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Conflict in Ukraine: 

“A Non-Ceasefire Ceasefire in a Non-War War”



The demonstrations 
began on the night of 21 
November 2013, when 
protests erupted in the 
capital, Kiev, after the 
Ukrainian government 
suspended 
preparations for 
signing the Ukraine–
European Union 
Association Agreement 
with the European 
Union, to seek closer 
economic relations 
with Russia

Euromaidan (literally "Euro Square") was a wave of demonstrations and civil unrest in 
Ukraine, which began on the night of 21 November 2013 with public protests in Maidan 
Nezalezhnosti ("Independence Square") in Kiev, demanding closer European integration. The 
scope of the protests expanded, with many calls for the resignation of President Viktor 
Yanukovych and his government. The protests ultimately led to the 2014 Ukrainian 
revolution. . By 25 January 2014, the protests had been fuelled by the perception of 
"widespread government corruption", "abuse of power", and "violation of human rights 
in Ukraine" http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euromaidan
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On 21 February 2015, a year after the revolution, 
Yanukovych gave an interview to Channel One 
regarding the situation in Ukraine and promised 
to return to power as soon as he can

On 3 October 2014, several news agencies 
reported that according to a Facebook post made 
by the aide to the Ukrainian Interior Minister, 
Anton Gerashchenko, Viktor Yanukovych had 
been granted Russian citizenship by a "secret 
decree" of Vladimir Putin. On the same day, 
Russian presidential spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said that he didn't know anything about this and 
hadn't seen such a decree.

In January 2015 Interpol placed Yanukovych 
on its wanted list

(On 15 December 1967, at the age of 17, 
Yanukovych was sentenced to three years 
incarceration for participating in a robbery and 
assault. On 8 June 1970, he was convicted for a 
second time on charges of assault.. Decades 
later, Yanukovych characterized his arrests and 
incarceration as "mistakes of youth".)
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A deal to establish a ceasefire, called 
the Minsk Protocol, was signed on 5 
September 2014. Violations of the 
ceasefire on both sides were 
common. Amidst the solidification of 
the line between insurgent and 
government-controlled territory during 
the ceasefire, warlords took control of 
swathes of land on the insurgent side, 
leading to further destabilisation.The 
ceasefire completely collapsed in 
January 2015, with renewed heavy 
fighting across the conflict zone, 
including at Donetsk International 
Airport and Debaltseve. A new 
ceasefire, called Minsk II, was 
agreed to on 12 February 2015.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minsk_Protocol#/media/File:Minsk_Protocol.svg

“A Non-Ceasefire Ceasefire in a Non-War War”
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Aleksandr Zakharchenko told 
the BBC he wanted to expand 
the self-proclaimed Donetsk 
People's Republic (DNR).
He said the truce agreement 
brokered by the West in Minsk in 
February was not being properly 
implemented by Kiev.
"Ukraine doesn't want to resolve 
all the issues," he said. Kiev has 
repeatedly denied the claim.

Under the Minsk agreement, 
backed by France, Germany and 
Russia, Ukraine's government 
claims that the rebel-held east 
will remain part of the country.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-31436513
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Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov 
said on April 20 he 
believed a surge in 
ceasefire violations 
in east Ukraine had 
passed, adding 
Moscow would work 
to prevent violence 
escalating again.



Vilnius (AFP) - The OSCE chief said Monday a truce was holding in a key village in eastern 
Ukraine and urged rival sides to "embrace a good chance for peace" in the war-torn 
region.
"The news this morning is that our people, our monitors have brokered a truce in Shyrokyne, 
down near Mariupol," OSCE secretary general Lamberto Zannier said.
"And this truce seems to be holding," he told AFP in an interview during a visit to Lithuania's 
capital Vilnius.
The Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe sent a monitoring mission to Ukraine 
in March 2014.

Read more: http://www.businessinsider.com/afp-osce-chief-says-good-chance-for-peace-in-
ukraine-2015-4#ixzz3Xt79TaY6
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The Organization for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE) is the world's largest security-oriented 
intergovernmental organization. Its mandate includes 
issues such as arms control and the promotion of 
human rights, freedom of the press and fair elections. 
It has 550 staff at its headquarters in Vienna, Austria, and 
2,300 field staff.
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Could a U.S. response to Russia’s actions in Ukraine provoke a confrontation that leads to a U.S.-Russian war? 
Graham Allison  Dimitri K. Simes
April 20, 2015

LATVIA, ESTONIA, and Lithuania form the Achilles’ heel of the NATO 
alliance. They are protected by its Article 5 guarantee that an attack upon one 
will be regarded as an attack upon all. Thus, the United States has an 
unambiguous and undeniable responsibility to deter and defend attacks on the 
Baltic states. Given their size, proximity to Russia and substantial Russian-
speaking minorities, this is a daunting requirement. It is not difficult to 
imagine scenarios in which either U.S. or Russian action could set in 
motion a chain of events at the end of which American and Russian 
troops would be killing each other.

http://nationalinterest.org/feature/russia-america-stumbling-war-12662
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http://www.pewglobal.org/2010/03/29/
ukraine-says-no-to-nato/

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine–NATO_relations
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h"p://www.kommersant.ru/doc/2712450
17	  April	  2015
Russian	  Foreign	  Ministry:	  US	  Marines	  arrival	  in	  Ukraine	  threatens	  
Minsk	  agreements

Russian	  Foreign	  Ministry,	  commenDng	  on	  the	  informaDon	  about	  
the	  arrival	  to	  Ukraine	  of	  the	  173rd	  Airborne	  Brigade	  of	  the	  United	  
States,	  said	  that	  it	  can	  be	  viewed	  as	  the	  first	  step	  towards	  
supplying	  weapons	  to	  Ukraine,	  which	  contradicts	  the	  Minsk	  
agreements.	  The	  ministry	  noted	  that	  "American	  soldiers	  on	  
Ukrainian	  soil	  will	  not	  bring	  peace	  to	  Ukraine."

(Thanks to Asya Pereltsvaig for translation)
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PuAn:	  US	  does	  not	  need	  allies,	  it	  needs	  vassals

During	  a	  phone-‐in	  session,	  Russian	  President	  Vladimir	  PuAn	  in	  response	  to	  a	  
quesDon	  from	  the	  chief	  editor	  of	  "Nezavisimaya	  Gazeta"	  [Independent	  Newspaper]	  
ConstanDne	  Remchukov	  about	  the	  prospects	  for	  the	  normalizaAon	  of	  relaAons	  
between	  Russia	  and	  the	  West	  said	  "it’s	  not	  us	  who	  spoiled	  them	  [the	  relaAons]",	  
but	  Russia	  is	  ready	  to	  cooperate	  with	  anyone	  who	  is	  interested	  in	  it.

TPuAn	  menAoned	  "respect	  for	  Russia	  and	  the	  respect	  for	  its	  interests"	  as	  the	  
main	  condiAon	  for	  normalizaAon	  of	  relaAons	  with	  the	  West

(Thanks to Asya Pereltsvaig for translation)



*******************************************
h"p://izvesDa.ru/news/585502
16	  April	  2015,	  IzvesDa
PuAn:	  "We	  will	  strive	  to	  restore	  relaAons	  with	  Ukraine"
According	  to	  the	  Russian	  leader,	  there	  is	  no	  other	  soluDon	  to	  the	  
crisis	  in	  Ukraine,	  except	  for	  a	  poliDcal	  one.
Russian	  President	  Vladimir	  PuAn	  said	  that	  Russia	  expects	  nothing	  
from	  Kiev,	  except	  treaAng	  the	  Russian	  state	  as	  an	  equal	  partner	  
in	  all	  areas	  of	  cooperaAon.
“Today	  Russia	  expects	  nothing	  from	  the	  Kiev	  authoriDes,	  except	  
for	  one	  thing:	  the	  relaDonship	  between	  us	  as	  equal	  partners	  in	  all	  
areas	  of	  interacDon.	  An	  important	  part	  for	  us	  is,	  of	  course,	  the	  
respect	  of	  the	  legiDmate	  rights	  and	  interests	  of	  Russians,	  living	  in	  
Ukraine,	  and	  the	  people	  who	  consider	  themselves	  Russian,”	  -‐	  PuDn	  
said	  during	  a	  phone-‐in.

(Thanks to Asya Pereltsvaig for translation)
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France 24 - International news 24/7

The Russian authorities have mounted 
a gruesome exhibition in Moscow to 
mark the anniversary of the outbreak 
of war in Ukraine, complete with 
reconstructions of war-damaged sites 
which they say prove Kiev’s guilt in 
the conflict.
Titled “Concrete Proof – 365 Days in 
Donbas”, the show includes mock-
ups of hospitals with severely 
wounded patients, bombed-out 
buildings and a minibus riddled 
with bullet holes.
Much of the material, including a sign 
marking the city limits of Debaltseve, 
which Russian-backed forces wrested 
from Ukrainian government control in 
February after weeks of deadly 
artillery battles, was taken directly 
from the battlefields of eastern 
Ukraine.
Visitors to the Moscow exhibition 
seemed convinced the blame for the 
conflict lay exclusively with Kiev.

http://www.france24.com/en/
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With less than $10 billion of reserves to repay $32 billion of foreign-currency bonds, Ukraine is running 
out of time to reach a deal with creditors.
Finance Minister Natalie Jaresko last week rejected a bondholder proposal to extend the maturities of its debt 
because it wouldn’t ease the over all burden enough without a reduction in principal, known as a haircut. The 
nation must repay $7.5 billion in government and corporate Eurobonds due this year and $5.3 billion in 2016, 
according to data compiled by Bloomberg.
“The creditors are trying to achieve a reprofiling without a haircut,” Michael Ganske, who helps manage 
$6 billion as the head of emerging markets at Rogge Global Partners Plc in London, said by phone on Friday. 
“Frankly speaking, I can’t see how that will work because debt-sustainability is not established with 
that.”



Monday 20 April 2015 04.57 EDT

The Ukrainian president, Petro Poroshenko, 
is expected to sign a package of laws on 
“decommunisation”, recently passed by 
parliament, which will lay down an official 
version of Ukrainian 20th century history. 
The laws ban Nazi and Communist 
symbols and the “public denial of the 
criminal nature of the Communist 
totalitarian regime 1917–1991”; they open 
former KGB archives; replace the Soviet term 
“great patriotic war” with the European 
second world war, and provide public 
recognition to anyone who fought for 
Ukrainian independence in the 20th century.

“The Communist totalitarian regime set 
out deliberately to destroy national 
identity,” said Volodymyr Vyatrovych, the 
37-year-old historian and head of 
Ukraine’s National Memory institute, who 
introduced the laws in parliament. “Many 
people’s ideas here are still formed by 
Communist propaganda, and many events 
from the past are viewed exclusively through 
the prism of Communist propaganda.”

http://www.kmu.gov.ua/control/en/publish/article?art_id=248057658&cat_id=244314975
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Conventional Geopolitical Map



1 Location of  Ukraine  (green) in 
Europe  (green & dark grey)

2 Disputed territory (light green)
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Aleksandr Lukashenko



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimean_Federal_District

The Crimean Federal 
District (Russian: 
Кры́мский федера́льный 
о́круг) is one of the nine 
federal districts of Russia. It 
was established on 
March 21, 2014 after the 
annexation of Crimea by 
the Russian Federation. 
The federal district 
includes both the 
Republic of Crimea and 
the federal city of 
Sevastopol, both 
recognized as part of 
Ukraine by most of the 
international community. 
Ukraine considers the area, 
along with the areas of 
Lugansk People's Republic 
and Donetsk People's 
Republic, as temporarily 
occupied territories
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Crimean status referendum, 2014 was a 
referendum on the status of Crimea held on 
March 16, 2014, by the legislature of 
Autonomous Republic of Crimea as well as by 
the local government of Sevastopol, both 
subdivisions of Ukraine at the time. The 
referendum asked the people of Crimea 
whether they wanted to join Russia as a 
federal subject, or if they wanted to restore 
the 1992 Crimean constitution and Crimea's 
status as a part of Ukraine.

Russia officially recognized the results of the 
Crimean referendum and claims that 
unilateral Kosovo declaration of 
independence has set a precedent, which 
allows secession of Crimea from Ukraine. Such 
parallels are disputed by Western scholars, 
however.
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Sevastopol
Севастополь Ukrainian / Russian

Aqyar Crimean Tatar
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Crimean Riviera



The Donbass a historical, cultural, 
and economic region in eastern 
Ukraine. The word "Donbass" is a 
portmanteau formed from Donets 
Basin.  Multiple definitions of the 
region's extent exist, though its 
boundaries have never been 
officially demarcated. The most 
common definition in use today 
refers to the Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts of Ukraine, whilst the 
historical coal mining region 
excluded parts of these oblasts, 
and included areas in 
Dnipropetrovsk Oblast and 
Southern Russia
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A Soviet-era poster 
depicting the 

Donbass, 
which reads 

"Donbass is the 
heart of Russia".



http://euromaidanpress.com/2014/07/26/economy-under-fire-war-in-the-donbas/
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Hetalia: Axis Powers (Japanese: ヘタリア Axis Powers Hepburn: Hetaria Akushisu 
Pawāzu ?) is a Japanese webcomic, later adapted as a manga and an anime series, by 
Hidekaz Himaruya. The series' main presentation is as an often over-the-top allegory of political 
and historic events as well as more general cultural comparisons. Characters are 
personifications of countries

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hetalia:_Axis_Powers

Transnistria
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Federal State of Novorossiya (New Russia) 
(Russian: Федеративное государство Новороссия

Donetsk People's
 Republic

Lugansk People's 
Republic

Transnistria
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A map of Novorossiya (New Russia), c. 1897.

When the Russian Empire annexed the northern coast of Black Sea from the 
Ottomans in the 18th century after the Russo-Turkish War of 1768-1774, 
Russian officialdom established the Novorossiysk Governorate. Historically, it was 
known as the Wild Fields (Dykra) or Devastated Fields, as several centuries of 
wars had driven off agriculture and urban settlement. The Wild Fields had covered 
roughly the southern territories of modern Ukraine.
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Gennady Zyuganov, Russian Communist Politician On 25 July 
2014, amidst an armed insurgency in Eastern Ukraine, the 
Ukrainian Interior Ministry launched criminal proceedings against 
Zyuganov for "financing actions aimed at changing the 
boundaries of the territory and the state border of Ukraine"

Stepan Andriyovych Bandera (January 1909 – 15 October 
1959) was a Ukrainian political activist and leader of the 
Ukrainian nationalist and independence movement. Bandera is 
a controversial historical figure honoured by the contemporary 
Ukrainian nationalist movement, including the Right Sector and 
at the same time condemned by some ethnic Poles and Jews.
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Dreams of a Russian-Dominated
Eurasian Realm
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He has been labelled the 
brains behind President 
Putin's wildly popular 
annexation of Crimea.
The next step, he proclaims, is 
military intervention in eastern 
Ukraine, which he regularly 
calls Novorossiya (New 
Russia). It is a name that has 
also been used by President 
Putin.
Dugin believes the "Russian 
spirit" has been re-
awakened by the separatist 
struggle there, which he calls 
the "Russian Spring".

The symbol of that spirit is 
rebel commander Igor 
Strelkov, backed by Dugin 
who keeps in regular touch 
with the fighters in Donetsk.



Daily Kos
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“In principle, Eurasia and our space, the heartland Russia, remain the staging area of a new anti-
bourgeois, anti-American revolution. ... The new Eurasian empire will be constructed on the 
fundamental principle of the common enemy: the rejection of Atlanticism, strategic control of the 
USA, and the refusal to allow liberal values to dominate us. This common civilizational impulse will 
be the basis of a political and strategic union.”

—The Basics of Geopolitics (1997)

Aleksandr Dugin

His assertions show that he likes Stalin and the Soviet Union, "We are on the side of Stalin 
and the Soviet Union". He calls himself a conservative and says, "We, conservatives, want 
strong, solid State, want order and healthy family, positive values, the reinforcing of the 
importance of religion and the Church in society" . He adds, "We want patriotic radio, TV, 
patriotic experts, patriotic clubs.”

 In 2008, Dugin stated that Russia should repeat the Georgian scenario in Ukraine, namely 
attack it. In September 2008, after the Russian-Georgian war, he did not hide his anger to 
Putin, who "dared not drop the other shoe" and "restore the Empire."

According to Dugin, the whole Internet should be banned, "I think that Internet as such, as a 
phenomenon is worth prohibiting because it gives nobody anything good." In June 2012, Dugin 
in his lecture said that chemistry and physics are demonical sciences, and all Orthodox 
Russians need to unite around the President of the Russian Federation in the last battle 
between good and evil, following the example of Iran and North Korea. He added, "If we want to 
liberate ourselves from the West, it is needed to liberate ourselves from textbooks on physics 
and chemistry.
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During conflict in Ukraine, Dugin also lost his post as 
Head of the Department of Sociology of International 
Relations of Moscow State University. In 2014, the 
petition titled "We demand dismissing a MSU sociology 
faculty professor A. G. Dugin!" was signed by over 
10,000 people and sent to the MSU rector Viktor 
Sadovnichiy. The petition was started after Dugin in an 
interview expressed his opinion how to deal with 
Ukrainians, "To kill, kill, kill. There should be no 
more conversations. As a professor, I think so." Dugin 
claimed to been fired from this post, the university 
claimed the offer of a department chairmanship resulted 
from a technical error and that he would remain a 
professor under contract until September 2014.Dugin 
wrote the statement of resignation from the faculty 
because it was necessary to be reappointed to the 
Moscow State University, but the appointment did not 
happen, so as a result he is no longer a staff member 
of the faculty and a staff member of the Moscow 
State University

A Falling Star?
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In The Gulag Archipelago, the 
Nobel laureate wrote: “With 
Ukraine, things will get extremely 
painful.”
Even during Soviet times, 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
prophetically did not rule out 
the idea that Ukraine may break 
away, although “a referendum 
may be required for each 
region”, given the Bolshevik 
way of lumping together lands 
that had never historically 
belonged to Ukraine.

The Gulag Archipelago, Part 5, 
Chapter 2
… It pains me to write 
this as Ukraine and 
Russia are merged in 
my blood, in my heart, 
and in my thoughts. 
But extensive experience of 
friendly contacts with Ukrainians in 
the camps has shown me how 
much of a painful grudge they 
hold. Our generation will not 
escape from paying for the 
mistakes of our fathers.

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn  11 December 1918 – 3 August 2008) was a 
Russian novelist, historian, and critic of Soviet totalitarianism. He 
helped to raise global awareness of the gulag and the Soviet Union's 
forced labor camp system

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn
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A	  clarifying	  quesAon	  was	  asked	  -‐	  why	  Russia	  made	  economic	  concessions	  Ukraine,	  including	  
discounts	  for	  gas	  despite	  the	  anA-‐Russian	  senAments	  in	  Ukraine.

“The	  poliDcal	  situaDon	  in	  a	  given	  country	  is	  changing	  from	  Dme	  to	  Dme,	  but	  the	  people	  are	  the	  same	  

-‐	  the	  people,	  as	  I	  said,	  very	  close	  to	  us.	  I	  do	  not	  make	  a	  difference	  between	  
Ukrainians	  and	  Russians,	  I	  think	  we	  are	  all	  one	  people.	  But	  if	  someone	  
has	  a	  different	  opinion,	  we	  can	  debate	  -‐	  this	  is	  not	  the	  place,	  probably,	  to	  talk	  about	  it.	  But	  we	  help	  
people	  above	  all,	  we	  are	  helping	  the	  Ukrainian	  people”	  -‐	  the	  president	  formulated	  his	  posiDon,	  
adding	  that	  Russia	  expects	  from	  the	  Kiev	  authoriDes	  to	  respect	  the	  rights	  of	  the	  Russians	  and	  all	  
those	  who	  consider	  themselves	  to	  be	  [Russian],	  regardless	  of	  the	  record	  in	  the	  passport.

13th	  phone-‐in	  of	  Vladimir	  PuAn	  lasted	  3	  
hours	  58	  minutes	  and	  was	  a	  record	  for	  the	  number	  of	  
quesDons	  sent	  in	  -‐	  more	  than	  3	  million.	  PuDn	  answered	  
nearly	  90	  of	  them

(Thanks to Asya Pereltsvaig for translation)

Putin on 
Ukraine
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Geographical Divisions
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Surzhyk (Cyrillic: су́ржик) refers to a range of mixed  sociolects of Ukrainian and Russian 
languages used in certain regions of Ukraine and adjacent lands. There is no unifying set of 
characteristics; the term is used for "norm-breaking, non-obedience to or nonawareness of 
the rules of the Ukrainian and Russian standard languages"
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2000Ukraine, Ethnic Groups



Ukrainian in Russian Empire 1897 CC-BY-
SA-2.1-jp
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Before taking the formal title of Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church it was the Ukrainian exarchate of the 
Russian Orthodox Church and it received 
autonomy on October 27, 1990. The Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church considers itself the descendant of the 
Orthodox Church of Kiev and all Rus' in Ukraine, 
claiming a direct lineage to the original Baptism of 
Kievan Rus' by St. Vladimir (Volodymyr) in 988. 

The church is currently the only Ukrainian church to 
have full canonical standing in Eastern Orthodoxy, 
and operates in full communion with the other Eastern 
Orthodox Churches. The UOC (MP) claims to be the 
largest religious body in Ukraine with the greatest 
number of parishes churches and communities 
counting up to half of the total in Ukraine and 
totaling over 10,000.

Mostly in the East
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Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church – Kyiv 
Patriarchate 

Patriarch Filaret was 
excommunicated by the 
Russian Orthodox Church in 
1997, but the Synod and 
Sobor of the UOC-KP do not 
recognize this action. 
According to a poll conducted 
by the Razumkov Centre in 
2006, 14.9% of the Ukrainian 
population responded as 
belonging to the UOC-KP

More in the Center
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The UAOC, with over 3 million members, is not 
officially recognized by other Churches due to 
pressures from the Russian Orthodox Church-
Moscow Patriarchate. It has, however, been invited 
and does participate in Orthodox synods and 
conferences. The Ecumenical Patriarch has 
maintained direct dialogue with the Church, but 
remains very sensitive to the Moscow Patriarchate's 
opposition to any independent Churches in Ukraine.

Geographically the church currently has a stronger 
presence in Western Ukrainian provinces with a smaller 
representation elsewhere. Previous to 1995, there were 
more parishes abroad in the Ukrainian diaspora 
communities of Canada and the United States. However, 
many of these parishes now form the separate churches, 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada and the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, both of which are 
eparchies of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople and not in communion with the UAOC.

Mostly in the West
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Mostly in the Far West



Geographical Organization 
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church





Ruthenia, or Trans-Carpathian Ukraine

Hungary





The Orange Revolution was a series of protests and political events that took place in 
Ukraine from late November 2004 to January 2005, in the immediate aftermath of the run-off vote of 
the 2004 Ukrainian presidential election which was claimed to be marred by massive corruption, voter 
intimidation and direct electoral fraud. 

The protests were prompted by reports from several domestic and foreign election monitors as well as 
the widespread public perception that the results of the run-off vote of 21 November 2004 contest 
between leading candidates Viktor Yushchenko and Viktor Yanukovych were rigged by the 
authorities in favor of the latter. The nationwide protests succeeded when the results of the original 
run-off were annulled, and a revote was ordered by Ukraine's Supreme Court for 26 December 2004. 
Under intense scrutiny by domestic and international observers, the second run-off was declared to be 
"fair and free". The final results showed a clear victory for Yushchenko, who received about 52% 
of the vote, compared to Yanukovych's 44%. Yushchenko was declared the official winner and with 
his inauguration on 23 January 2005 in Kiev, the Orange Revolution ended.
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Following an assassination attempt in 
late 2004 during his election campaign, 
Yushchenko was confirmed to have 
ingested hazardous amounts of TCDD, 
the most potent dioxin and a 
contaminant in Agent Orange. He 
suffered disfigurement as a result of the 
poisoning, but has been slowly 
recovering.
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associated with former 
President Viktor Yushchenko
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Tymoshenko finished second in the 
Ukrainian presidential election of 
2010 runoff with a 3.5% loss to the 
winner, Viktor Yanukovych. After the 
election, a number of criminal cases 
were brought against her. On October 
11, 2011, she was convicted of 
embezzlement and abuse of power, 
and sentenced to seven years in 
prison and ordered to pay the state 
$188 million. 

 She was released on February 22, 
2014, in the concluding days of the 
Euromaidan revolution, following a 
revision of the Ukrainian criminal code 
that effectively decriminalized the 
actions for which she was imprisoned. 
She was officially rehabilitated on 
February 28, 2014.
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In February 2004, the arrival of Oleh Tyahnybok as party leader led a significant change in 
moderating the party's image. Svoboda also pushed neo-Nazi and other radical groups 
out the party, distancing itself from its neofascist past while retaining the support of extreme 
nationalists.

Olexiy Haran, a political science professor at the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, says “There is a lot of 
misunderstanding surrounding Svoboda" and that the party is not fascist, but radical. Ihor 
Kolomoyskyi, president of the United Jewish Community of Ukraine, stated in 2010 that 
the party has clearly shifted from the far-right to the center.

 The US ambassador in Kiev, Geoffrey Pyatt, said in 2014 that he had been "positively 
impressed" by Svoboda's evolution in opposition and by its behavior in parliament. "They have 
demonstrated their democratic bona fides," the ambassador asserted
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Still Relevant?

“Ambivalent

Separatist-Occupied 
Ukraine



2014 presidential election percentage Poroshenko
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2014 Presidential Election

Decreased Regional 
Differentiation?



Beyond politics, 
Poroshenko has 
had a career as a 
successful 
businessman. He 
owns, along with a 
number of other 
companies, a 
large-scale 
confectionery 
business, which 
has earned him 
the nickname of 
'Chocolate King'

Petro 
Poroshenko Bloc
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2014 Election Turn Out
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Russian Language, decentralization                anti-EU

"I want to destroy the myth about an anti-Semitic Ukraine”

singer, songwriter and physician, Honoured Doctor of Ukraine

ultranationalism right-wing populism

ultranationalism far-right

far-left

Ukraine 2014 Presidential 
Election

Waning of Extremist Parties?





Break-away from Fatherland



Ukrainian Parliament

Svoboda



DISPATCH

Thug Politics, Kiev
Oleh Lyashko gets into fist fights, kidnaps rebels, and supplies militias (or so he 
claims). Meet the radical populist who could play kingmaker in post-Maidan 
Ukraine.

Like his electoral competitors, Lyashko thinks Ukraine ought to enter the European Union and NATO. So 
to separate himself from the pack, he has branded himself Ukraine's anti-oligarchic leader, promising 
credits for small and medium-sized enterprises and vowing to push rich businessmen out of Ukrainian 
politics.
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In  a galaxy far, far, away — Odessa, the third-largest city in Ukraine — several Star Wars 
characters have managed to register as official candidates in the upcoming election. 
With names like Darth V. Vader, Stepan Chubakka (Chewbacca), Master V. Yoda, and Padme N. 
Amidala listed on the candidate roster, voters can't be blamed for looking twice at the ballot.
By Megan Specia 

The Star Wars contenders will run under Ukraine’s Internet Party, which has 11 million 
supporters according to its website. Darth Vader, one of the greatest movie villains in 
cinema history, is the number one candidate on the party’s list.
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Ukraine
Population 44,291,413

Area: 603,628 km2 
      or 233,062 sq mi

 
GDP (PPP)
Total
$337.360 billion[

 - 
Per capita
$6,540

Military Spending
$4,879,000,000
Percent of GDP 2.7%

Military Spending
$90,749,000,000
Percent of GDP 4.4%

Russia

Area: 17,098,242 km2 
6,592,800  sq mi
(Crimea not included)

Population 143,800,000 

(not including Crimea)

GDP (PPP)
$3.558 trillion
 - 
Per capita
$24,764
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Gas Pipelines to 
Avoid Ukraine

Under Construction

In Operation
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Reply of the Zaporozhian Cossacks to Sultan Mehmed IV of the Ottoman 
Empire, also known as Cossacks of Saporog Are Drafting a Manifesto (Russian: 
Запорожцы пишут письмо турецкому султану), is a painting by Russian artist Ilya 
Repin

The reply was a stream of invective and vulgar rhymes, parodying the Sultan's titles:
Version 1
Zaporozhian Cossacks to the Turkish Sultan!
O sultan, Turkish devil and damned devil's kith and kin, secretary to Lucifer himself. 
What the devil kind of knight are you, that can't slay a hedgehog with your naked 
arse? The devil excretes, and your army eats. You will not, you son of a bitch, make 
subjects of Christian sons; we've no fear of your army, by land and by sea we will battle with 
thee, fuck your mother.
You Babylonian scullion, Macedonian wheelwright, brewer of Jerusalem, goat-fucker of 
Alexandria, swineherd of Greater and Lesser Egypt, Armenian pig, Podolian thief, catamite 
of Tartary, hangman of Kamyanets, and fool of all the world and underworld, an idiot before 
God, grandson of the Serpent, and the crick in our dick. Pig's snout, mare's arse, 
slaughterhouse cur, unchristened brow, screw your own mother!
So the Zaporozhians declare, you lowlife. You won't even be herding Christian pigs. Now 
we'll conclude, for we don't know the date and don't own a calendar; the moon's in the sky, 
the year with the Lord, the day's the same over here as it is over there; for this kiss our arse!
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Confronted with an existential threat in the form of Vladimir Putin, Ukraine is embracing 
patriotism and, in some cases, nationalist symbolism. In Ukrainian consciousness, the 
notion of the "Cossack" looms large, and during recent protests against the 
unpopular government of Viktor Yanukovych and subsequent drive to war with 
Russian separatists, many have fallen back on somewhat questionable historical 
associations. Indeed, traditional symbolism was very much apparent at Kiev's Maidan Square 
during the revolt against Yanukovych, with some nationalist protesters even sporting Cossack-
style costumes and hairstyles. In the wake of the Maidan, the National Art Museum has been 
instilled with a sense of pride and stocks display cases full of ethnic artifacts such as Cossack 
musical instruments.
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Budjak or Budzhak (Russian, Ukrainian, and Bulgarian: Буджак

Growth of Ukraine as a Soviet Republic
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During the Holodomor, which is also known as the "Terror-Famine in Ukraine" and "Famine-Genocide in Ukraine", millions 
of citizens of the Ukrainian SSR, the majority of whom were ethnic Ukrainians, died of starvation in a peacetime catastrophe 
unprecedented in the history of Ukraine. Since 2006, the Holodomor has been recognized by the independent Ukraine and 
many other countries as a genocide of the Ukrainian people carried out by the Soviet Union
Scholars disagree on the relative importance of natural factors and bad economic policies as causes of the famine but believe it 
was a long-term plan of Joseph Stalin, an attempt to eliminate the Ukrainian independence movement.
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The state-organized and forcible deportation of the Crimean Tatars from the Crimean Peninsula 
by the Soviet Union in 1944 was ordered by Joseph Stalin as a form of collective punishment 
for alleged collaboration with the Nazi occupation regime in Taurida Subdistrict during 
1942-1943. A total of more than 230,000 people were deported, mostly to the Uzbek Soviet 
Socialist Republic. This included the entire ethnic Crimean Tatar population, at the time about a 
fifth of the total population of the Crimean Peninsula, besides smaller number of ethnic Greeks 
and Bulgarians. A large number of deportees (more than 100,000 according to a 1960s 
survey by Crimean Tatar activists) died from starvation or disease as a direct result of 
deportation.
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