History 3:
The Historical & Geographical Background of
Current Global Events

Brexit?

The Coming UK Vote on
Exiting the European Union
April 26, 2016

At Issue: June 23
Vote on Whether
the United Kingdom
Should Leave the
European Union
But: Part of a
Much Larger Story:
Growing Distrust
of EU Throughout Europe
On 9 June 2015, MPs voted by 544 to 53 in
favour of the principle of holding a referendum
with only the Scottish National Party voting to
oppose the Bill

Populist Surge Over
Much of the World

Hofer, who says he almost always packs a
Glock in order to protect himself from
refugees, is considered by German media to
be the friendlier face of the Freedom Party
over its more aggressive leader, HeinzChristian Strache.
Still, Hofer says Austria should leave the
EU, wants to deport all foreigners, and
wants to ban women from wearing head
scarves.
Last September, Austria's coalition leaders
stood shoulder-to-shoulder with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel in her
determination to take the moral high road
when it came to allowing refugees to seek
asylum in Europe.

Prime Example:
2016 Austrian Election,
First Round

Before the crucial EU summit in February,
which was an opportunity for European
leaders to find a common solution to the
refugee crisis, Austria withdrew and
announced its plans to impose a cap on
the number of refugees it would admit
into the country. Austria also put up a 2.5
mile fence at its Slovenian border and
deployed military personnel to its other
borders.

2016
Austrian
Election
First Round

Establishment
Parties, 22.4%

Vienna

Growing Euroscepticism

The Trend Is Clear: And Continuing ....

Still, Views
of EU Still
Positive in
Most
European
Countries
(especially
Eastern
Europe)

UK the Most Anti-EU Country?

Declining Participation
in EU Parliament Vote

Lowest Turnout in
Eastern Europe

“Far Right”
Eurosceptical
Vote

Big
Differences
Between
Different
Right-Wing
Anti-EU
Parties

The party describes itself as "a principled, conservative
and radically patriotic Christian party", whose
"fundamental purpose" is the protection of "Hungarian
values and interests." After the Hungarian parliamentary
elections on 6 April 2014, the party polled 1,020,476 votes,
securing 20.54% of the total

“Old Right”

Netherlands

The party believes that the Judeo-Christian and
humanist traditions should be taken as the
dominant culture in the Netherlands, and that
immigrants should adapt accordingly. The party wants
a halt to immigration especially from non-Western
countries. It is hostile towards the EU

“New Right”

Sweden

Also, Plenty of Euroscepticism
on the Far Left
The party was against accession to the
European Union and still wants Sweden
to leave the European Union.

As well as opposing Swedish membership of
the European Union, It calls for the freezing
of EU trade agreements with Israel, ending
Swedish military cooperation and arms trade
with Israel and a general consumer
boycott of Israeli goods to put pressure on
Israel

Largest Eurosceptical
Party?
The Five Star Movement
(M5S), an anti-establishment
movement founded by the
former comedian Beppe
Grillo, can be considered a
soft Eurosceptic party. The
M5S gained 25.5% of vote in
the 2013 general election,
becoming the largest antiestablishment and Eurosceptic
party in Europe. The party also
advocates a consultive
referendum on the
withdrawal of Italy from the
Eurozone (but not from the
European Union) and to
return to the lira.

On 8 September 2007, he organized a "V‑Day Celebration" in Italy; the "V" stood for vaffanculo
("fuck off"). During the rally, he projected the names of 24 Italian politicians who had been
convicted of crimes including corruption, tax evasion and abetting a murder. More than 2 million
Italians participated in this rally

UKIP & Five Star Movement
in EU Parliamentary Alliance

And Certanly
Some
Far-Left
Support
for Brexit
in the UK

He said the EU is "built on neo-liberal economic principles which are iron-clad and unchangeable".
However, he argued people want to vote and only Brexit would deliver true democracy for British voters.
He said: "We want our people to choose our government and thus our direction. I'd rather take my chance with
changing things in Britain than waiting for change in Bulgaria or in Poland or in Germany.

And Center-Left

Brexit: Little Establishment Support

Remain

(Establishment Parties)

Leave
Neutral

(Establishment Party)

The EU debate is already taking a toll on the Tory party and his premiership. While defeat would be disastrous for him, even
victory will come at a heavy political cost.
Victory is, for now, still the most likely outcome. Barring a dramatic worsening of the migrant crisis or another
eurozone emergency, the uncertainty inherent in leaving the EU will probably mean that most British voters will
choose to maintain the status quo. But in winning the referendum, Cameron could well lose his party.
But the blue-on-blue attacks are now increasingly vicious, and will not easily be forgotten. In the last few days George
Osborne has slammed Leavers as ‘economically illiterate’, Boris Johnson has accused David Cameron of misleading
voters about immigration, and Osborne’s warning that leaving the EU would cost households thousands of pounds has been
rubbished in the most personal terms by Brexit-supporting backbenchers.

Tory Party (Conservatives)
Deeply Divided

Alexander Boris de Pfeffel Johnson (born 19 June 1964) is a British
politician, popular historian and journalist who has served as Mayor of
London since 2008 and as Member of Parliament (MP) for Uxbridge and
South Ruislip since 2015. A member of the Conservative Party, Johnson
considers himself a One Nation Conservative and has been described as
a libertarian due to his association with both economically liberal and
culturally liberal policies.
Born in New York City to upper class English parents, Johnson was
educated at the European School of Brussels, Ashdown House School, and
Eton College. He read Classics at Balliol College, Oxford, where he was a
member of the Bullingdon Club and was elected President of the Oxford
Union in 1986. Beginning his career in journalism at The Times, he later
became The Daily Telegraph's Brussels correspondent, with his articles
exerting a strong influence on growing Eurosceptic sentiment among
the British right-wing.

Prominent
Brexiteer

Supporters have praised him as an entertaining, humorous, and popular
figure with appeal beyond traditional Conservative voters. Critics have
accused him of laziness and dishonesty, using racist and homophobic
language, and elitism.

By Peter Foster, Europe Editor
4:42PM GMT 20 Feb 2016

Telegraph.co.uk
EU deal: What
David Cameron
asked for... and
what he
actually got
The deal for a “new
settlement” for Britain
in Europe has been
signed in Brussels did David Cameron
get what he wanted?

Main
Eurosceptical
Party

Is “Euroscepticism”
Main
Eurosceptical the Right Word?
Demand for
Party
Populist Ideology Independence
from EU
UKIP also presents itself as a libertarian
party . Similarly, UKIP supporter James
Delingpole characterised the party as
"patriotic, fiscally conservative, socially
libertarian".Conversely, commentators
writing in The Spectator, The
Independent, and New Statesman have all
challenged the description of UKIP as
libertarian, highlighting its socially
conservative and economically
protectionist policies as being contrary
to a libertarian ethos.
The party's rhetoric presents a
fundamental divide between the
governing elite and the British
population.It presents the UK's three
primary parties, the Conservatives,
Labour, and Liberal Democrats, as
being essentially interchangeable,
referring to them with the portmanteau of

"LibLabCon". UKIP claims to
stand up for ordinary people against this
political elite, presenting itself using
recurring populist rhetoric such as by
describing its policies as "common
sense”

Anything Similar in the US?

UKIP Doing Well in Voting for
EU Parliament

Nigel Paul Farage (born 1964) is a British politician and
former commodity broker. He is the leader of the UK
Independence Party (UKIP), having held the position since
November 2010, and previously from September 2006 to
November 2009. Since 1999 he has been a Member of the
European Parliament for South East England. He cochairs the Europe of Freedom and Direct Democracy. He
has been noted for his sometimes controversial speeches
in the European Parliament and has strongly criticised the
euro.
Farage was a founding member of UKIP, having left the
Conservative Party in 1992 after the signing of the
Maastricht Treaty

A Controversial Speech Indeed....
2010, EU Parliament
Farage Adressing Herman Van Rompuy,
President of the European Council:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bypLwI5AQvY

New
Right
vs. Old
Right?

Brexit campaigners, including UKIP’s Nigel Farage, have shunned support from the French Front National leader,
Marine Le Pen, ahead of her controversial visit to Britain.
Le Pen, who previously compared Muslims praying in the streets to Nazis occupying France, is planning a trip to London
at the end of May or early June.
The Leave.EU campaign told the Independent that Le Pen was not welcome in the UK.
“We don’t think her ‘contribution’ to the Brexit debate is helpful,” the group added. “Brits don’t want these leaders lecturing them
on how they should vote.”

Leave EU Campaign

Leaving the EU would
give us more control of
our own laws and
regulations

Leaving the EU would give the
UK more global influence, not
less

Leaving the EU
would give us
back control of
our borders

The Main “Leave” Arguments
As the world’s fifth biggest economy, the UK is well placed to supply its own labour. So it would make sense for UK
immigration policy to be tailored towards filling any employment shortfalls, with the freedom to draw specialist skills from
a global talent pool.
Given the current free movement of people within the EU, Britain’s attempts to reduce net migration have led to
incredibly tight restrictions on non-EU students and workers. Leaving the EU would ensure that the very best and
brightest minds could come to the UK - wherever in the world they are from. What’s more, an overall cap on migration
would allow the UK to ease some of the current (huge) pressure on public services.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Brussels, Luxembourg and Strasbourg are responsible for more than half of the UK’s legislation.
The UK government was taken to court 23 times for failing to implement EU law between 2007 and 2011.
UK influence inside the EU is dwindling. We currently have Less than 13% of the votes in the EU Parliament – when we first
joined, we had almost 20%.
The top 100 EU regulations cost the UK economy £33.3 billion per year. Since 2010, the EU has introduced over 3,500 new
laws affecting British business.
The EU has passed over half a million pages of law since its inception in 1957.
The UK's exports to the rest of the world are growing twice as fast as the UK's exports to the EU. The UK's three fastest growing
export markets are outside the EU.
Leaving the EU would provide the UK with the freedom to negotiate its own free trade deals; crucial when the EU has
effectively become an uncompetitive trading bloc.
EU trade negotiations with major economies like Japan, India and the UAE have all either been suspended or are barely moving.
Australia, South Korea and Japan are all thriving economies that conduct trade policy on a bilateral basis, rather than joining free
trade zones.
Freedom from excessive regulations and contributions to the EU budget will significantly lower costs for business and save the
treasury billions of pounds per year.
The overall EU budget totals €155bn, of which a massive €9bn is spent just on administration costs.
Britain’s EU payments are huge – our net contribution to the EU has risen by over 100% in the last decade, in 2016 it will total
more than £15.7 Billion.

Paying
In

Getting
Out

Significant
Map
for
Leave
Campaign

Remain Campaign

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development added its voice to the debate Wednesday, saying in a report that the British
economy could be as much as 3% smaller by 2020 if it leaves the European Union than if it stayed in. The Paris-based research body likened
Brexit to a tax that Britons could be paying for years to come.
In an interview, OECD Secretary-General Ángel Gurria said the U.K. has a “systemic” role in the world economy and the fallout from a vote to
leave could hurt trade, investment and growth more broadly, especially given pockets of weakness elsewhere that are already clouding the
global outlook.
––

“The world economy is limping. The last thing we need is to shoot ourselves in the foot,” he said.
The OECD’s statement follows warnings from other institutions that Britain leaving the EU may prove damaging for the British economy and
beyond. The International Monetary Fund and the U.K. Treasury have in recent weeks issued their own gloomy analyses of the potential fallout,
while U.S. President Barack Obama urged Britons to stay in the bloc during a trip to London last week, saying the U.K. could end up at “the
back of the queue” in U.S. free-trade negotiations.

Polling Data.

Poll
of
Polls

By CHRISTOPHER WHITTALL And JASON DOUGLAS

Robust demand for a multibillion-pound sale of U.K. government debt and a rally in sterling appeared
to show that investors are more upbeat about Britain’s June vote on whether to remain in the
European Union.
The £4.75 billion ($6.9 billion) debt sale on Tuesday attracted £21 billion of orders, according to a
notice by banks underwriting the deal. The pound rose to $1.4582 in late New York trading, its highest
level against the dollar since early February.
Concern that a vote to leave the EU, known as “Brexit,” would hit the British economy has helped
push the pound down 1% against the dollar and roughly 5% against the euro this year. Still, the
exchange rate has been volatile, and analysts said further market moves could come ahead of the
June 23 vote.

Age 18-35

University
Graduates

Age 55 & over

NonGraduates

Leave
Leave

Greater London,
Scotland,
Wales Generally
Europhilic
Cumbria?

Rural England
Generally
Eurosceptic

The euroscepticism of
various areas partly
correlates with lower income
(we see this effect in our
national polling where higher
social grades are more clearly
in favour of remaining in the
EU), but euroscepticism also
has strongholds in the more
wealthy, Tory shires.
Apart from in Scotland (all
europhile and one mixed), parts
of Wales and London many of
the europhile areas are
university towns with lower
median ages – Liverpool,
Manchester, York and Bristol.
And support for remaining in
the EU almost always is
concentrated in
geographically smaller,
urban areas.

Eastern Non-Metropolitan
England Most Pro-UKIP

Cumbria

2015 Election: Substantial Labour/UKIP
Some Overlap in Industrial North England

Consequences for the UK?
Possible Break-Up Back on the Agenda?

There would "almost certainly" be a
second independence referendum if
the UK votes to leave the EU and
Scotland does not, Nicola Sturgeon
has said.
The SNP leader said she hoped the
situation did not arise, but said there
would be "overwhelming" support for a
second poll in the event of a Brexit.
The power to call a referendum is
reserved, so any new vote would need
permission from Westminster.
Opposition parties said Scotland
should "move on" from the issue.
Speaking on the BBC's Sunday Politics
Scotland programme, Ms Sturgeon
said that she would be "campaigning
very hard" for a Remain vote in
Scotland, but she said it was "very
highly likely" there would be a fresh
independence referendum if Scotland
voted to remain while the UK voted to
leave.
She said it would be a "democratic
outrage" if Scotland were "dragged
out of Europe against our will", and
said there would be "overwhelming
demand" for a fresh referendum.

David Cameron is in danger of going
down in history as the most disastrous
British Prime Minister since Lord North
lost the 13 colonies in the American War
of Independence more than 200 years
ago.
This isn't because of his policies on
austerity, welfare reform or foreign
affairs, but simply because of the
constitutional fallout should he lose the
referendum on June 23 on continued
British membership of the European
Union.
For if Britain voted to leave the EU—
or Brexit as it is commonly termed—
in all probability it wouldn't only cost
Cameron his job, but also initiate an
irrevocable process toward Scottish
independence and the breakup of the
United Kingdom.
Cameron’s chances of winning the
referendum and preventing a Brexit
have diminished sharply as a result of
his own personal problems in
responding to questions concerning his
own finances stemming from the leak of
documents at the Panama-based
Mossack Fonseca law firm.

English
Independence
from
UK?

(minor movement but still...

Bristol City Council allowed the national day to pass without a single event for the patron saint,
despite its history dating back to 1222.
Council chiefs said 91 different languages are spoken in the town and it would be "very difficult to
commemorate them all".
Some in the area feel as though the English symbol has been hijacked by far right groups and are
concerned about being branded “racist”.
According to the Daily Star Sunday, Kalphna Woolf, founder of 91 Ways to Build a Global City, which aims to
unite Bristol's multicultural communities, said people can be frightened of the white and red St George's
flag.

EU

Manx Flag
Isle of
Man

The Isle of Man holds neither
membership nor associate
membership of the European Union.
Protocol 3 of the UK's Act of Accession
to the Treaty of Rome included the Isle
of Man within the EU's customs area,
allowing for the trade for Manx goods
without tariffs throughout the EU.
However, there are still limitations on the
movement of capital and services.
EU citizens are entitled to travel and
reside, but not work, in the island without
restriction. And Manx citizens—without
the hereditary qualification outlined
above—are similarly restricted from
working in the EU
Under British law, the Isle of Man is not part of the United
Kingdom. However, the UK takes care of its external and
defence affairs, and retains paramount power to legislate
for the island

Gimli Is Not Happy

Isle of Man resident John Rhys-Davies,
71, said the referendum was "one of
the most important [and]
constitutionally significant events in
recent times".
He said he was "amazed no-one had
raised the issue before" with the United
Kingdom government.
The Welsh actor was allowed to raise the
petition as a British citizen.
UK Prime Minister David Cameron has
promised a referendum on whether
Britain should remain in the EU by the
end of 2017.

'
The Isle of Man's chief minister
Allan Bell said: "As the Isle of
Man is not part of the United
Kingdom nor of the European
Union we cannot expect to be
included in a referendum in the
UK about its membership of
the EU.
Ellan Vannin (the Manx-language name of the Isle of Man)

Reactions
From &
Consequences
For Other
Countries

The President drew ire from anti-EU
campaigners yesterday when he
suggested that the U.K would be at
the ‘back of the queue’ in
negotiating a new trade deal with
the US if it left the European Union.
What the American leader said was
not actually new, he was merely
repeating warnings made by U.S
officials; that the US is not
interested in bilateral trade deals
with individual countries.
However, his use of the word
‘queue’ instead of the American
‘line’ made some people suspicious
that his speech had prior British
involvement.

Read more: http://metro.co.uk/
2016/04/23/obama-used-the-wordqueue-in-his-brexit-speech-andnow-people-aresuspicious-5836492/

Johnson, who was born in New York, wrote an an angry riposte in The Sun. "It is incoherent. It is inconsistent, and yes it
is downright hypocritical," he wrote. "The Americans would never contemplate anything like the EU, for themselves
or for their neighbors in their own hemisphere. Why should they think it right for us?"
He later doubled down on those remarks. "It is very odd, it is perverse, it is hypocritical," he told reporters.

(Nigel sounding rather lefty)
“The visit of President Obama also poses serious questions. This President, the most anti-British in history,
is championing the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). This corporatist
stitch-up between the U.S. establishment and the European Union will ultimately will take aim at
the National Health Service (NHS) and will open it up to big multinationals. It is a dream for CEOs
of big multinationals but a disaster for ordinary Brits. Furthermore, it represents once again, supranational bodies going over the top of nation state democracies.
This is why the likes of President Obama and Goldman Sachs are so passionate in their insistence
of the UK remaining in the EU. Rather than dealing with individual governments, they can deal with and lobby
unelected EU Presidents and Commissioners directly. Unaccountable to the electorate, these people now have the
power to push the TTIP agenda.
Effectively, a large part of President Obama’s desire for the UK to remain in the EU is so the NHS can be
privatised by the back door and opened up to marketisation. The Americans themselves would never
tolerate such a dilution of their right to national self-determination. Let’s get real; would any American President
seriously open up their borders unconditionally to Mexico as the UK has done to the whole of the EU? No chance.

UK Poll

1 Nicola Harley
23 APRIL 2016 • 11:57PM

Front-runner for the White House Hillary Clinton has become the latest heavyweight
American politician to wade into the referendum campaign and warn against a Brexi
vote.

The former secretary of state's senior policy adviser, Jake Sullivan, told The
Observer: "Hillary Clinton believes that transatlantic cooperation is essential, and
that cooperation is strongest when Europe is united. She has always valued a strong
United Kingdom in a strong EU. And she values a strong British voice in the EU."

LONDON — Republican presidential candidate Ted Cruz said Wednesday that Britain would
be “at the front of the queue,” not the back, for a trade deal with the United States if the
country votes to leave the European Union. The assertion was a rebuttal of comments made
last week by President Obama in London.
During a two-day visit to the nation, Obama said Britain would find itself “at the back of the
queue” — using the British term for line — for new trade deals were it to leave the 28-member
bloc following a referendum on June 23. A vote to leave the EU is known as "Brexit." Prime
Minister David Cameron is campaigning for Britain to remain in the EU.
“Instead of standing with our allies, President Obama routinely hurls insults at them,”
Cruz wrote in an article published by The Times of London on Wednesday. He said Obama’s
comment was “nothing less than a slap in the face of British self-determination.”

Brexit could also be contagious for the European Union as a whole. The possibility of a British withdrawal is already
intensifying centrifugal forces among the 27 other member states. Marine Le Pen, the powerful leader of the National Front
in France, has said that Brexit will help inspire a Frexit if she becomes president. There is talk in Athens about “Grexit-Plus,” a threat to
leave not only the eurozone but also the union itself. Geert Wilders, the populist leader of the Netherlands’ surging anti-immigrant
Freedom Party, has pronounced the union “finished.” Hungary’s authoritarian prime minister, Viktor Orban, flouts Brussels’ rules and
derides its institutions.
Meanwhile, the president of Russia, Vladimir V. Putin, is actively stirring up trouble and discord in Europe. His annexation of
Crimea two years ago was punishment for Ukraine’s seeking affiliation with the European Union. Russia has courted right-wing and
anti-Brussels parties in Europe, and a Russian bank owned by a Kremlin ally supported Ms. Le Pen’s National Front
with a $10 million loan. Russia’s military has brazenly violated the airspace and territorial waters of Nordic countries, while the
Baltic States have also been targeted by Russian-based cyberattacks.
Today, new challenges have stressed that unity to the limits: the Great Recession, the strains in the eurozone, Russia breaking bad and,
most recently, the refugee crisis caused largely by Syria’s civil war. But even during this troubled period, the strategic rapport between
Britain and America has been crucial in achieving joint goals like maintaining European Union sanctions on Iran and Russia.
That partnership is at an inflection point. The proliferation of “-exit” words is a warning that many Europeans are
giving up on the progress of the last 70 years. Worse, extreme nationalist and xenophobic movements are grimly
reminiscent of the dark decades of Europe’s past
Mr. Cameron, as remainer-in-chief, wants to preserve Winston Churchill’s vision for Europe and the special
relationship with the United States. The question is: Do Britons?

The Special Relationship is a phrase
used to describe the exceptionally
close political, diplomatic, cultural,
economic, military and historical
relations between the United Kingdom
and the United States following its
use in a 1946 speech by British
statesman Winston Churchill.
Although both the United Kingdom and
United States have close relationships
with many other nations, the level of
cooperation between them in economic
activity, trade and commerce, military
planning, execution of military
operations, nuclear weapons
technology, and intelligence sharing
has been described as "unparalleled"
among major powers.

But not
entirely
favorable

First, there was Brexit—the possibility of Britain leaving the European Union in its upcoming membership referendum. Then there was
Czech Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka’s irresistible coinage of Czexit to warn of knock-on referenda elsewhere in the EU. Now, a
new poll suggests that we could be dealing with the threat of Frexit, Swexit, Gerxit and Spexit in the not-too-distant future.
Research from Edinburgh University shows that 53 percent of French would like to hold their own vote on EU membership, and in
Spain, Germany and Sweden more people are in favor of doing so than are opposed.

Now French voters call for FREXIT after
Germany face demands for EU referendum
In a Dutch poll, 53 per cent supported an in-out vote, while the Czech prime minister Bohuslav Sobotka warned a "Czexit" could follow if Britons choose to leave
the EU in June.
Anand Menon, a professor of European politics at King’s College, said: “The British referendum is a laboratory for other referendums in Europe.
“Such trivialisation could produce devastating effects.”
While a central member of the EU, France, like Britain, has always been traditionally hostile to further European integration.
In 2005 French voters overwhelmingly rejected the proposed European Constitution, sending political reverberations throughout the EU.
A third (33 per cent) of French people surveyed would back a so-called Frexit, while 45 per cent would vote to remain and 22 per cent are undecided, according to
the University of Edinburgh poll.

As the Vote Approaches, the Migration
Issue Looms Larger

After a strong week for the Remain camp, Brexit campaigners have brought out their biggest hitters to attack David
Cameron’s EU renegotiation and to claim he had done little to curb the number of migrants travelling to the
UK.
Iain Duncan Smith, the former work and pensions secretary, told the BBC on Monday that immigration was “out of control” and
that Mr Cameron had failed to get the deal in Brussels he had promised: “My belief is that we didn’t get the reform,” he said.
Michael Gove, justice secretary, said Britain would be subject to a migration “free for all” as the next wave of EU applicants
joined the club, a reference to countries including Serbia, Albania and ultimately Turkey.

Geographical Context
&
Historical Background

EU = European
Economic Area
EU

European Economic Area

The European Economic Area (EEA) provides for
the free movement of persons, goods, services and
capital within the internal market of the European
Union (EU) between its 28 member states as well as
Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway

EU = Schengen
Area of Free Travel
EU

EU = Eurozone
EU

Eurozone

Inner and Outer EU Countries

European Economic Community (EEC)
1951. European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC)
1957. The Treaty of Rome, an international
agreement that led to the founding of the
European Economic Community (EEC) on 1
January 1958

• "World peace cannot be safeguarded without the making of creative efforts proportionate to the dangers
which threaten it."
• "Europe will not be made all at once, or according to a single plan. It will be built through concrete
achievements which first create a de facto solidarity."
• "The pooling of coal and steel production... will change the destinies of those regions which have long
been devoted to the manufacture of munitions of war, of which they have been the most constant
victims."
Schuman Declaration – 9 May 1950

Contentious Issue: Churchill and the Future EU

Then Came Suez
The Suez Crisis, was an invasion of Egypt in late 1956 by Israel,
followed by the United Kingdom and France. The aims were to
regain Western control of the Suez Canal and to remove Egyptian
President Gamal Abdel Nasser from power. After the fighting had
started, the United States, the Soviet Union, and the United
Nations forced the three invaders to withdraw. The episode
humiliated Great Britain and France and strengthened Nasser.
France, experiencing the disintegration of its colonial empire
and severe problems in Algeria, turned towards Europe after
Suez Crisis, and to West Germany in particular. In the
years after, the economies of both nations integrated and they
led the drive towards European unity.
U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower had strongly warned
Britain not to invade; he now threatened serious damage
to the British financial system. Historians conclude the crisis
"signified the end of Great Britain's role as one of the
world's major powers". Peden in 2012 states, "The Suez
crisis is widely believed to have contributed significantly to
Britain's decline as a world power.”

De Gaulle vetoed the British
application to join the
European Economic
Community (EEC) in 1963,
famously uttering the single
word 'non' into the television
cameras at the critical moment,
a statement used to sum up
French opposition towards
Britain for many years
afterwards

He went on to list a number of aspects of
Britain's economy, from working practices
to agriculture, which he said made Britain
incompatible with Europe.

American President John F.
Kennedy urged de Gaulle to
accept the United Kingdom in
the EEC, stating that a Europe
without Great Britain would
create a situation in which the
United States were bearing the
enormous costs of Europe's
protection without any voice. He
threatened de Gaulle to
withdraw American troops from
European soil, but de Gaulle
knew that the United States
would lose the Cold War if they
were to leave Europe It
encouraged de Gaulle to see
Great Britain as America's
"Trojan Horse"

European Economic Community (EEC)

Applying together with the
UK, were Denmark, Ireland,
and Norway. These countries
were so economically linked
to the UK that they considered
it necessary to join the EEC if
the UK did. However the
Norwegian government lost a
national referendum on
membership and hence did not
accede with the others on 1
January 1973. Gibraltar, a
British overseas territory, joined
the Community with the United
Kingdom at this point, as can be
seen in the long title of the UK
European Communities Act
1972.

Join

Exit

First UK EU
Referendum:
Different
Geographical
Patterns

European Economic Community (EEC)

Exit
European Economic Community (EEC)

Join

Tory Eurosceptics were inspired. Increasingly, they believed the original vision of a trading area had been supplanted by Franco-German
ambitions for political and economic union. As the centre of gravity shifted in both main parties, Labour under Neil Kinnock embraced a social
Europe, albeit with resistance from unions and the left. Thatcher’s increasingly strident scepticism put her at odds with key members of her
cabinet, including Michael Heseltine, and hastened her downfall.

European Economic Community (EEC)

European Union

Goldsmith became an
active campaigner on
environmental issues
during the last few years
of his life. His book The
Trap (1994) outlined the
challenges facing
mankind. He was
particularly critical of
modern intensive
agricultural practices and
of nuclear power. These
issues had been a
lifelong passion of his
brother Edward, but
Goldsmith had shown
little interest publicly in
the topic during his
business career.

Now
Running
for
Mayor
of
London

The EU: A Complex Organization

Easy To Get Confused!

EU

The European Council is
the institution of the
European Union (EU)
that comprises the heads
of state or government
of the member states,
along with President of
the European Council
and the President of the
European Commission.

Not EU

EU

The Council of the European Union
(often still referred to as the Council
of Ministers, or sometimes just called
the Council is part of the
essentially bicameral EU
legislature (the other legislative
body being the European
Parliament) and represents the
executive governments of the EU's
member states It is based in the
Justus Lipsius building in Brussels,
Belgium.

The precise membership of
these configurations varies
according to the topic under
consideration; for example, when
discussing agricultural policy the
Council is formed by the 28
national ministers whose portfolio
includes this policy area (with the
related European Commissioners
contributing but not voting).
The Presidency of the Council
rotates every six months

Main EU
Institutions

Possible
Expansion?

The European
Commission said on
Wednesday (20 April) it
would propose to give
visa-free access to the
passport-free Schengen
area to Turkey on 4 May,
if Ankara fulfills all the
necessary benchmarks.
In its first assessment of
the progress made under
the EU-Turkey deal
aimed at returning
migrants from Greece,
the EU commission said
it would present its third
report on the progress
made by Turkey to fulfill
requirements on 4 May,
and could propose to
grant visa-free travel.

Voters in the Netherlands have rejected in a referendum an EU partnership deal to
remove trade barriers with Ukraine.
Turnout was low, 32.2%, but above the 30% threshold for the vote to be valid. The deal was
rejected by 61.1% of votes, compared with 38.1% in favour.
Prime Minister Mark Rutte said the government might have to reconsider the deal, although the
vote is not binding.
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko insisted his country would "continue our movement
towards the EU".
A foreign ministry official in Kiev told the BBC that the result was disappointing, adding that
Dutch Eurosceptics could not take Ukraine hostage to express dissatisfaction with the EU.
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Forty million Ukrainians will be able to travel to continental Europe without a visa, under
a major loosening of border policy unveiled in Brussels today.
Ukrainian citizens with biometric passports will be permitted to enter 30 states in the
Schengen zone for 90 days for tourism or business.
The move, part of the EU’s strategy of embracing the crisis-hit Kiev government, caused
anger in the Netherlands. Dutch voters rejected closer ties with Ukraine under a
separate association agreement in a referendum exactly two weeks ago.
The issue of free movement was a major factor in turning Dutch voters against the treaty
to harmonise trade and justice policy with Kiev, said Thierry Baudet, of the Forum for
Democracy think tank which led the ‘No’ campaign.

