
History 3/ Geography 07

 The History and Geography 
of Current Global Events

May 26, 2015

Narendra Modi
 & 

the Rise of India



“A Special Report 
on

 Narendra Modi’s 
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NEW DELHI — Standing before India on the first anniversary of his swearing-in, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on Monday gave a speech that was notable for the 
subjects it avoided: Large-scale job creation. Manufacturing. Urbanization.

Mr. Modi instead delivered an ode to struggling India. During the speech in Mathura, a 
town about 90 miles southeast of Delhi, he lavished attention on farmers and said that 
mom-and-pop traders, not “big industrialists,” should be India’s crucial 
driver of job growth. Most of all, he praised the poor, who he said “will become 
my warriors.”

From abroad, India is now seen as a bright spot, expected to pass China this year to 
become the world’s fastest-growing large economy. But at home, job growth remains 
sluggish. Businesses are in wait-and-see mode. And Mr. Modi has political 
vulnerabilities, as parliamentary opposition leaders block two of his central reform 
initiatives and brand him “anti-poor” and “anti-farmer.”

Modi moving left?
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India’s Coming of Age on 
the 

Global Stage 

In the 12 months since he was elected, Modi has travelled to 18 strategic locations with a 
combined GDP of $46 trillion and population of 3.5 billion, selling India’s potential and 
putting the country back into global play.

India needs a salesman for two reasons: First, because investments create jobs. Second, 
because it’s a matter of national security and global presence. The weight of 1.3 billion 
people has not yet been brought to bear in international affairs through the last decade’s rise 
of Islamic fundamentalism, the global financial crisis and concurrent receding of western 
dominance, the social media phenomena and the ascendant Chinese economic juggernaut. 
India can make a difference.

http://qz.com/410498/narendra-modi-indias-salesman-in-chief/
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_prime_ministerial_trips_made_by_Narendra_Modi

Coming Soon: Bangladesh, Russia, 
Turkmenistan, Turkey, Singapore 

Modi’s Travels
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A Controversial Prime Minister

1. “Overwhelmingly” elected in 2014: BJP 31.0% of 
all votes and 282 (51.9%) of all seats in the Lok 
Sabha; Indian National Congress, 19% of votes, 44 
seats

2. Inspires Intense Devotion and Intense 
Disdain In India 

3. Courted and Disparaged Abroad





The 2002 Gujarat riots, was a three-day 
period of inter-communal violence in 
the western Indian state of Gujarat.  
The burning of a train in Godhra on 27 
February 2002, which caused the deaths 
of 58 Hindu pilgrims and religious 
workers returning from Ayodhya, is 
believed to have triggered the 
violence.Some commentators, however, 
hold the view that the attacks had been 
planned, were well orchestrated... 
According to official figures, the riots 
resulted in the deaths of 790 Muslims 
and 254 Hindus; Other sources 
estimate that up to 2,000 Muslims 
died. The Chief Minister at that time, 
Narendra Modi, has been accused of 
initiating and condoning the violence, 
as have police and government officials 
who allegedly directed the rioters and 
gave lists of Muslim-owned properties to 
them. In 2012, Modi was cleared of 
complicity in the violence by a Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) appointed by 
the Supreme Court of India

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2002_Gujarat_riots
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The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) is a right-
wing, paramilitary, volunteer Hindu nationalist 
group. RSS states that its ideology is based on the 
principle of selfless service to the nation. Its 
volunteers are also known for their efforts in relief and 
rehabilitation work during natural calamities and for 
helping with more than 100,000 charities and 
educational/service programmes..

Modi’s Background in RSS
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http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/RSS-body-seeks-donations-to-fund-Christmas-conversions-in-Aligarh/
articleshow/45484672.cms

*Problem
*
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Chief Minister of Gujarat: 
Conversion to 

Developmentalism?





Modi, despite his embrace of business, comes from a very different intellectual tradition. In 
seeking to modernize Gujarat, his role models were Asian strongmen, such as Singapore’s 
Lee Kuan Yew and China’s Deng Xiaoping, rather than Anglo-American economists. In the 
“Asian tiger” model of development, which Lee and Deng, along with South Korea’s Park 
Chung-hee, helped to popularize, markets and foreign investment play an important role, 
but so does the state—by directing industrialization, building infrastructure, and 
distributing the proceeds. As Modi seeks to revive India’s economy, which has stalled in 
recent years, it’s likely that he will look to Seoul and Beijing for inspiration, rather than to 
London and Washington.

Institutional constraints will also determine how far Modi can go in the Thatcherite direction. 
Britain is a small place with a strong central government; India is a sprawling federal 
democracy, which places limits on how much the administration in New Delhi can do. For 
the next year, at least, the Congress party, which lost the general election, will continue 
to control the upper house of Parliament.



The Indian Rivers Inter-
link is a proposed large-
scale civil engineering 
project that aims to link 
India's rivers by a 
network of reservoirs 
and canals and so 
reduce persistent floods 
in some parts and water 
shortages in other parts of 
India.
The Inter-link project has 
been split into three parts: 
a northern Himalayan 
rivers inter-link component, 
a southern Peninsular 
component and starting 
2005, an intrastate rivers 
linking component.,

 Beyond water security, the project is also seen to offer potential benefits to transport 
infrastructure through navigation, as well as to broadening income sources in rural areas 
through fish farming. Opponents are concerned about knowledge gap on environmental, 
ecological, social displacement impacts as well as unseen and unknown risks 
associated with tinkering with nature. Others are concerned that some projects create 
international impact and the rights of nations such as Bangladesh must be respected 
and negotiated.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Rivers_Inter-link
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http://us.india.com/news/india/is-weed-energy-the-secret-to-narendra-modis-success-360317/

Another Transformation? (satire alert)
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In accordance with Ghanchi tradition, Modi's marriage was arranged by his parents 
when he was a child. He was engaged at age 13 to Jashodaben Chimanlal, marrying 
her when he was 18. They spent little time together and grew apart when Modi began 
two years of travel, including visits to Hindu ashrams. Reportedly, their marriage was 
never consummated and he kept it a secret because otherwise he could not have 
become a 'pracharak' in the puritan Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS).

A vegetarian, Modi has a frugal lifestyle and is a workaholic and 
introvert.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narendra_Modi
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Adept at using social media, since September 2014 he has been the second-most-followed 
leader in the world (with over twelve million followers on Twitter as on May 2015). Modi's 
31 August 2012 post on Google Hangouts made him the first Indian politician to interact with 
netizens on live chat

Monastic
Techno-

Enthusiast

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netizen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netizen


http://twittercounter.com/pages/100

A long way to 
reach the top
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Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's suit, decorated with his own name, has been 
severely criticised on social media after reports said it cost nearly 1m rupees ($16,000; 
£10,000).
Mr Modi was photographed wearing the suit at his meeting with US President Barack Obama in 
Delhi recently.
From a distance, it appeared to be a classic navy blue pinstripe design.
But closer inspection revealed the stripes were actually tiny letters spelling out his name 
again and again.
Critics have accused him of being "self-obsessed" and "narcissistic" and his name suit a 
"gimmick" and many have expressed their displeasure on Twitter.

http://www.abplive.in/india/2015/01/27/article486403.ece/How-costly-is-Modis-personalised-suit
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http://www.hindustantimes.com/fashion/when-narendra-modi-dresses-world-watches-his-top-10-fashion-moments/article1-1349272.aspx
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Aam Aadmi Party (translation: Common Man's 
Party; abbreviated as AAP) is an Indian political 
party, formally launched on 26 November 2012 
and is currently the ruling party of Delhi. 

In 2006, Kejriwal was awarded the Ramon 
Magsaysay Award for Emergent Leadership 
recognising his involvement in a grassroots 
movement Parivartan using right-to-
information legislation in a campaign 
against corruption. The same year, after 
resigning from the IRS, he donated his 
Magsaysay award money as a corpus fund to 
found the Public Cause Research Foundation, 
a non-governmental organisation (NGO).

Setback in Delhi
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Corruption Perception Index 2014
Transparency International





http://www.khaleejtimes.com/kt-article-display-1.asp?xfile=data/international/2015/May/international_May729.xml&section=international
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India’s Economic Development



India’s Growing Economy



https://www.equitymaster.com/5minWrapUp/charts/index.asp?date=02/21/2015&story=1&title=How-India-and-China-fared-across-
economic-cycles-since-1991
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http://oilprice.com/Energy/Oil-Prices/India-Could-Be-The-Biggest-Winner-Of-Low-Oil-Prices.html
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http://www.kkr.com/global-perspectives/
publications/india-shifting-landscape
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http://www.livemint.com/Politics/1QvbdGnGySHo7WRq1NBFNL/Poverty-rate-down-to-22-Plan-panel.html
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https://ds.lclark.edu/sge/2012/09/20/percentage-of-malnourishment-on-a-global-scale/

http://www.mappery.com/population-density-of-underweight-children-world-map But, more 
malnourished 
children than 

anywhere 
else 

(absolute, 
not relative 

scale)
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“India”

Return to the Historical Norm?



http://faculty.weatherhead.case.edu/clingingsmith/india.deind.14nov07.pdf

“Here is the story of how, beginning well before 
the advent of machine production in the 1780s, 
these men captured ancient trades and skills in 
Asia, and combined them with the expropriation 
of lands in the Americas and the enslavement of 
African workers to crucially reshape the disparate 
realms of cotton that had existed for millennia, 
and how industrial capitalism gave birth to an 
empire, and how this force transformed the 
world.”
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_India#/media/File:
1700_AD_through_1950_AD_per_capita_GDP_of_United_Kingdom_and_India_during_the_Colonial_Era.png
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http://vmwblog.unidow.com

1991
Economic

 Liberalization
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The Hindu rate of growth is a derogatory term referring to the low annual growth rate of the 
planned economy of India before the liberalizations of 1991, which stagnated around 3.5% from 
1950s to 1980s, while per capita income growth averaged 1.3%.
The word "Hindu" in the term was used by some early economists to imply that the Hindu 
outlook of fatalism and contentedness was responsible for the slow growth. The later 
economists attribute the rate to the Government of India's protectionist and 
interventionist policies (see Licence Raj), rather than to a specific religion or to the attitude 
of the adherents of a particular religion.

The term was coined by Indian economist Raj Krishna[

GDP per capita as a percent of the American GDP per capita.
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The economic liberalisation in India refers to the ongoing economic liberalization, initiated in 
1991, of the country's economic policies, with the goal of making the economy more market-
oriented and expanding the role of private and foreign investment. Specific changes 
include a reduction in import tariffs, deregulation of markets, reduction of taxes, and 
greater foreign investment. Liberalization has been credited by its proponents for the high 
economic growth recorded by the country in the 1990s and 2000s. Its opponents have 
blamed it for increased poverty, inequality and economic degradation. The overall 
direction of liberalisation has since remained the same, irrespective of the ruling party, 
although no party has yet solved a variety of politically difficult issues, such as 
liberalizing labour laws and reducing agricultural subsidies. There exists a lively debate in 
India as to what made the economic reforms sustainable.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_India#/media/File:
1951_to_2013_Trend_Chart_of_Sector_Share_of_Total_GDP_for_each_year,_India.png

Concern About Lagging Industrial Growth
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and 
Agriculture
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How China and India will be more powerful that the U.S. by 2030: Study claims Asian 
cultures will supersede America and Europe in 20 years as global middle class grows
• Global Trends 2030 predicts that two-thirds of the world's population will live in 

cities by 2030
• Also said that China and India will overpower long-reigning U.S. and E.U.

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2245987/How-China-India-powerful-
US-2030.html#ixzz3azWlhsg7 

Prediction of 
Continuing 

Ascent

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2245987/How-China-India-powerful-US-2030.html#ixzz3azWlhsg7
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2245987/How-China-India-powerful-US-2030.html#ixzz3azWlhsg7
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2245987/How-China-India-powerful-US-2030.html#ixzz3azWlhsg7
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2245987/How-China-India-powerful-US-2030.html#ixzz3azWlhsg7


Military Spending 
by Country

And 
Growing Military

 Clout



The Washington Post

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/india-is-the-worlds-largest-arms-importer-it-aims-to-be-a-big-weapons-dealer-too/
2014/11/15/10839bc9-2627-4a41-a4d6-b376e0f860ea_story.html

NEW DELHI — For more than a decade, India shopped around the world in search 
of a deal for more than $1 billion worth of helicopters to replace about 200 of its 
military’s aging light-utility aircraft.

But in August, the new nationalist government surprised many when it abruptly 
scrapped the request for global bids to buy the helicopters in favor of manufacturing 
them in India instead.

In recent months, India has reversed two more proposals for buying 
transport aircraft and submarines and decided to make them at home. 
It’s part of an ambitious new push by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
government to foster a domestic arms industry, within a greater 
nationwide initiative Modi has called “Make in India.”
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Not just content with getting the Vikrant ship-shape, however, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is investing in the 
future of his domestic shipbuilding program:
In addition to the relaunch of Vikrant, the Modi government has also set aside about $5 million for 
development of the indigenous aircraft carrier-II (IAC-II) program — INS Vishal, according to local press 
reports.
The planned 65,000-ton Vishal is set to be a much more complex ship than its predecessors and could introduce 
nuclear power and a catapult launching system for the carrier to launch heavier aircraft than India’s 
current crop of MiG-29K
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Pakistan 
Ties
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Impossibility 
of Competing 
Directly with 

China
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Ties
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Israel's security relationship with India is out in the open after years of being under wraps, the 
Israeli defence minister said on Thursday, vowing to play a bigger role in Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's drive to build an industrial base.

Israel has emerged as one of India's top three arms suppliers, delivering items such as ship 
defence missiles and unmanned aerial vehicles, but such transactions have been unpublicised, 
largely because of India's fear of upsetting Arab countries and its own large Muslim population.
But Modi, whose nationalist party has long seen Israel has a natural ally against Islamist 
militancy, has openly cultivated warmer ties, beginning with a meeting with Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in New York last year.

Since then, various government ministers and top officials have been exchanging visits and on 
Wednesday, Moshe Ya'alon arrived in India, the first visit by an Israeli defence minister since 
the establishment of diplomatic ties in 1992.



The shekel goes a long way, 
the locals are friendly, drinks 
cheap and hashish and ecstasy 
circulated freely. While 
interactions between the 
Indians and Israelis are 
largely genial, there is a 
growing concern among 
certain rabbis that many 
are straying from the 
righteous path. When I say 
genial, I mean there aren’t any 
obvious tiffs but there is a hint 
of uneasiness luring around 
the corner.
Imagine your young 
military conscript − 
patrolling check-points, a 
gun slung over their 
shoulder and on 
perpetual alert – let loose 
in a funfair of a country 
where there they might go 
about unmolested. According 
to the Jewish Post, around 
90 per cent take drugs in 
India with up to 2,000 ex-
soldiers “flipping out” each 
year.
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http://qz.com/410498/narendra-modi-indias-salesman-in-
chief/

China’s assiduous wooing of South Asia is a top concern, 
particularly the recent $46 billion economic corridor linking 
Pakistan with China, and running through Kashmir. So is the 
US’ continuing and virtually unconditional aid and arms sales 
of $29 billion to Pakistan since 2001. Most worrisome is 
Russia’s June 2014 announcement to sell arms and hold 
joint military exercises with Pakistan—presumably in 
response to India’s lukewarm stance on Ukraine.
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The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) is a group of states which are not formally aligned with 
or against any major power bloc. As of 2012, the movement has 120 members and 17 
observer countries.
The organization was founded in Belgrade in 1961, and was largely conceived by India's 
first prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru; Burma's first Prime Minister U Nu; Indonesia's 
first president, Sukarno; Egypt's second president, Gamal Abdel Nasser; Ghana's first 
president Kwame Nkrumah; and Yugoslavia's president, Josip Broz Tito. All six leaders 
were prominent advocates of a middle course for states in the Developing World between the 
Western and Eastern Blocs in the Cold War.

The 17th Summit of the Non Aligned Movement is to be held in Caracas, Venezuela, in 2015.

Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
Historic Realignment

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Power_bloc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Power_bloc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Observer_status
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Observer_status
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgrade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgrade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jawaharlal_Nehru
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jawaharlal_Nehru
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U_Nu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U_Nu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sukarno
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sukarno
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gamal_Abdel_Nasser
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gamal_Abdel_Nasser
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kwame_Nkrumah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kwame_Nkrumah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socialist_Federal_Republic_of_Yugoslavia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socialist_Federal_Republic_of_Yugoslavia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josip_Broz_Tito
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josip_Broz_Tito
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Developing_World
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Developing_World
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Bloc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Bloc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Bloc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Bloc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War


Ever since Nikita Khrushchev advised India to “shout across the Himalayas if you ever need us,” military cooperation between India and Russia has 
rarely taken a pause.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov is meeting today with his Indian counterpart Somanahalli Mallaiah Krishna in Moscow for the latest round of 
talks aimed at beefing up military cooperation between the two nations.
Moscow and New Delhi enjoy a longstanding military partnership that goes back to the days of the Cold War when India, in response to America’s 
decision to sign an alliance with Pakistan in 1954, deepened its contacts with China and the Soviet Union.
To put the historical relationship in dollar terms, between 1960 and 2000, Soviet Russia supplied India, which was in something of an arms race with 
Pakistan, with about $35 billion worth of military equipment. When the Soviet Union collapsed, New Delhi’s debt to Moscow was estimated at up to 
$16 billion.
Now, as Russia celebrates the Year of India (last year was Year of Russia in India), bilateral military cooperation between the two nations shows no 
end in sight. 

Russian 
View



A space industry source told TASS that the refusal from cooperation was mutual. India, he 
said, was not satisfied with the constant postponement of the Russian lunar missions 
and a high accident rate. Russia was not satisfied with the initial agreement on the launch of 
Luna-27 on an Indian rocket, the high costs of the spacecraft delivery and testing in India, as 
well as the need to include the "mini rover" in the mission, which made the project more risky.
"As a result, the parties have preliminarily agreed to exchange data on the national lunar 
programmes and coordinate efforts in the Moon study and went, as they say, their separate 
ways," the source said.
India is currently planning to drop its own lander on the Moon’s south pole in 2016-2017, 
thus becoming the first country to implement such a project. The launch of the Russian 
Luna-27 probe, according to the draft of the Federal Space Programme for 2016-2025, is 
scheduled for 2022.

n.rbth.com/economics/2015/05/21/india_refuses_to_participate_in_russian_moon_research_project_43249.html
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US Perspective
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To that end, Secretary of Defense Ash Carter is due in India in 
June to sign a 10-year defense cooperation agreement. The 
U.S. Ambassador to India Richard Verma said it best last 
month:“The strategic premise of that is that if U.S. and 
India are the closest of partners, not just in South Asia, 
but across Asia and globally, the world would be a safer 
and more prosperous place. That is the power of having 
two large democracies coming together. There is so much 
good that can come out of it.”
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The state government in Gujarat, where Mr. Modi was chief minister until last year, has objected to the activities of a group called the Sabrang 
Trust, which has received Ford Foundation grants. The trust used the Ford money in part to hold meetings and workshops on religious 
violence, including the deadly sectarian riots that shook Gujarat in 2002.

The ministry also suspended the registration of Greenpeace India and froze its bank accounts, saying the group had violated the law in a 
number of ways, including underreporting funds it received from abroad. It said Greenpeace India had “prejudicially affected the public 
interest” and “prejudicially affected the economic interest of the state.”

But, US-India Tensions Persist
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Devyani Khobragade faces one count of visa fraud and one count of making false statements for 
allegedly lying on a visa application about how much she paid her housekeeper, according to the 
indictment filed in a Manhattan federal court Friday.
Khobragade's case drew international attention, with Indian officials demanding apologies from 
Washington, and the United States announcing it would withdraw one official from its embassy in New 
Delhi.



Prediction: 
Increasing US-India Economic & Military Ties

1. Common Challenge in the Rise of China & Radical 
Forms of Islam

2. Democratic Solidarity (?)

3. Indian Diaspora in the United States

4. US Alliance with Pakistan Fraying

5. Indians and Americans: Positive Mutual Feelings
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The United  States Needs India to Off-Set China

India and China Not Like Other Countries
Not Comparable

Most Important Reason



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
List_of_countries_and_depend

encies_by_population

India & China
Roughly An 
Order of 
Magnitude

More People 
than Other Large 

Countries 
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India and Europe as 
Comparable Units 

(but two versions of Europe & India)  

South Asia
1,700,000  sq mi 
Population
1,656,000,000

European Union
Area
1,669,000 sq mi
Population
506,913,000



The Penguin Atlas of Modern 
History : to 1815 (Hist Atlas) 
Paperback – November 4, 1986
by Colin McEvedy (Author)
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India 1: Present-Day Sovereign State
India 2: British Colonial Real
India 3: European Conception, circa 1800 
India 4: European Conception, circa 1550 
India 5: European Conception, circa 1500? (Columbus) 

What is India?



Japanese Buddhist Three-Country World Map, 1710

Japan
China

India

Europe

Africa



The Myth of Continents

My Long-View 
Picture of 

Continents, 
Following Tim 

Flannery



India
Area
1,269,346 sq mi

Population
 1,210,193,422

France
Area
246,000 sq mi

Population
 66,600,000

Myth of Continents

Absurdity of Viewing 
Sovereign States as 
Comparable Units
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List of countries by life expectancy

Sovereign States Are Not Appropriate
Comparative Units



Stanford Campus: 12.78   sq mi

Monaco: 0.78  sq mi



Demic Units, Each Approximately 100 Million* 

*except 66







What Would Treating Europe and India (South 
Asia) 

as Comparable Units Entail?



Appropriate 
Comparative 
Framework for 
Geopolitical Issues 



+Pakistani
 Punjab

+S
in

d

+Bangladesh

+Nepal

+Sri Lanka

More Appropriate 
Comparative Framework 
for Historical & Cultural 

Issues

Maharashtra  118,809 sq mi ;
 population 112,372,972
Germany 137,847 sq mi; 
  population  80,716,000



Linguistic 
Sub-

Nationalism





The Bengal Renaissance refers to a social reform 
movement during the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries in the region of Bengal region of India 
during the period of British rule. The Bengal 
renaissance can be said to have started with Raja 
Ram Mohan Roy (1775-1833) and ended with 
Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941), although there 
have been many stalwarts thereafter embodying 
particular aspects of the unique intellectual and 
creative output. Nineteenth century Bengal was a 
unique blend of religious and social reformers, 
scholars, literary giants, journalists, patriotic 
orators and scientists, all merging to form the 
image of a renaissance, and marked the transition 
from the 'medieval' to the 'modern'.

During this period, Bengal witnessed an intellectual awakening that is in some way similar to 
the Renaissance in Europe during the 16th century, although Europeans of that age were not 
confronted with the challenge and influence of alien colonialism. This movement questioned 
existing orthodoxies, particularly with respect to women, marriage, the dowry system, 
the caste system, and religion.
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Punjabi

Tamil



Telugu

Bihari
(Maithili, 
Magahi,
 Bhojpur)

Rajasthani
(Marwari)

Punjabi?

Historical India



New State of Telangana

“Sub-Nationalism” in India: Not Always 
Language Based 

India Under the British Raj



Operation Polo, the code name of the Hyderabad "Police Action"[5 was a military 
operation in September 1948 in which the Indian Armed Forces invaded the State 
of Hyderabad and overthrew its Nizam, annexing the state into the Indian 
Union.
AThe operation led to massive violence on communal lines. The Indian prime 
minister Jawaharlal Nehru appointed a commission known as the Sunderlal 
Committee. Its report, which was not released until 2013, concluded that "as a 
conservative estimate...27,000 to 40,000 people had lost their lives during and 
after the police action." Other scholars have put the figure at 200,000, or even 
higher.

The Nizam of 
Hyderabad, is 
Fifth on Forbes 
‘All Time 
Wealthiest’ list of 
2008 with Net 
Worth: 210.8 
Billion USD. 
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http://www.economist.com/news/special-
report/21651329-narendra-modi-has-grand-
ambitions-his-country-and-self-confidence-

match-he

The Economist

Profound
Regional 
Economic 

Differentiation
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dowry_death

Dowry deaths are 
deaths of young 
women who are 
murdered or driven to 
suicide by continuous 
harassment and 
torture by husbands 
and in-laws in an effort 
to extort an increased 
dowry.

Dowry deaths are found 
in India, Pakistan,[2] 
Bangladesh, and Iran. 
India reports the highest 
total number of dowry 
deaths with 8,391 such 
deaths reported in 2010, 
1.4 deaths per 100,000 
women. Adjusted for 
population, Pakistan, 
with 2,000 reported such 
deaths per year, has the 
highest rate of dowry 
death at 2.45 per 
100,000 women.
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The Naxalite–Maoist insurgency is 
an ongoing conflict between 
Maoist groups, known as 
Naxalites or Naxals, and the 
Indian government. The conflict in 
its present form began after the 
2004 formation of the CPI-Maoists, 
a rebel group composed of the 
PWG (People's War Group), and 
the MCC (Maoist Communist 
Centre). In January 2005 talks 
between the Andhra Pradesh state 
government and the CPI-Maoists 
broke down and the rebels accused 
authorities of not addressing their 
demands for a written truce, 
release of prisoners and 
redistribution of land. The ongoing 
conflict has taken place over a vast 
territory (around half of India's 28 
states) with hundreds of people 
being killed annually in clashes 
between the CPI-Maoists and the 
government every year since 2005
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The BJP designates its official ideology 
and central philosophy to be "integral 
humanism", based upon a 1965 book by 
Deendayal Upadhyaya. Labelled as right-
wing and "Hindu nationalist", the party 
advocates social conservatism, self-
reliance as outlined by the Swadeshi 
movement, and a foreign policy 
centred on nationalist principles. Key 
issues for the BJP include the abrogation 
of the special constitutional status to 
Jammu and Kashmir (Article 370), 
building a Ram temple in Ayodhya and 
the implementation of a uniform civil 
code for all Indians. However, the NDA 
government pursued none of these 
controversial issues and implemented a 
largely-neoliberal economic policy in 
favour of globalisation.
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The Rajya Sabha or Council of States is the Upper House of the Parliament of 
India.
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Modi’s Goals









Yemen ranks high on the contracts sub-index, it turns out, on the basis of its official regulations, not its actual conditions. The contract 
enforcement measurement is determined by “data relating to the time, cost and procedural complexity of resolving a standard commercial law 
suit … collected through study of the codes of civil procedure and other court regulations…” Yemen’s numbers are elevated because it does not 
require many procedures to obtain a judgment, and because attorney, court, and enforcement costs are supposed low, amounting to only 16.5 
percent of claim values. Whether such conditions obtain in practice is another matter, one that is not addressed in the report. Supposedly, 
“surveys completed by local litigation lawyers” factor into the analysis, but no information on such surveys is given, nor or we told how such 
data is weighed. We are also not informed about whether such conditions obtain outside of the capital city. As much of Yemen’s hinterlands 
remain largely under tribal authority, with large areas harboring insurgent groups, the “number of legal procedures required by the government 
for a contract to be enforced” has little if any meaning. As a result, Yemen’s ranking on the map has little if any meaning.

Source: http://www.geocurrents.info/economic-geography/the-ease-of-doing-business-index-big-problems-with-contracts-and-
credit#ixzz3bHfoOcxN
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Is it really easier for a businessperson to obtain credit in Kenya, Zambia, and Rwanda than in Norway, the Netherlands, or Belgium? Do 
Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan actually outrank France and Spain? According to the data, the United States shares sixth place with Zambia, Kenya, 
and Guatemala, whereas Luxembourg – ranked in first place in terms of enforcing contracts – comes in 116th. If accurate, these relative 
positions are extraordinary and deserve extended consideration.

Source: http://www.geocurrents.info/economic-geography/the-ease-of-doing-business-index-big-problems-with-contracts-and-
credit#ixzz3bHg9Rjtu
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'Let us forge a model of cooperative, competitive federalism': PM Modi
ANI  |  New Delhi  February 8, 2015 Last Updated at 15:40 IST

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday called upon the Chief Ministers of various 
states to work with the Centre in order to build a model of cooperative federalism, 
whereby the Centre and the state government can come together to resolve 
differences and chart a common course to progress and prosperity.

Noting that India cannot advance without all its states advancing in tandem, the 
Prime Minister said the idea was to bring up all states together in the spirit of 
'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas'. Prime Minister Modi added that he envisioned 
different states competing with each other in promoting governance initiatives, in 
a spirit of "cooperative, competitive federalism".
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