitution.

... and are 
mapping it 
accordingly

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigeria
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The Oodua Peoples 
Congress (OPC) is a Yoruba 
nationalist organization 
situated in Nigeria. 

The Oodua Peoples Congress 
was formed when a group of 
Yoruba elite decided to form an 
organization to actualize the 
annulled mandate of Chief 
Moshood Kashimawo Olawale 
Abiola, a Yoruba who won the 
presidential election of June 
12, 1993 but was barred from 
office.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yoruba_people
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http://www.nairaland.com/848273/asari-dokubo-leads-port-harcourt/2
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2013 Failed State Index





The Fragile “Fragile State Index,” 2014

?
?



1625

Nigeria’s Historical Roots



1850

The Sokoto Caliphate was an Islamic state, the most powerful in West Africa in the 
nineteenth century. It was founded during the Fulani War in 1809 by Usman dan Fodio. 
When the British took over the territory in 1903, they abolished the political authority of the 
Caliph and put the area under the Northern Nigeria Protectorate; however, the title of Sultan 
was retained. It remains an important religious position for Muslims in the region to the current 
day
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Fulani: 13 million nomadic; 40 million in all?





The young Wodaabe men, with elaborate make-up, feathers and other adornments, perform the Yaake: dances and songs to 
impress marriageable women. The male beauty ideal of the Wodaabe stresses tallness, white eyes and teeth; the men will 
often roll their eyes and show their teeth to emphasize these characteristics. Wodaabe clans then join for the remainder of the 
week-long Gerewol: a series of barters over marriage and contests where the young men's beauty and skills are judged by 
young women

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wodaabe

Fulani or Wodaabe Sub-Group?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerewol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerewol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wodaabe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wodaabe


The Wodaabe (Fula: Woɗaaɓe) or Bororo 
are a small subgroup of the Fulani ethnic 
group. They are traditionally nomadic cattle-
herders and traders in the Sahel, with 
migrations stretching from southern Niger, 
through northern Nigeria, northeastern 
Cameroon, southwestern Chad, and the 
western region of the Central African 
Republic.[ The number of Wodaabe was 
estimated in 2001 to be 100,000. They are 
known for their beauty (both men and 
women), elaborate attire and rich cultural 
ceremonies.

“Wodaabe” means  “those who respect 
taboos", a reference to the Wodaabe 
isolation from broader Fulbe culture, 
and their contention that they retain 
"older" traditions than their Fulbe 
neighbors.[9] In contrast, other Fulbe as 
well as other ethnic groups sometimes 
refer to the Wodaabe as "Bororo", a 
sometimes pejorative name, translated 
into English as "Cattle Fulani", and 
meaning "those who dwell in cattle 
camps"
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Fulani herdsmen and farmers conflict over land resources in northeastern Nigeria 
has been well known. Human Rights Watch noted in December 2013 that violence 
between the two groups had left at least 3,000 people dead since 2010.

The Fulani herders allege that the farmers are denying them access to grazing areas, 
and the farmers accuse the herders of allowing their animals to feed on still-growing 
crops and contaminating community water. But the conflict has taken a different turn.

Read more at http://www.christianpost.com/news/its-not-just-boko-haram-fulani-muslim-
herdsmen-are-also-killing-christians-in-nigeria-more-than-70-murdered-in-one-
month-139208/#wilCvUqIu2Q8EGuS.99



Plateau State is celebrated as "The Home of Peace and Tourism", an image that has been 
fractured in recent years by Muslim-Christian clashes in the state. Plateau State gets its 
name from the Jos Plateau. It has a population of around 3.5 million people.

Jos Plateau

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim
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Nigeria: 
Created by 

British
 Imperialism



No relationship with indigenous
 ethnic groups or states



Lugard 
caricatured 
by Spy for 
Vanity Fair, 

1895

Indirect Rule: “Lugardism”
Virtually no nation or state building

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leslie_Ward
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leslie_Ward
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanity_Fair_(British_magazine)
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Lugard pushed for native rule in 
African colonies. He reasoned 
that black Africans were very 
different from white Europeans.  
He considered that natives 
should act as a sort of middle 
manager in colonial 
governance. This would avoid 
revolt because, as Lugard 
believed, the people of Africa 
would be more likely to follow 
someone who looked like them, 
spoke their languages, and 
shared their customs.

20th century Yoruba (Nigerian) depiction 
of a British District Officer on tour of 

indirect rulers.
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British Period: 
Southern Nigeria vs. Northern Nigeria



Traditional rulers still reign ....



His Highness Mallam 
Muhammad Sanusi II  was 
born into the Fulani Torodbe 
(Sullubawa) clan of Kano on the 
31st of July 1961. He was 
crowned on the 8th of June 
2014 as the Emir of Kano. 
Malam Sanusi was a 
successful banker and was a 
former Governor of the 
Central Bank of Nigeria. TIME 
magazine also listed Sanusi in 
its TIMES 100 list of most 
influential people of 2011

And can be significant
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Traditional rulers in Nigeria are agitating for constitutional roles, which they say will go a long a way in 
stemming the tide of the Boko Haram insurgency in the north east.

The agitation dominated the discussions of most speakers at a two-day national conference on Culture, Peace and 
National Security held in Kaduna State on Monday.



Boko Haram is a militant Islamist 
movement based in northeast Nigeria. 
The group was designated by the 
United States as a terrorist 
organisation in November 2013.Boko 
Haram killed more than 13,000 
civilians between 2009 and 
2015.Upwards of 1.5 million people 
have been displaced in the violence. 
Since 2009 Boko Haram have 
abducted more than 500 men, 
women and children, including the 
kidnapping of 276 schoolgirls from 
Chibok in April 2014.

The group initially had links to al-Qaeda, 
but in 2014 it expressed support for the 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant before 
pledging formal allegiance to it in March 
2015
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 'Boko Haram', 
'Western education 
is forbidden', is 
from the Arabic َحرَام 
ḥarām, 'forbidden'; 
and the Hausa word 
boko, 'fake' 

Mohammed Yusuf,
Original Leader
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Abubakar Shekau
Current Leader

Shekau was born in 
the Republic of Niger, 
although it has also 
been claimed that he 
was born in Shekau 
village in Yobe State 
of Nigeria. It is 
unclear how old he 
is with speculation 
suggesting he is 34 or 
35; some have said 
he is 43 years old. He 
has married one of 
Muhammad Yusuf's 
four wives

He has subsequently been reported dead with 
regularity, and is thought to use body doubles.
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How Little is Known!



2014, Projecting SW



The Nigerian military is, in the words of a 
former British military attaché speaking in 
2014, "a shadow of what it's reputed to 
have once been. It's fallen apart." They 
are short of basic equipment, including 
radios and armoured vehicles. Morale is 
said to be low. The country's defense 
budget accounts for more than a third of 
the security budget of $5.8 billion, but 
only 10% is allocated to capital 
spending. In a 2014 US DOD 
assessment, funds are being "skimmed 
off the top", troops are "showing signs of 
real fear," and are "afraid to even engage.

"Boko Haram are better armed and are 
better motivated than our own troops. 
Given the present state of affairs, it is 
absolutely impossible for us to defeat Boko 
Haram."

Miltary Decline

But ...
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Current map of Boko Haram, as of 10 April 2015, 
shown in dark grey

The maximum extent of Boko Haram, in January 
2015,  shown in dark grey

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boko_Haram

 Since mid-2014, the militants have been in control of swathes of territory in and around their 
home state of Borno, but have not captured the capital of Borno state, Maiduguri. However, 
after joint military operation with Nigerian Armed Forces, Chadian Armed Forces, 
Cameroonian Armed Forces, local vigilante groups, local hunters and local fishermen, 
Boko Haram lost its capital Gwoza and most of its occupied territories while it is still 
controlling southern parts of Borno State
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Multinational Joint 
Task Force (MNJTF)

Chad
Niger

Nigeria

Cameroon

Benin

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Multinational Joint Task Force 
(MNJTF) is a 'Combined' (multinational) 
formation, comprising units of the Chadian, 
Nigerien, and Nigerian armed forces.The 
task force was first organised in as a solely 
Nigerian force in 1994, during the 
administration of Sani Abacha, to 
"checkmate banditry activities and to 
facilitate free movement" along its northern 
border. In 1998 it was expanded to include 
units from neighbouring Chad and Niger 
with the purpose of dealing with common 
cross-border security issues in the Lake 
Chad region, with its headquarters in the 
town of Baga, Borno State.
In April 2012 its mandate was expanded to 
encompass counter-terrorism operations.
In January 2015 its headquarters base in 
Baga was overrun by militants of Boko 
Haram, who then proceeded to massacre 
local residents and destroy the town, after 
the Nigerian soldiers of the task force 
defending reportedly fled the attackers.  
Following this, Chad and Niger withdrew 
their troops from the MNJTF, leaving 
only Nigeria as a contributor, 
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According to a communiqué issued at the end of President Buhari’s one-day official 
visit to Chad, both leaders agreed on the need to quickly make the Multi-National 
Joint Task Force (MNJTF) fully operational to effectively combat terrorism in North-
East Nigeria and “everywhere” that Boko Haram operates.
President Buhari and President Deby called on the international community to 
provide the Lake Chad Basin Commission and neighbouring countries with all 
necessary support to combat terrorism and insurgency
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 People



 Kanuri Empires: 
Kanem & Bornu





Traditional 
Cavalry of

Northern Nigeria



A Nigeria specific small Kanuri nationalist movement emerged in 1950s, 
centred on Bornu. Some "Pan-Kanowri" nationalists claimed an area of 532, 
460 km² for the territory of what they called "Greater Kanowra", including the 
modern day prefectures of Lac and Kanem in Chad, Far North Province in 
Cameroon and the departments of Diffa and Zinder in Niger

Extent of the 
five main 

Kanuri 
languages
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Nevertheless, available information does provide an understanding of Boko Haram’s ethnic composition, which appears to consist primarily of 
Kanuri and Kanurized groups. That an ethnicity that makes up approximately just 8 percent of Nigeria’s Muslim population dominates Boko 
Haram’s membership is noteworthy and helps to explain the uprising’s geographical distribution, as well as highlighting local drivers behind the 
violence.

Despite the prevalence of Kanuri among its ranks, Boko Haram exhibits little evidence of being ethnocentric, let alone chauvinistic. The often-cited 2012 claim 
by reputed Boko Haram spokesman Abu Qaqa that Shekua, a Kanuri, favored selecting non-Kanuri members to carry out suicide bombings lacks sufficient 
corroborating evidence and could have been fabricated by Abuja’s State Security Service to sow internal discord within Boko Haram. Given that the majority of 
Boko Haram’s victims to date have probably been Kanuri, it does not appear Shekau and his inner circle regard Kanuri lives as sacrosanct.

In reality, Boko Haram seems intent on constructing a pan-ethnic Islamist movement. Its heavy use of Hausa – a 
language widely spoken in the Sahel and the lingua franca of northern Nigeria – in communiqués indicates that 
Shekau desires an audience far beyond his Kanuri kinsmen. Further, the Boko Haram chieftain has lavished 
praise on historical figures revered in Hausa-Fulani territories, most notably Usman dan Fodio, the founder of 
the Sokoto Caliphate (1804-1903).

Boko Haram fighters have relentlessly targeted for assassination traditional authority figures descended from the defunct Borno kingdom’s 
aristocracy, including members of the royal al-Kanemi dynasty. By reportedly declaring the territory under its possession a “caliphate,” Boko Haram 
has made a sharp break with the past. The previous Muslim polities that controlled modern-day northeastern Nigeria never used the term; Boko 
Haram’s core leadership clearly has aspirations to extend its rule well outside of Borno’s old boundaries.

In addition to the northeastern elites, Boko Haram’s worldview is at odds with rural Kanuri communities. Salafism – both its 
peaceful and violent varieties – remains primarily an urban phenomenon in Nigeria’s northeast. Cities tend to have a higher 
concentration of youths bereft of established kinship networks and therefore attracted to the universalist message espoused by 
Islamic revivalists. Conversely, the countryside serves as a bastion of traditionalism, with many Muslims practicing syncretic forms 
of Islam that incorporate elements of indigenous religions.



But in spite of the gloomy situation, I believe the Kanuris and the El-
kanemi Kingdom will rise again. The Kanuris are brave warriors, very 

proud people. They have never been conquered before. Even the 
conquering Fulanis never subdued the Kanuris.

Today the Kanuris are in bad shape and the El-Kanemi Kingdom is almost in ruins, ravaged 
by the Boko Haram war. Even Lake Chad, which the Kanuris regard as their best gift from 
God is drying up fast. The best among the Kanuris are now taking refuge elsewhere, some 
holed up in their homes in Abuja, sneaking out in the night with body guards, very much 
unsure of what will happen to them and living in perpetual fear.

Worse still, the economy of the El-kanemi Kingdom is in ruins. The economy has been 
rewinded by over 50 years.



Lake Chad Region, 
Kanuri Core



Environmental Roots ?







“The consensus in past research into terrorism
and radicalisation into violent extremism
(RVE) is that generally there is no link between
poverty and radicalisation, and if such a link
exists, it is a weak one. However, insufficient
attention has been paid to how terrorism has
changed over the last few years to become a
phenomenon that frequently occurs in weak,
conflict-ridden states.”

Is Poverty a Root Cause
of Boko Haram?





Severe Poverty in Nigeria











Boko Haram 
ideological roots in Izala?







The Arewa People's Congress (APC) is a group in Northern Nigeria established to protect 
the interests of the Muslim Hausa and Fulani of the area. The group was formally 
launched on 13 December 1999. It was chaired by a retired army officer, Captain Sagir 
Muhammed, who had been an operative in the Directorate of Military Intelligence.  The group 
said it would begin full self-defence training for northern residents in reaction to attacks 
on Hausas by the Oodua Peoples Congress (OPC), a Yoruba pressure group in the 
south.

The emergence of increasingly militant groups such as the APC and OPC is one of the 
factors fuelling communal violence in Nigeria. Speaking to the Conference of Southern 
Governors in January 2001, Chimaroke Nnamani, the governor of Enugu State, said the 
emergence of these groups was due to the inability of the federal police to provide adequate 
policing due to shortage of manpower.

Roots in the APC?
(An anti-Yoruba pro-Hausa Group)
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Insurgency in the Niger Delta
(diminished, but still ...)



Former militants in Nigeria’s Niger Delta say unrest may resume if the country's new 
president ends the amnesty program and monthly payments that brought peace to 
the oil-producing region.

Each month, former militants who used to spend their time bombing pipelines and 
kidnapping foreign oil workers in the Niger Delta get the equivalent of about $330 to 
convince them to occupy their time in other ways. They also get access to training 
programs intended to help them find other work.

This arrangement started in 2009, but it was never supposed to last forever. New 
Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari said so in his inauguration speech last week, 
announcing the program would end in December.
He added that the government would, “invest heavily in the projects, and programs currently 
in place.” president's remarks.



Nigeria's Buhari to continue with Delta amnesty, ensure oil 
reform: official

Vienna (Platts)--4Jun2015/516 am EDT/916 GMT

The new Nigerian government led by Muhammadu Buhari is committed to continuing 
with a militant amnesty program in the Niger Delta in a bid to improve the security 
situation in the oil-producing region, a senior Nigerian oil ministry official said late 
Wednesday.

Speaking in Vienna, Jamila Shu'ara, permanent secretary of the Ministry of Petroleum 
Resources of Nigeria, also said the new government would work hard to ensure the speedy 
passage of Nigeria's long-delayed oil reform legislation, the Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB).

"The Buhari administration is committed to [continuing] the amnesty program in Nigeria's Niger 
Delta with vigor and bring about lasting peace and stability in the area as well as other parts of 
Nigeria," Shu'ara said at an event during the OPEC international seminar.



The current conflict in the Niger Delta 
arose in the early 1990s over tensions 
between foreign oil corporations and a 
number of the Niger Delta's minority 
ethnic groups who feel they are being 
exploited, particularly the Ogoni and 
the Ijaw. 
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Severe Poverty in Nigeria



Niger Delta



Kenule "Ken" Beeson Saro Wiwa (10 October 1941 – 10 November 1995) was 
a Nigerian writer, television producer, environmental activist, and winner of the 
Right Livelihood Award and the Goldman Environmental Prize. Saro-Wiwa was a 
member of the Ogoni people, an ethnic minority in Nigeria whose homeland, 
Ogoniland, in the Niger Delta has been targeted for crude oil extraction since the 
1950s and which has suffered extreme environmental damage from decades of 
indiscriminate petroleum waste dumping. Initially as spokesperson, and then as 
president, of the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP), 
Saro-Wiwa led a nonviolent campaign against environmental degradation 
of the land and waters of Ogoniland by the operations of the multinational 
petroleum industry, especially the Royal Dutch Shell company. He was also 
an outspoken critic of the Nigerian government, which he viewed as reluctant 
to enforce environmental regulations on the foreign petroleum companies 
operating in the area.
At the peak of his non-violent campaign, he was tried by a special military 
tribunal for allegedly masterminding the gruesome murder of Ogoni chiefs 
at a pro-government meeting, and hanged in 1995 by the military 
dictatorship of General Sani Abacha. His execution provoked international 
outrage and resulted in Nigeria's suspension from the Commonwealth of Nations 
for over three years.
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Ethnic Divisions

Big Three: 
Hausa
Yoruba

Ibo

Ogoni



Ogoniland Declares Self-
Government

2 August 2012
Jubilations are continuing throughout 
Ogoniland after the Ogoni people in 
southern Nigeria, today, Thursday, 
2nd of August declared political 
autonomy. 

In a live broadcast on a newly 
established radio station: Voice of 
Ogoni, MOSOP President/
Spokesman, Dr. Goodluck Diigbo 
vowed that:“By this declaration of 
political autonomy, we, the Ogoni 
people are determined to enforce the 
United Nations Declaration on Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples, without fear 
or retreat,” Diigbo said.

Diigbo affirmed that self-government 
within Nigeria will secure for the 
Ogoni people, their indigenous 
rights, enable them to meet their 
needs and interests and finally end 
internal colonialism.
”



... an umbrella organisation for several armed 
groups, which it sometimes pays in cash or guns to 
launch attacks." MEND has been linked to attacks on 
petroleum operations in Nigeria as part of the Conflict in 
the Niger Delta, engaging in actions including sabotage, 
theft, property destruction, guerrilla warfare, and 
kidnapping.[

MEND's evolving approach to conducting warfare has 
been described as "open source", so called because it is 
analogous to the decentralized communal 
development process now prevalent in the software 
industry, making it extremely quick to innovate and 
move new technologies and tactics rapidly from cell to 
cell without the direction of a vulnerable leadership 
hierarchy. Former United States Air Force "counter-
terrorism" officer, technology analyst, and software 
entrepreneur, John Robb, in a Wired Magazine interview 
about the emergence of "open source guerrillas", 
alleged that MEND "doesn’t even field its own 
guerillas. They hire their experts and fighters mostly 
from criminal gangs and tribal warrior cults to do 
their operations."

MEND
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http://news.nationalpost.com/photos/oil-spills-from-oil-thieves-and-shell-operational-failures-in-niger-delta-nigeria

Oil spills from oil thieves and Shell operational failures in 
Niger Delta, Nigeria
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The Washington Post

By Jon Gambrell and — Associated Press July 20, 2013

Locals call the practices “bunkering,” which sees thieves use hacksaws and blades to cut 
into the pipes. When the companies see the pressure drop on their lines, they dial back 
the pressure just long enough for thieves to attach spigots to the lines. As the pressure 
rises back up, the thieves simply divert some of the oil out of the line to their own uses.
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