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Scottish Independence 
Referendum, 2014



The Scottish Parliament (is the devolved national, 
unicameral legislature of Scotland. Located in the 
Holyrood area of the capital city, Edinburgh, it is 
frequently referred to informally as "Holyrood”

Following a referendum in 1997, in which the 
Scottish electorate voted for devolution, the 
current Parliament was convened by the 
Scotland Act 1998, which sets out its powers as 
a devolved legislature. The Act delineates the 
legislative competence of the Parliament – the 
areas in which it can make laws – by explicitly 
specifying powers that are "reserved" to the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom: all matters 
that are not explicitly reserved are 
automatically the responsibility of the 
Scottish Parliament. The British Parliament 
retains the ability to amend the terms of 
reference of the Scottish Parliament, and can 
extend or reduce the areas in which it can make 
laws. The first meeting of the new Parliament 
took place on 12 May 1999
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The West Lothian question, also 
known as the English question, refers 
to whether MPs from Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales, sitting in the 
House of Commons of the United 
Kingdom, should be able to vote on 
matters that affect only England, while 
MPs from England are unable to vote 
on matters that have been devolved to 
the Northern Ireland Assembly, the 
Scottish Parliament and the Welsh 
Assembly.
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The classical writer, Ptolemy, referred to the larger 
island as great Britain (megale Britannia) and to 
Ireland as little Britain (mikra Brettania) in his work, 
Almagest (147–148 AD).[23] In his later work, 
Geography (c. 150 AD), he gave these islands the 
names[24] Alwion[sic], Iwernia, and Mona (the Isle of 
Man), suggesting these may have been native 
names of the individual islands not known to him at 
the time of writing Almagest.The name Albion 
appears to have fallen out of use sometime after the 
Roman conquest of Great Britain, after which Britain 
became the more commonplace name for the island 
called Great Britain.

After the Anglo-Saxon period, Britain was used as a 
historical term only. Geoffrey of Monmouth in his 
pseudohistorical Historia Regum Britanniae (c. 1136) 
refers to the island of Great Britain as Britannia 
major ("Greater Britain"), to distinguish it from 
Britannia minor ("Lesser Britain"), the 
continental region which approximates to 
modern Brittany, which had been settled in the fifth 
and sixth centuries by Celtic immigrants from the 
British Isles.

Great
BritainFirst Little

Britain

Second 
Little

Britain

500s 
CE

= Welsh

 Welsh

Angles, 
Saxons

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Almagest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Almagest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography_(Ptolemy)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography_(Ptolemy)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hibernia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hibernia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isle_of_Man
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isle_of_Man
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isle_of_Man
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isle_of_Man
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_conquest_of_Britain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_conquest_of_Britain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geoffrey_of_Monmouth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geoffrey_of_Monmouth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pseudohistory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pseudohistory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historia_Regum_Britanniae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historia_Regum_Britanniae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brittany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brittany




England, Scotland, Wales: Countries yes, but not 
Independent Counties. Nations?
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Some time after 1018 and before 
1054, the kingdom of 
Strathclyde appears to have 
been conquered by the Scots, 
most probably during the reign of 
Máel Coluim mac Cináeda who 
died in 1034. In 1054, the English 
king Edward the Confessor 
dispatched Earl Siward of 
Northumbria against the Scots, 
ruled by Mac Bethad mac 
Findláich (Macbeth), along with an 
otherwise unknown "Malcolm son 
of the king of the Cumbrians", in 
Strathclyde
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Gaelic Speakers, 2001 Scots English



Wee, sleekit, cow'rin, tim'rous beastie,
O, what a panic's in thy breastie!
Thou need na start awa sae hasty
Wi bickering brattle!
I wad be laith to rin an' chase thee,
Wi' murdering pattle.

That wee bit heap o' leaves an' stibble,
Has cost thee monie a weary nibble!
Now thou's turned out, for a' thy trouble,
But house or hald,
To thole the winter's sleety dribble,
An' cranreuch cauld.

But Mousie, thou art no thy lane,
In proving foresight may be vain:
The best-laid schemes o' mice an' men
Gang aft agley,
An' lea'e us nought but grief an' pain,
For promis'd joy!

Still thou are blest, compared wi' me!
The present only toucheth thee:
But och! I backward cast my e'e,
On prospects drear!
An' forward, tho' I canna see,
I guess an' fear!

To a Mouse, on Turning Her Up in Her Nest with the 
Plough" (Scots: "Tae a Moose") is a Scots poem written 
by Robert Burns in 1785,

Scots Poetry

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scots_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scots_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Burns
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Burns
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1785_in_poetry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1785_in_poetry


http://www.scottishorigenes.com/content/medieval-ethnicity-map-scotland

http://www.scottishorigenes.com/content/medieval-ethnicity-map-scotland
http://www.scottishorigenes.com/content/medieval-ethnicity-map-scotland


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_formation_of_the_United_Kingdom

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_formation_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_formation_of_the_United_Kingdom




End

New Dynasty



The Union was a personal or 
dynastic union, with the 
Crown of Scotland 
remaining both distinct and 
separate—despite James's 
best efforts to create a new 
"imperial" throne of "Great 
Britain". However, England 
and Scotland would 
continue to be sovereign 
states, sharing a monarch 
with Ireland (with an 
interregnum in the 1650s 
during the republican unitary 
state of the Commonwealth 
and the Protectorate), until the 
Acts of Union of 1707 during 
the reign of the last Stuart 
monarch, Queen Anne

Stuart Dynasty
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The Darien Scheme was an 
unsuccessful attempt by the 
Kingdom of Scotland to become a 
world trading nation by establishing 
a colony called "Caledonia" on the 
Isthmus of Panama on the Gulf of 
Darién in the late 1690s. The aim 
was for the colony to have an 
overland route that connected the 
Pacific and Atlantic oceans. From 
the beginning the undertaking was 
beset by poor planning and 
provisioning, divided leadership, 
lack of demand for trade goods, 
devastating epidemics of disease, 
and failure to anticipate the 
Spanish Empire's military 
response. As the Darien company 
was backed by 25–50% of all the 
money circulating in Scotland; 
its failure left the entire 
Lowlands almost completely 
ruined, and was an important 
factor in weakening their resistance 
to the Act of Union (completed in 
1707)
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St. George, England St. Andrew, Scotland

First Union Jack, 
Personal Union1606; Act of Union 1707

+



St.  Patrick, Ireland

+

Second Union Jack, 
Acts of Union 1801



The Flag of Saint David

Y Ddraig Coch



Since there is no uniquely Welsh element in the Union Jack, Wrexham's Labour MP Ian Lucas 
proposed on 27 November 2007 in a House of Commons debate that the Union Flag be 
combined with the Welsh flag to reflect Wales' status within the UK, and that the red dragon be 
added to the Union Flag's red, white, and blue pattern.
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When Queen Victoria unveiled the Italian marble staircases, mosaic tile flooring and gold 
leaf ceiling in Glasgow’s City Chambers in 1888, Scotland’s industrial hub was at the 
heart of the British Empire she ruled.
Ready access to iron ore and coal had fired Glasgow’s rise to pre-eminence in heavy 
engineering, locomotive construction and above all shipbuilding, with exports from the 
River Clyde to Africa, Asia and South America earning it the accolade of Second City of 
the Empire. Between 1870 and the outbreak of World War I, almost 20 percent of the 
world’s ships were built in Glasgow.



The British Empire was never wholly English, of 
course, or even predominantly so. Scotland had 
its own colonial enterprises before the Act of 
Union (1707), and afterwards arguably 
contributed more to their joint imperial 
project than its southern neighbour. Of course 
you don’t find the Scots celebrating this much 
now, as imperialism is no longer generally 
considered to have been A Good Thing and the 
idea that they were colonial victims seems a 
better card to play for a people striving (some of 
them) for national independence. -

Scots seem to have hugely dominated 
certain colonial occupations: for example, 
Indian (but not African) administration, 
medicine, education, missionary work, 
surveying, conservation, engineering and 
certain financial activities - See more at: 
http://www.historytoday.com/blog/2012/06/
scotland-and-british-
empire#sthash.CymSivQu.dpuf



The Scottish Enlightenment  was the period in 18th 
century Scotland characterised by an outpouring of 
intellectual and scientific accomplishments. By the 
eighteenth century, Scotland had a network of parish 
schools in the Lowlands and five universities. The 
Enlightenment culture was based on close readings of 
new books, and intense discussions took place daily 
at such intellectual gathering places in Edinburgh as 
well as within Scotland’s ancient universities such 
as St Andrews, Glasgow, Edinburgh and Aberdeen.

Sharing the humanist and rationalist outlook of the 
European Enlightenment of the same time period, the 
thinkers of the Scottish Enlightenment asserted the 
fundamental importance of human reason combined 
with a rejection of any authority that could not be 
justified by reason. They held to an optimistic belief 
in the ability of humanity to effect changes for the 
better in society and nature, guided only by reason. 
This latter feature gave the Scottish Enlightenment its 
special flavour, distinguishing it from its continental 
European counterpart. In Scotland, the Enlightenment 
was characterised by a thoroughgoing empiricism 
and practicality where the chief values were 
improvement, virtue, and practical benefit for the 
individual and society as a whole.

Francis Hutcheson, 
David Hume, Adam 
Smith, Dugald 
Stewart, Thomas 
Reid, Robert Burns, 
Adam Ferguson, John 
Playfair, Joseph Black 
and James Hutton.
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Regarding the title and thesis, that the 
people of Scotland invented the modern 
world, nearly every reviewer commented on 
it, some calling it "provocative", a 
"hyperbole","absurd" and "pandering to 
prejudice". In the The Scotsman, Graham 
Leicester writes that the "overblown rhetoric 
invites a sceptical reaction. But I suggest we 
just accept this extraordinary compliment 
graciously."  Several reviewers found that 
Herman was successful in proving that 
Scots did have a disproportionate impact 
on modernity.

“How the Scots Invented the Modern World: The True 
Story of How Western Europe's Poorest Nation Created 
Our World & Everything in It”
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Results



http://fivethirtyeight.com/features/surveymonkey-was-the-other-winner-of-the-u-k-election/

Polling Failure
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It is worth reminding ourselves of the scale of under-achievement that we experienced over the 
six-week campaign.
I monitored 92 polls over that period and the table below divides them into various percentage 
leads, ranging from 17 dead heats to three polls where the gap was 6% between Conservative 
and Labour.
None of the 92 polls accurately predicted the 7% lead the Conservatives would actually 
achieve.

Was it down to a late swing?

Were 'shy Tories' a factor?

Did 'lazy Labour' voters cause the upset?

Did the pollsters survey enough people?





2015



http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3073198/UK-election-memes-poke-fun-Labour-Lib-Dem-woes-SNP-sweeps-Scotland.html
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Coal mining employment in the UK, 1880-2012 (DECC data)



West Midlands: 2,440,986



West Yorkshire Urban 
Area

Population
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Greater Manchester Built-up Area, 
2,240,000



Merseyside
1,380,000
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English Dialects





The Lambton Worm is a legend from 
North East England in the UK. The story 
takes place around the River Wear, and is 
one of the area's most famous pieces of 
folklore, having been adapted from written 
and oral tradition into pantomime and 
song formats.

(Mackem Dialect: is an informal name for the residents of Sunderland,)
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Over 80,000
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“The mansion tax 
resonates probably more 
than any other issue in 
certain parts of 
Hammersmith. It’s not 
necessarily the streets 
where prices have already 
got past £2 million. 
Anywhere above £1.5 
million and you’ve got a lot 
of concern, everyone is 
talking about it and 
worrying about how they 
are going to pay it.
“I met one elderly lady 
whose family had been 
in the same house for 
101 years. Her house 
was worth more than £2 
million but I’m not even 
sure it had central 
heating. She feels she’s in 
an impossible situation in 
terms of being able to 
afford it.”



The UK government has been hit by a batch of disappointing economic figures as official data 
showed that the country's economic growth slowed at the start of 2015.
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) released the data with just days to go before the 
general election and revealed that Britain's GDP grew by just 0.3% in the first quarter (Q1) 
of 2015, down from 0.6% on Q4 2014.
The research body explained that the services sector gave the largest contribution to the hike, 
with an increase of 0.5%.
But the ONS said the three other main industrial groupings (construction, production and 
agriculture) decreased over the same period.
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UK



The Austerity Issue

The programme was initiated in 2010 by the Conservative and 
Liberal Democrat coalition government. Its original stated goal was 
to, "achieve cyclically-adjusted current balance by the end of the 
rolling, five-year forecast period." At the June 2010 budget, the 
end of the forecast period was 2015-16. However, in 2014 the 
Treasury extended the proposed austerity period until at least 
2018
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The Guardian
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THE WEST LOTHIAN QUESTION, ENGLISH VOTES FOR ENGLISH LAWS & FEDERALISM
November 6, 2014 · by chriscrowing · in Electoral Reform. ·
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http://ourscotland.myfreeforum.org/archive/northumbrian-independence-sorry.__o_t__t_6446.html

Northumbrian Independence???
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Cameron describes 
himself as a "modern 
compassionate 
conservative" and has 
spoken of a need for a 
new style of politics, 
saying that he was "fed 
up with the Punch and 
Judy politics of 
Westminster" He has 
stated that he is 
"certainly a big 
Thatcher fan, but I don't 
know whether that 
makes me a 
Thatcherite." He has 
also claimed to be a 
"liberal Conservative", 
and "not a deeply 
ideological person."

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compassionate_conservatism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compassionate_conservatism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compassionate_conservatism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compassionate_conservatism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punch_and_Judy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punch_and_Judy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punch_and_Judy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punch_and_Judy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Thatcher
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Thatcher


https://hbdchick.wordpress.com/2015/05/08/my-in-depth-analysis-of-the-u-k-elections/

https://hbdchick.wordpress.com/2015/05/08/my-in-depth-analysis-of-the-u-k-elections/
https://hbdchick.wordpress.com/2015/05/08/my-in-depth-analysis-of-the-u-k-elections/




By Steven Swinford, Senior Political Correspondent
12:01AM BST 05 Aug 2014
George Osborne is to announce plans to transform the North of England into an economic "powerhouse" with an investment of 
up to £15 billion.
Mr Osborne will unveil plans for new "money, infrastructure and science" in the north which will form the "centrepiece" of his 
Autumn Statement later this year.
In a speech in Manchester at the unveiling of a report by local authorities, Mr Osborne will say: "I give you this personal 
commitment. Work with me over the coming months and together we will make a reality of the plan I've set out for the Northern 
powerhouse.
"I'm ready to commit new money, new infrastructure, new transport and new science. And real civic power too.
"Today I'm setting out the northern powerhouse, so we can deliver a real improvement in the long term economic performance 
of the north of England.
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labour:



Labour will:
1. cut the deficit every year and balance the 
books as soon as possible in the next 
Parliament
2. reverse the 50p tax cut so that the top one per 
cent pay a little more to help get the deficit 
down
3. not increase the basic or higher rates of 
Income Tax, National Insurance or VAT
4. cut and then freeze business rates and 
maintain the most competitive corporate tax 
rates in the G7
5. abolish non dom status



6. increase the National Minimum Wage to more than £8 an 
hour by October 2019 and introduce Make Work Pay contracts 
to provide tax rebates to firms becoming Living Wage 
employers
7. ban exploitative zero-hours contracts
8. guarantee an apprenticeship for every school leaver who 
attains the grades and require any firm that gets a large 
government contract to offer apprenticeships
9. reduce tuition fees to £6,000 a year
10. freeze energy bills until 2017 and give the regulator the 
power to cut bills this winter
11. introduce a British Investment Bank and support a network 
of regional banks.

Labour will:



Labour will:
invest £2.5 billion more than the Conservatives to recruit 8,000 more GPs, 
20,000 more nurses and 3,000 more midwives
guarantee GP appointments within 48 hours and cancer tests within one week
join up services from home to hospital, with a single point of contact for all who 
need it

give mental health the same priority as physical health, with a new right to access 
talking therapies

repeal the Government’s privatisation plans, cap profits and put the right values 
back at the heart of the NHS

end time-limited 15 minute social care visits and recruit 5,000 new home-care 
workers to support people in their home

introduce a new gold-standard Technical Baccalaureate for 16 to-18-year olds

protect the entire education budget from early years through to post-16 education

guarantee all teachers in state schools will be qualified
appoint Directors of School Standards to drive up standards in every area cap 
class sizes for five, six and seven-year-olds

ensure all young people study English and Maths to age 18.



Labour will:
extend free childcare from 15 to 25 hours for working parents of three and four-year-olds, 
and ensure all primary schools guarantee access to wraparound childcare from 8am to 6pm

double paternity leave from two to four weeks and increase paternity pay by more than £100 a 
week

ensure at least 200,000 new homes a year are built by 2020, with first priority for local first time 
buyers

provide security for renters by guaranteeing three-year tenancies with a ceiling on excessive rent 
rises
introduce a compulsory jobs guarantee, paid for by a Bank Bonus Tax abolish the Bedroom 
Tax

ensure migrants will not be able to claim benefits until they have lived here for at least two 
years
make it illegal for employers to undercut wages by exploiting workers

protect neighbourhood policing by safeguarding over 10,000 frontline police officers over the next 
three years

give football fans a voice in club boardrooms.



Labour will:
set up a people-led Constitutional Convention to determine the future of UK’s 
governance

replace the House of Lords with a Senate of the Nations and Regions
pass an English Devolution Act, handing £30 billion of resources and powers 
to our great English city and county regions
give new powers for communities to shape their high streets, including power 
over payday lenders and the number of fixed-odds betting terminals

meet our promises to devolve further powers to Scotland and Wales

 give 16 and 17-year-olds the vote
create a statutory register of lobbyists
ban MPs from holding paid directorships and consultancies

require large companies to publish their gender pay gap



Labour will:
conduct a Strategic Defence and Security Review in the first year of 
government
return Britain to a leadership role in Europe, but reform the EU so 
that it works for Britain
guarantee no powers will be transferred to Brussels without an in/out 
referendum
appoint an International LGBT Rights Envoy and a Global Envoy for 
Religious Freedom
outlaw discrimination against and abuse of members of the Armed Forces 
enshrine the Military Covenant in the NHS Constitution
push for global targets to tackle inequality and promote human rights 
establish a Centre for Universal Health Coverage
push for an ambitious target in Paris to get to goal of net zero global 
emissions in the second half of this century.



One of the most powerful memes of the election came last November, when a British Labor MP 
tweeted out the image above.
While it may seem innocuous to outsiders, many felt there was a coded message in Emily 
Thornberry's tweet: The English flags and white van are (not entirely flattering) symbols of the 
working class. Was Thornberry mocking a working-class voter?
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Ed Miliband: I look like Wallace and don't look good eating bacon 
sandwiches... but I can lead



LONDON — In a surprise U-turn on Monday, British comedian and activist Russell Brand urged his 9.61 million followers on 
Twitter to do the very thing he’s famous for telling people not to do: vote.
And when they cast their ballots in Britain's general election on Thursday, he’s hoping they tick the box for the local candidate 
of the Labor Party, led by Ed Miliband.
“There’s loads of things I could complain about with Ed Miliband.... What’s important is this bloke will be in Parliament and I 
think this bloke will listen to us. So on May the 7th, vote Labor. On May the 8th, more democracy,” he said on his YouTube 
channel, the Trews.







ww.youtube.com/watch?v=dranqFntNgo



ukip:



Second-Place 
Party



It is a seaside resort that 
saw a peak of tourists in the 
summer months between 
the 1950s and 1970s. The 
town's economy continues to 
rely significantly on 
entertainment and day-trip 
facilities and it is strong in 
the service sector, with a 
large retired population. 
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A stencil showing a group of pigeons holding anti-immigration banners towards an exotic-looking bird appeared in Clacton-on-Sea in October.
But it was quickly removed by Tendring District Council, which said someone had complained it was "racist".
The council received about 40 messages from the public about the mural, with just one in favour of its actions.
Street artist Banksy, who chooses to remain anonymous, created the mural in the build-up to last month's by-election, which was won, as 
expected, by UKIP.



Results of the European Parliament election, 2014 in England. Districts where 
UKIP received the largest number of votes are shown in purple.
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A majority of people support electoral reform amid growing fears of chaos after Thursday’s general 
election, according to a survey for The Independent.
Politicians in all parties admitted there will be a renewed debate about voting reform if the first-past-
the-post system produces the stalemate suggested by the opinion polls. Only four years ago, Britain 
voted by 68 to 32 per cent in a referendum against a switch to the alternative vote system.
Pollsters ORB, who questioned more than 2,000 people between May 1-3, found that 61 per cent 
believe the system should be reformed so that smaller parties are better represented in 
parliament, while 39 per cent think it should remain as it is, with MPs chosen directly by their 
constituents.

Tuesday 05 May 2015



Clegg is multilingual: he 
speaks English, French, 
Dutch, German, and 
Spanish.His background has 
informed his politics. He says, 
"There is simply not a shred of 
racism in me, as a person 
whose whole family is formed 
by flight from persecution, 
from different people in 
different generations. It's what 
I am. It's one of the reasons I 
am a liberal." His Dutch 
mother instilled in him "a 
degree of scepticism about 
the entrenched class 
configurations in British 
society

In 2011, he told a party 
conference that the 
Liberal Democrats 
were radical centrist 
in orientation:
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Lib Dems



NNicholas Watt and Frances Perraudin
Thursday 14 May 2015 14.36 EDT

The Guardian

In a searingly frank assessment of the 
“massive experiment” of the coalition 
years, the former care minister said 
small parties were punished by the 
“brutal and arbitrary” nature of the 
electoral system if they served in 
government.
Lamb pointed to the party’s horrific 
election night, which saw three Lib 
Dem cabinet ministers lose their seats, 
and said that had made it likely small 
parties would avoid coalition 
government until a form of 
proportional representation was 
introduced.
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It was a crushing defeat. Resigning as Liberal Democrat leader after the general election 
reduced his party’s tally of MPs from 56 to eight, Nick Clegg warned: “Fear and grievance have 
won, and liberalism has lost.”
Then something strange happened: people started joining the supposedly dying, lost cause of 
the Lib Dems in their thousands.
By the time the Lib Dem headquarters offices closed on Friday, 12,140 new 
members had joined since the election, bringing overall party membership to 
57,105 – although one party worker advised: “The total is going up by the hour.” So what kinds 
of people are among this wave of post-election members, and why are they joining up now?

















In January 2015 Ofcom 
ruled to exclude Bennett 
and the Green Party from 
the televised debates 
surrounding the 2015 
election. This ruling led to 
an upsurge in Green 
Party support after 
Bennett called the ruling 
"disgraceful and 
indefensible," and David 
Cameron claimed that he 
was "quite happy for 
there to be no debates at 
all" if Bennett was not 
included. This decision 
was later reversed, after 
which the Green Party's 
support increased again. 
The seven-way debate 
ultimately took place on 2 
April, with Bennett 
present.
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Green















Sturgeon won the 
Scottish Politician 
of the Year Award 
in 2008, 2012 and 
2014. In 2004, 
2008 and 2011 she 
also won the 
Donald Dewar 
Debater of the 
Year Award at the 
same event, which 
is organized by The 
Herald newspaper.
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Trident itself is an operational system of 
four Vanguard-class submarines armed 
with Trident II D-5 ballistic missiles, able 
to deliver thermonuclear warheads from 
Multiple independently targetable reentry 
vehicles. It is the most expensive and the 
most powerful capability of the British 
military forces.
Operated by the Royal Navy and based at 
Clyde Naval Base on Scotland's west 
coast, at least one submarine is always 
on patrol to provide a continuous at-sea 
deterrent. Under the terms of the 2010 
Strategic Defence and Security Review,[1] 
each will be armed with a maximum of 
eight missiles and 40 warheads, although 
their capacity is much larger.
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Delivering Home Rule for Scotland
The SNP will always support 
independence - but that is not what 
this election is about. It is about 
making Scotland stronger.
We will use the influence of SNP votes 
at Westminster to ensure that promises 
made during the referendum are 
delivered.
We will demand, firstly, that the 
proposals of the Smith Commission 
are delivered quickly and in full.
We believe that these proposals do not 
go far enough to honour the promises 
made during the referendum.


